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This six-volume "portrait of a Mediterranean personality" is a composite portrait
of the individuals who wrote the personal letters, contracts, and all other
manuscript fragments that found their way into the Cairo Geniza. Most of the
fragments from the Geniza, a storeroom for discarded writings that could not be
thrown away because they might contain the name of God, had been removed to
Cambridge University Library and other libraries around the world. Professor
Goitein devoted the last thirty years of his long and productive life to their study,
deciphering the language of the documents and organizing what he called a
"marvelous treasure trove of manuscripts" into a coherent, fascinating picture of
the society that created them.

It is a rich, panoramic view of how people lived, traveled, worshiped, and
conducted their economic and social affairs. The first and second volumes
describe the economic foundations of the society and the institutions and social
and political structures that characterized the community. The remaining
material, intended for a single volume describing the particulars of the way
people lived, blossomed into three volumes, devoted respectively to the family,
daily life, and the individual. The divisions are arbitrary but helpful because of
the wealth of information. The author refers throughout to other passages in his
monumental work that amplify what is discussed in any particular section. The
result is an incomparably clear and immediate impression of how it was in the
Mediterranean world of the tenth through the thirteenth century.

Volume III, subtitled The Family, reveals the Mediterranean family—the
extended family, marriage (rituals, economics, social and cultural safeguards),
the Mediterranean household, widowhood, divorce, remarriage, and the world of
women.
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This six-volume "portrait of a Mediterranean personality" is a composite portrait of the individuals who
wrote the personal letters, contracts, and all other manuscript fragments that found their way into the Cairo
Geniza. Most of the fragments from the Geniza, a storeroom for discarded writings that could not be thrown
away because they might contain the name of God, had been removed to Cambridge University Library and
other libraries around the world. Professor Goitein devoted the last thirty years of his long and productive
life to their study, deciphering the language of the documents and organizing what he called a "marvelous
treasure trove of manuscripts" into a coherent, fascinating picture of the society that created them.

It is a rich, panoramic view of how people lived, traveled, worshiped, and conducted their economic and
social affairs. The first and second volumes describe the economic foundations of the society and the
institutions and social and political structures that characterized the community. The remaining material,
intended for a single volume describing the particulars of the way people lived, blossomed into three
volumes, devoted respectively to the family, daily life, and the individual. The divisions are arbitrary but
helpful because of the wealth of information. The author refers throughout to other passages in his
monumental work that amplify what is discussed in any particular section. The result is an incomparably
clear and immediate impression of how it was in the Mediterranean world of the tenth through the thirteenth
century.

Volume III, subtitled The Family, reveals the Mediterranean family—the extended family, marriage (rituals,
economics, social and cultural safeguards), the Mediterranean household, widowhood, divorce, remarriage,
and the world of women.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The work is remarkable for its sheer magnitude, but more particularly for the humane sensibility and
imagination, the skill, and the formidable learning that it reflects."--"The Haskins Medal Committee

From the Inside Flap

"One of the best comprehensive histories of a culture in this century."—Amos Funkenstein, Stanford
University

About the Author

S. D. Goitein (1900-1985), scholar, administrator, professor, and author of 500 or more books and articles in
Hebrew and English, worked at the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton until his death. A
Mediterranean Society was awarded the Haskins Medal of the Medieval Society after publication of the first
two volumes. Subsequent volumes received the National Jewish Book Award.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jon McKibben:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen inside you if you take A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab World
as Portrayed in the Documents of the Cairo Geniza, Vol. III: The Family (Near Eastern Center, UCLA) as
the daily resource information.

Geneva Orta:

The reserve untitled A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab World as Portrayed in
the Documents of the Cairo Geniza, Vol. III: The Family (Near Eastern Center, UCLA) is the reserve that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person.
The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy
writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of
the Arab World as Portrayed in the Documents of the Cairo Geniza, Vol. III: The Family (Near Eastern
Center, UCLA) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.



Willie Carlos:

The reason why? Because this A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab World as
Portrayed in the Documents of the Cairo Geniza, Vol. III: The Family (Near Eastern Center, UCLA) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress
you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in
such amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving
your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were
being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Mario Davis:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With
the book A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab World as Portrayed in the
Documents of the Cairo Geniza, Vol. III: The Family (Near Eastern Center, UCLA) we can take more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose
the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book A
Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab World as Portrayed in the Documents of the
Cairo Geniza, Vol. III: The Family (Near Eastern Center, UCLA). You can more pleasing than now.
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