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Animals Without Backbones has been considered a classic among biology
textbooks since it was first published to great acclaim in 1938. It was the first
biology textbook ever reviewed by Time and was also featured with illustrations
in Life. Harvard, Stanford, the University of Chicago, and more than eighty other
colleges and universities adopted it for use in courses. Since then, its clear
explanations and ample illustrations have continued to introduce hundreds of
thousands of students and general readers around the world to jellyfishes, corals,
flatworms, squids, starfishes, spiders, grasshoppers, and the other invertebrates
that make up ninety-seven percent of the animal kingdom.

This new edition has been completely rewritten and redesigned, but it retains the
same clarity and careful scholarship that have earned this book its continuing
readership for half a century. It is even more lavishly illustrated than earlier
editions, incorporating many new drawings and photographs. Informative,
concise legends that form an integral part of the text accompany the illustrations.
The text has been updated to include findings from recent research. Eschewing
pure morphology, the authors use each group of animals to introduce one or more
biological principles.

In recent decades, courses and texts on invertebrate zoology at many universities
have been available only for advanced biology majors specializing in this area.
The Third Edition of Animals Without Backbones remains an ideal introduction
to invertebrates for lower-level biology majors, nonmajors, students in
paleontology and other related fields, junior college and advanced high school
students, and the general reader who pursues the rewarding study of the natural
world.
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Editorial Review

Review

“If you had told the ten-year-old me that Animals without Backbones was a classic biology textbook, I would
never have picked it up. I struggled to, anyway: the decades-old dog-eared copy that I found at the back of
my dad's bookcase had a loose monochrome cover that always wanted to come off in my hands. This was a
link to his world as a scientist, and to what he did all day. (Actually, he was a research chemist, but what did
I know.) More, the book was a glimpse of a world just as alien as those in the pages of my 2000 AD comic,
peopled with warlocks and genetic infantrymen. The pictures looked hand-drawn, and showed features on
the outside of the creatures as well as their inner structures. I studied those pages and copied the
drawings—the stunning representation of the Hydra especially—into my sketch pad, next to Rogue Trooper
and Judge Dredd. 2000 AD later published one of those drawings, but it was the fantastic stories of the true,
hidden world of invertebrates that really fired my imagination.”
(David Adam Nature)

About the Author

Ralph Buchsbaum was professor emeritus of biology at the University of Pittsburgh. Mildred Buchsbaum
has collaborated on previous editions of Animals Without Backbones. John Pearse, a professor of biology at
the University of California, Santa Cruz, and Vicki Pearse, a research associate in biology at the University
of California, Santa Cruz, are coeditors with A. C. Giese of the multivolume Reproduction of Marine
Invertebrates and have published many papers in invertebrate zoology.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Arnold Browning:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Animals Without Backbones: An
Introduction to the Invertebrates (Third Edition) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of
best book or acceptable book with you?

Bridget Dell:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question since
just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because



start from on guardería until university need this specific Animals Without Backbones: An Introduction to
the Invertebrates (Third Edition) to read.

Catherine Riddle:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by surrounding.
One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. That's why, by reading a
guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is high. In your case who want
to start reading the book, we give you this particular Animals Without Backbones: An Introduction to the
Invertebrates (Third Edition) book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Felix Smith:

Why? Because this Animals Without Backbones: An Introduction to the Invertebrates (Third Edition) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the
secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I
will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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