
Hysteria

By Christopher Bollas

Hysteria By Christopher Bollas

Hysteria has disappeared from contemporary culture only insofar as it has been
subjected to a repression through the popular diagnosis of 'borderline personality
disorder'.
In Hysteria the distinguished psychoanalyst Christopher Bollas offers an original
and illuminating theory of hysteria that weaves its well-known features -
repressed sexual ideas; indifference to conversion; over-identification with the
other - into the hysteric form.
Through a rereading of Freud, Bollas argues that sexuality in itself is traumatic to
all children, as it 'destroys' the relation to the mother, transfiguring her from
'mamma', the infant's caregiver, to 'mother', the child's and father's sex object. For
the hysteric this recognition is endlessly traumatic and the hysterical personality
forms itself into an organised opposition to this knowledge.
True to his earlier writings, Bollas' vision is thought provoking and mind
expanding. Hysteria brings new perspectives to long-standing ideas, making
enlightening reading for students and professionals involved in psychoanalysis
and psychotherapy alike, as well as the lay reader who takes an interest in the
formation of personality in western culture.
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Hysteria has disappeared from contemporary culture only insofar as it has been subjected to a repression
through the popular diagnosis of 'borderline personality disorder'.
In Hysteria the distinguished psychoanalyst Christopher Bollas offers an original and illuminating theory of
hysteria that weaves its well-known features - repressed sexual ideas; indifference to conversion; over-
identification with the other - into the hysteric form.
Through a rereading of Freud, Bollas argues that sexuality in itself is traumatic to all children, as it 'destroys'
the relation to the mother, transfiguring her from 'mamma', the infant's caregiver, to 'mother', the child's and
father's sex object. For the hysteric this recognition is endlessly traumatic and the hysterical personality
forms itself into an organised opposition to this knowledge.
True to his earlier writings, Bollas' vision is thought provoking and mind expanding. Hysteria brings new
perspectives to long-standing ideas, making enlightening reading for students and professionals involved in
psychoanalysis and psychotherapy alike, as well as the lay reader who takes an interest in the formation of
personality in western culture.
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Editorial Review

Review
Bollas draws on decades of clinical experience in Hysteria, and excites the imagination ... His blend of
theoretical speculation and clinical material is heady stuff.

About the Author
Christopher Bollas is a psychoanalyst in private practice in London. He is the author of The Shadow of the
Object (1987), Being a Character (1992), Cracking Up (1995), The New Informants (with David Sundelson)
(1995), and The Mystery of Things (1999).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Hager:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed
Hysteria? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other
opinion?

Lisa Knight:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but
the problems coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Hysteria is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Jeffery Harman:

Typically the book Hysteria has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write
this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Faye Pearson:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Hysteria that give your fun



preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as
the opportunity for people to know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be
mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants
to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to
pick Hysteria become your personal starter.
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