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1907 Edwardian Dublin, a city of whispers and rumors. At the Abbey Theatre W.
B. Y eatsisworking with the talented John Synge, his resident playwright. It is
here that Synge, the author of The Playboy of the Western World and The
Tinker's Wedding, will meet an actress till in her teens named Molly Allgood.
Rebellious, irreverent, beautiful, flirtatious, Molly isagirl of the inner-city
tenements, dreaming of stardom in America. Witty and watchful, she has dozens
of admirers, but it is the damaged older playwright who is her secret passion
despite the barriers of age, class, education, and religion.

Syngeis atroubled, reticent genius, the son of a once prosperous landowning
family, a poet of fiery language and tempestuous passions. Yet hislifeis
hampered by conventions and by the austere and God-fearing mother with whom
he lives. Scarred by a childhood of immense |oneliness and severity, he haslong
beenill, but he loves to walk the wild places of Ireland. The affair, sternly
opposed by friends and family, is turbulent, sometimes cruel, and often tender.

1950s postwar London, an old woman walks across the city in the wake of a
hurricane. As she wanders past bomb sites and through the forlorn beauty of
wrecked terraces and wintry parks, her mind driftsin and out of the present as
she remembers her life's great love, her once dazzling career, and her travelsin
America. Vivid and beautifully written, Molly’ s swirling, fractured narrative
moves from Dublin to London viaNew Y ork with luminous language and raw
feeling. Ghost Light is a story of great sadness and joy—atour de force from the
widely acclaimed and bestselling author of Star of the Sea.
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1907 Edwardian Dublin, a city of whispers and rumors. At the Abbey Theatre W. B. Y eats is working with
the talented John Synge, his resident playwright. It is here that Synge, the author of The Playboy of the
Western World and The Tinker’s Wedding, will meet an actress still in her teens named Molly Allgood.
Rebellious, irreverent, beautiful, flirtatious, Molly isagirl of the inner-city tenements, dreaming of stardom
in America. Witty and watchful, she has dozens of admirers, but it is the damaged older playwright who is
her secret passion despite the barriers of age, class, education, and religion.

Synge is atroubled, reticent genius, the son of a once prosperous landowning family, a poet of fiery language
and tempestuous passions. Y et hislifeis hampered by conventions and by the austere and God-fearing
mother with whom he lives. Scarred by a childhood of immense loneliness and severity, he has long beeniill,
but he lovesto walk the wild places of Ireland. The affair, sternly opposed by friends and family, is

turbulent, sometimes cruel, and often tender.

1950s postwar London, an old woman walks across the city in the wake of a hurricane. As she wanders past
bomb sites and through the forlorn beauty of wrecked terraces and wintry parks, her mind driftsin and out of
the present as she remembers her life' sgreat love, her once dazzling career, and her travelsin America.
Vivid and beautifully written, Molly’s swirling, fractured narrative moves from Dublin to London via New

Y ork with luminous language and raw feeling. Ghost Light is a story of great sadness and joy—atour de
force from the widely acclaimed and bestselling author of Star of the Sea.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

O'Connor (Redemption Falls) presents aturbulent love story loosely based on the relationship between Irish
playwright John Synge and actress Molly Allgood. The story opensin post-WWII London, where Molly isa
spinster with afondness for drink, but through a series of reminiscences the reader learns that, in her youth,
she was a promising actress out of the poorer quarters of Dublin. Working in atheater group that included
her more talented ol der sister and W.B. Y eats, Molly soon devel ops an attraction to the significantly older
playwright Synge. Sheis pugnacious and ambitious, he circumspect and introverted, but the two secretly fall
in with one another, and over the course of years they struggle with the differencesin their age, class, and
religion, and with their respective temperaments and expectations. The voice of old, broken Mally isan
impressive creation, and the narrative convincingly plunges the reader into a tumultuous and tender account
of atortured romance, though some of O'Connor's stylistic choices (notably abrupt tense and perspective
shifts within Molly's head) impede narrative momentum and yield a reading experience that feels heavy and
too hazy. (Feb.)

(c) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

In 1950s L ondon, a drunken, broken-down old woman recalls her passionate love affair with a gifted
playwright. O’ Connor fictionalizes the real-life relationship between promising young actress Molly Allgood
and tortured playwright J.M. Synge, author of The Playboy of the Western World. When 18-year-old Molly
joinsthe celebrated Abbey Theater ensemble in 1907, she quickly becomes enamored of the extremely
talented but emationally remote Synge. As the action stretches back and forth between post-WWI1 London
and Edwardian Dublin, the bittersweet disconnect between the vital and passionate Molly of the past and the
shuffling survivor of the present is heartrending. Although plenty of poetic license istaken in rendering this
rumored love story, the emotional impact of the narrative rings true. --Margaret Flanagan

Review

“A great ambitious novel about love and loss. Joseph O’ Connor has the magic touch, and | can't imagine
many better—or braver—novels coming out this year.” —Colum McCann, author of Let the Great World

Soin
“A brilliant novel.” —Joseph O’ Neil, author of Netherland

“When | think of Ghost Light, the words climb over each other to befirst in the queue: brilliant, beautiful,
exhilarating, heartbreaking, masterly. It’s that good.” —Roddy Doyle, author of Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha

