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Dirt, soil, call it what you want—it's everywhere we go. It is the root of our
existence, supporting our feet, our farms, our cities. This fascinating yet
disquieting book finds, however, that we are running out of dirt, and it's no
laughing matter. An engaging natural and cultural history of soil that sweeps
from ancient civilizations to modern times, Dirt: The Erosion of Civilizations
explores the compelling idea that we are—and have long been—using up Earth's
soil. Once bare of protective vegetation and exposed to wind and rain, cultivated
soils erode bit by bit, slowly enough to be ignored in a single lifetime but fast
enough over centuries to limit the lifespan of civilizations. A rich mix of history,
archaeology and geology, Dirt traces the role of soil use and abuse in the history
of Mesopotamia, Ancient Greece, the Roman Empire, China, European
colonialism, Central America, and the American push westward. We see how soil
has shaped us and we have shaped soil—as society after society has risen,
prospered, and plowed through a natural endowment of fertile dirt. David R.
Montgomery sees in the recent rise of organic and no-till farming the hope for a
new agricultural revolution that might help us avoid the fate of previous
civilizations.
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and it's no laughing matter. An engaging natural and cultural history of soil that sweeps from ancient
civilizations to modern times, Dirt: The Erosion of Civilizations explores the compelling idea that we
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Editorial Review

Review

“Anyone interested in environmental issues should read this book. . . . Entertains and stimulates thought.”
(Times Higher Ed Sup (Thes) 2007-08-03)

“Fascinating insights into what be our most precious natural resource and gives important pointers toward
sustainable land management.”
(Bioscience 2008-04-01)

“How societies fare in the long run depends on how they treat their soils. Simple. Concise. You are your
dirt.”
(Carol Ekarius Hobby Farms 2009-02-17)

“Sobering. . . . A timely text that will no doubt stimulate the discussion of this issue, and its potential
solutions, for years to come.”
(Environment & History 2009-11-01)

“Strengthen[s] appreciation for how important the soil is to our existence.”
(Great Plains Research 2009-05-19)

“This book is a thorough and enlightening treatment of the topic.”
(The Perennial Bookworm 2011-03-07)

“Sounds an ever timely and necessary clarion call.”
(Vadose Zone Journal 2010-05-17)

From the Inside Flap

"From this gritty and compelling state-of-our-earth report comes the inescapable truth that we are nothing if
not dirty-minded. A brilliant and essential book."—Roger Swain, science editor of Horticulture magazine

"The relationship between soils and societies has been crucial for humankind for 10,000 years. David
Montgomery brings a geomorphologist's eye and a world-historical vision to the subject, showing why it
demands our attention."—J.R. McNeill, author of Something New Under the Sun

“In our cyber-charged age, it’s easy to forget that all six billion of us stand on the thin skin of the earth.
Humanity is agriculture and agriculture is soil, just as it has been for 10,000 years. David Montgomery—a
competent digger of dirt and an engaging storyteller—shows how a close look at the soil can reveal a
surprising amount about who we are and where we are headed.”—Richard Manning, author of Against the
Grain: How Agriculture Has Hijacked Civilization

About the Author

David R. Montgomery, Professor of Earth and Space Sciences at the University of Washington, is author of
King of Fish: The Thousand-Year Run of Salmon.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steven Williams:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These
are reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Dirt: The Erosion of Civilizations.

Rose Slagle:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Dirt: The Erosion of Civilizations as the
daily resource information.

James Jackson:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will get
lot of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is definitely Dirt: The Erosion of Civilizations.

Donna Canales:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Dirt: The Erosion of
Civilizations that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all
over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react toward
the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you
who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit,
you can pick Dirt: The Erosion of Civilizations become your current starter.
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