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Tomas Sedlacek has shaken the study of economics as few ever have. Named one
of the "Young Guns" and one of the "five hot minds in economics" by the Yale
Economic Review, he serves on the National Economic Council in Prague, where
his provocative writing has achieved bestseller status. How has he done it? By
arguing a simple, almost heretical proposition: economics is ultimately about
good and evil.

In The Economics of Good and Evil, Sedlacek radically rethinks his field,
challenging our assumptions about the world. Economics is touted as a science, a
value-free mathematical inquiry, he writes, but it's actually a cultural
phenomenon, a product of our civilization. It began within philosophy--Adam
Smith himself not only wrote The Wealth of Nations, but also The Theory of
Moral Sentiments--and economics, as Sedlacek shows, is woven out of history,
myth, religion, and ethics. "Even the most sophisticated mathematical model,"
Sedlacek writes, "is, de facto, a story, a parable, our effort to (rationally) grasp
the world around us." Economics not only describes the world, but establishes
normative standards, identifying ideal conditions. Science, he claims, is a system
of beliefs to which we are committed. To grasp the beliefs underlying economics,
he breaks out of the field's confines with a tour de force exploration of economic
thinking, broadly defined, over the millennia. He ranges from the epic of
Gilgamesh and the Old Testament to the emergence of Christianity, from
Descartes and Adam Smith to the consumerism in Fight Club. Throughout, he
asks searching meta-economic questions: What is the meaning and the point of
economics? Can we do ethically all that we can do technically? Does it pay to be
good?

Placing the wisdom of philosophers and poets over strict mathematical models of
human behavior, Sedlacek's groundbreaking work promises to change the way
we calculate economic value.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mellisa White:

The book Economics of Good and Evil: The Quest for Economic Meaning from Gilgamesh to Wall Street
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must
we leave a very important thing like a book Economics of Good and Evil: The Quest for Economic Meaning
from Gilgamesh to Wall Street? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that
book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of
these. Book Economics of Good and Evil: The Quest for Economic Meaning from Gilgamesh to Wall Street
has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world
by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Renee Oneal:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Economics of Good and Evil: The Quest
for Economic Meaning from Gilgamesh to Wall Street is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with
the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Claude Gonzalez:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you learn a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us
novel, comics, and soon. The Economics of Good and Evil: The Quest for Economic Meaning from
Gilgamesh to Wall Street will give you new experience in looking at a book.

Virginia Berry:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people



likes examining, not only science book but novel and Economics of Good and Evil: The Quest for Economic
Meaning from Gilgamesh to Wall Street or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how
the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science book, any other book likes Economics of Good and Evil: The Quest for Economic Meaning
from Gilgamesh to Wall Street to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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