“It has an astonishing command of voice and period detail, and offers an intimacy with the lives of others
that israrein fiction.” —Colm Taéibin, author of Brooklyn
“A spellbinding read.” —Aisling Foster, The Times (London)

“Ghost Light is atender and compassionate love story, and a fine stepping stone to the majesty of Synge.”
—Times Literary Supplement


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

“Remarkable, radiant and captivating . . . On top of the biographical information concerning these two,
Synge and his Molly, Joseph O’ Connor hasimposed afictional overlay, and makes a vivid performance of it
... Deeply and resolutely imagined, Ghost Light casts its heroine as a charming and robust, playful and
wayward young girl, committed to the well-being of the rather difficult and gloomy JM Synge. Molly
Allgood, in thisversion, has agood deal of Molly Bloom in her make-up, and alively intelligence to boot . .
. Inthisincarnation, [she] is afigure of great gaiety and aplomb; and O’ Connor’ s novel carries all the
pungency and resonance of a particular era of the past.” —Patricoa Craig, The Independent

“A moving tale.” —The Sunday Telegraph
“An entertaining read that carries atouching tale.” —The Economist

“Masterful . . . With his previous novels, Sar of the Sea and Redemption Falls, O’ Connor carved out a
unique way of playing his storyteller’s hand over awide landscape, with the use of invented documentation
and textual adventure. Ghost Light brings that achievement to a new dimension, more specifically located
and yet all the more masterful in its management of re-imagined lives and the time they inhabit . . . The
writing islyrical and moving.” —Hugo Hamilton, The Financial Times

“With his usual deftness and intelligence, O’ Connor bringsto life the intense love affair between young
actress Molly Allgood and the great Irish playwright IM Synge. . . Brilliant.” —The Daily Mirror

“Joseph O’ Connor’ s seventh novel, Ghost Light, will give days of pleasure to tens and tens of thousands of
readers. It isagreat love story, with extras: avirtuoso display of literary talent, atribute to the Hiberno-
English heritage of lore and lyricism and an interpretation of the Irish literary revival asthe fruit of settler
and native, Protestant and Catholic . . . One of the novel’s great achievementsis not just to display
imaginative power but also to show how the imagination works. . . A stroke of genius.” —Adrian Frazier,
Irish Times

“Engrossing stuff . . . Beautifully written and charming.” —The Independent on Sunday

“What shinesin the end is O’ Connor’ s precise style bolstered by quick flashes of hiswicked humour. Ghost
Light is a careful, thoughtful story, the worlds of which are impeccably rendered.” —Irish Examiner

“Ghost Light isasad and stirring story of love and loss, and O’ Connor skillfully bringsto life a brief affair
that burned brightly and for Molly, was never extinguished.” —Claire O’ Mahony, Irish Sunday Tribune

“A tender, haunting tale . . . An original and moving love story.” —Marie Claire

“QO’ Connor has fashioned a deeply moving, beautifully written story . . . Admirers of hiswriting will take
pleasure not only in the ambitious range of Ghost Light and its depth of feeling but also in the nodsin the
direction of the author’ simmediately preceding novels, Redemption Falls, and, before that, Star of the Sea . .
. Ghost Light stands up to scrutiny on its own terms. It is a profoundly sad story, but triumphant.” —Scotland
Herald

“The author displaystypical imaginative virtuosity and emotional depth . . . Aswell as being impressively
well crafted, the novel iswreathed in language of Joycean richness. [O’ Connor’ s] prose istuned to asingular
lyrical frequency.” —The Sunday Times

“Superbly written, magically evocative novel.” —The Scotsman

“Ghost Light isaspirited novel . . . Like her namesake Molly Bloom, Allgood is an earthy, wily and sexually



magnetic creation but O’ Connor’sreal feat isin his careful deployment of Hiberno-English by which he not
only doffs his cap to Synge but gives flesh and blood to Molly’ s neglected life story.” —The Metro

“Ghost Light will give days of pleasure to tens and tens of thousands of readers. It isagreat love story, with
extras. avirtuoso display of literary talent, atribute to the Hiberno-English heritage of lore and lyricism and
an interpretation of the Irish literary revival asthe fruit of settler and native, Protestant and Cathalic . . .
Brimming with sympathy and skill.” —rish Times

“Joe O’ Connor occupies a special placein Irish life. The novel isartfully constructed . . . O’ Connor’s
evocation of such adifficult, morbid and yet morally beautiful man through the memory of an earthy and
vivacious woman is remarkably ambitious and imaginative. Ghost Light isfull of . . . dly pleasures and there
isagreat deal of broad comedy.” —The Irish Independent

“Lyrical and moving.” —The Sunday Tribune

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Bertha Costa;

The book Ghost Light: A Novel can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So
just why must we leave the good thing like a book Ghost Light: A Novel? Several of you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Ghost Light: A Novel has simple shape neverthel ess,
you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can search the enormous world by open and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.

Cameron Rodriquez:

The reserve untitled Ghost Light: A Novel is the publication that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see
the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that creator use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did alot of research when write the book, so
the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also might get the e-book of Ghost Light:
A Novel from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Amanda Acuna:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or al their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fedl it? Will you something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test ook for
book, may be the e-book untitled Ghost Light: A Novel can be excellent book to read. May be it could be
best activity to you.



Mary Clement:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Ghost Light: A Novel
that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all
over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they react when
it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or
woman but for al of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you can pick Ghost Light: A Novel become your own starter.
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