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For Sherry Turkle, "We think with the objects we love; we love the objects we
think with." In Evocative Objects, Turkle collects writings by scientists,
humanists, artists, and designers that trace the power of everyday things. These
essays reveal objects as emotional and intellectual companions that anchor
memory, sustain relationships, and provoke new ideas.These days, scholars show
new interest in the importance of the concrete. This volume's special contribution
is its focus on everyday riches: the simplest of objects -- an apple, a datebook, a
laptop computer--are shown to bring philosophy down to earth. The poet
contends, "No ideas but in things." The notion of evocative objects goes further:
objects carry both ideas and passions. In our relations to things, thought and
feeling are inseparable.

Whether it's a student's beloved 1964 Ford Falcon (left behind for a station
wagon and motherhood), or a cello that inspires a meditation on fatherhood, the
intimate objects in this collection are used to reflect on larger themes -- the role
of objects in design and play, discipline and desire, history and exchange,
mourning and memory, transition and passage, meditation and new vision.In the
interest of enriching these connections, Turkle pairs each autobiographical essay
with a text from philosophy, history, literature, or theory, creating juxtapositions
at once playful and profound. So we have Howard Gardner's keyboards and Lev
Vygotsky's hobbyhorses; William Mitchell's Melbourne train and Roland
Barthes' pleasures of text; Joseph Cevetello's glucometer and Donna Haraway's
cyborgs. Each essay is framed by images that are themselves evocative. Essays
by Turkle begin and end the collection, inviting us to look more closely at the
everyday objects of our lives, the familiar objects that drive our routines, hold
our affections, and open out our world in unexpected ways.
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For Sherry Turkle, "We think with the objects we love; we love the objects we think with." In Evocative
Objects, Turkle collects writings by scientists, humanists, artists, and designers that trace the power of
everyday things. These essays reveal objects as emotional and intellectual companions that anchor memory,
sustain relationships, and provoke new ideas.These days, scholars show new interest in the importance of the
concrete. This volume's special contribution is its focus on everyday riches: the simplest of objects -- an
apple, a datebook, a laptop computer--are shown to bring philosophy down to earth. The poet contends, "No
ideas but in things." The notion of evocative objects goes further: objects carry both ideas and passions. In
our relations to things, thought and feeling are inseparable.

Whether it's a student's beloved 1964 Ford Falcon (left behind for a station wagon and motherhood), or a
cello that inspires a meditation on fatherhood, the intimate objects in this collection are used to reflect on
larger themes -- the role of objects in design and play, discipline and desire, history and exchange, mourning
and memory, transition and passage, meditation and new vision.In the interest of enriching these
connections, Turkle pairs each autobiographical essay with a text from philosophy, history, literature, or
theory, creating juxtapositions at once playful and profound. So we have Howard Gardner's keyboards and
Lev Vygotsky's hobbyhorses; William Mitchell's Melbourne train and Roland Barthes' pleasures of text;
Joseph Cevetello's glucometer and Donna Haraway's cyborgs. Each essay is framed by images that are
themselves evocative. Essays by Turkle begin and end the collection, inviting us to look more closely at the
everyday objects of our lives, the familiar objects that drive our routines, hold our affections, and open out
our world in unexpected ways.
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Editorial Review

Review

Original, absorbing, and beautifully written, this collection of essays will forever change the way you look at
the objects in your life.

(Helen Epstein, author of Children of the Holocaust and Where She Came From: A Daughter's Search for
her Mother's History)

A wonderfully evocative (there really is no other word for it) series of meditations on meaningful objects.

(PD Smith The Guardian)

Evocative Objects is a collection of great richness and complexity. Reading these essays transforms one"s
sense of the most commonplace objects, and prompts us to explore the palimpsest of the past within us.

(Jill Ker Conway, President Emerita, Smith College, author of The Road from Coorain)

About the Author

Sherry Turkle is Abby Rockefeller Mauzé Professor of the Social Studies of Science and Technology at MIT
and Founder and Director of the MIT Initiative on Technology and Self. A psychoanalytically trained
sociologist and psychologist, she is the author of The Second Self: Computers and the Human Spirit
(Twentieth Anniversary Edition, MIT Press), Life on the Screen: Identity in the Age of the Internet, and
Psychoanalytic Politics: Jacques Lacan and Freud's French Revolution. She is the editor of Evocative
Objects: Things We Think With, Falling for Science: Objects in Mind, and The Inner History of Devices, all
three published by the MIT Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Roderick Donnell:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while
is reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Evocative
Objects: Things We Think With (MIT Press) book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.



Gail Brasfield:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one works
to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take Evocative Objects: Things We Think With (MIT Press) as the daily resource
information.

Sang Weems:

Typically the book Evocative Objects: Things We Think With (MIT Press) will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Evocative Objects: Things We Think With
(MIT Press) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so
you can more readily to read the book.

Thelma Martin:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Evocative Objects: Things We Think With (MIT Press)
was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Evocative Objects:
Things We Think With (MIT Press) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto
or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of
book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best
book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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