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44 SCOTLAND STREET - Book 7

The residents and neighbors of 44 Scotland Street and the city of Edinburgh
come to vivid life in these gently satirical, wonderfully perceptive serial
novels, featuring six-year-old Bertie, a remarkably precocious boy—just ask
his mother.  

If you haven’t met the residents of 44 Scotland Street yet, there is no better time,
since everyone seems to be in the midst of new beginnings.
 
New parents Matthew and Elspeth must muddle through the difficulties of
raising their triplets Rognvald, Tobermory and Fegus—there's normal sleep
deprivation, and then there's trying to tell the children apart from one another.
Angus and Domenica are newly engaged, and now they must negotiate the
complex merger of two households. Domenica is also forced to deal with the
return of an old flame, while Big Lou has begun the search for a new one, boldly
exploring the new world of online dating and coming up with an
Elvis impersonator on the first try. And in Bertie’s family, there's a shift in power
as his father Stuart starts to stand up to overbearing mother, Irene—and then
there’s Bertie, who has been thinking that he might want to start over with a new
family and so puts himself up for adoption on eBay.  With his signature charm
and gentle wit Alexander McCall Smith vividly portrays the lives of Edinburgh’s
most unique and beloved characters.
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has begun the search for a new one, boldly exploring the new world of online dating and coming up with an
Elvis impersonator on the first try. And in Bertie’s family, there's a shift in power as his father Stuart starts to
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Bertie is a six-and-a-half-year-old boy in Edinburgh who is so unhappy with his mother-
driven schedule of yoga, Italian lessons, and a weekly visit to a psychotherapist that he puts himself up for
adoption on eBay. He lives with his well-meaning but weak father and domineering mother in a well-
appointed but loveless flat on Scotland Street. This upscale apartment building, the setting for McCall
Smith’s Scotland Street series, also houses a cultural anthropologist, soon to marry a portrait painter, and it
used to hold the gels, ointments, mirrors, and wardrobe used by Bruce, the beyond-handsome narcissist who
fascinates the art student Pat (McCall Smith says it’s like a cobra fascinating a mouse). The prolific McCall
Smith, who also produces the No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series and the Corduroy Mansions series,
writes the Scotland Street novels in serial form for The Scotsman, appearing daily several months a year. He
moves from vignette to vignette within the flat and in greater Edinburgh, always moving his characters’ fates
forward bit by bit, meeting in the apartment house hallway by meeting at Big Lou’s café or meeting at the
wine bar. The plotlines, now spanning seven novels, are devilishly clever, but readers may well value even
more McCall Smith’s wit and his characters’ conversations and reflections on happiness, loneliness, and
love. Often droll, often touching, the Scotland Street stories are always delightful to read. --Connie Fletcher

Review
"Devilishly clever. . . . Often droll, often touching, the Scotland Street stories are always delightful to read."
     --Booklist (starred review)

"Eighty more bite-sized chapters bring curious readers up to date on the latest doings at 44 Scotland Street
and its Edinburgh environs. . . . The neighborhood’s legion of fans will devour each chapter and be sorry
when they’ve turned the last page."
     --Kirkus Reviews

“Full of charm, gentleness and penetrating insight.”
     —The Daily Express (Scotland)
 
“You see the whole extent of McCall Smith’s gentle comedy of manners. . . . While it is written with
abundant wit . . . there are equally large dollops of wisdom too.”
     —Scotland on Sunday

Praise for the 44 Scotland Street Series

“Sweet . . .  Graceful . . . Wonderful. . . . Gentle but powerfully addicting fiction.”
    —Entertainment Weekly
 
“McCall Smith’s assessments of fellow humans are piercing and profound. . . . [His] depictions of Edinburgh
are vivid and seamless.”
     —San Francisco Chronicle
 
 “Irresistible . . . Packed with the charming characters, piercing perceptions and shrewd yet generous humor
that have become McCall Smith’s cachet.”
     —Chicago Sun-Times

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


 
“McCall Smith’s plots offer wit, charm, and intrigue in equal doses.”
     —Richmond Times-Dispatch
 
“The most genial of writers and the most gentle of satirists. . . . [The] characters are great fun . . . [and]
McCall Smith treats all of them with affection.”
     —Rocky Mountain News

About the Author
Alexander McCall Smith is the author of the international phenomenon The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency
series, the Isabel Dalhousie series, the Portuguese Irregular Verbs series, the 44 Scotland Street series, and
the Corduroy Mansions series. He is professor emeritus of medical law at the University of Edinburgh in
Scotland and has served with many national and international organizations concerned with bioethics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joyce Jacobs:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important usually. The book Bertie Plays the Blues (44 Scotland Street Series) seemed to be
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The publication Bertie Plays the Blues (44 Scotland Street Series) is not only giving you
much more new information but also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own
personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book Bertie Plays the Blues (44
Scotland Street Series). You never experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

Mindy Martinez:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Bertie Plays
the Blues (44 Scotland Street Series) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer
in this era. The particular book untitled Bertie Plays the Blues (44 Scotland Street Series)is a single of
several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world.
When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained
their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This
book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world
with this book.

Sharon Garon:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to
fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should
read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Bertie Plays the Blues (44 Scotland



Street Series) can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Charles Brewster:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they get
a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Bertie Plays the Blues (44 Scotland Street Series)
to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing
when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and
examine it. Beside that the book Bertie Plays the Blues (44 Scotland Street Series) can to be your new friend
when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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