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This study is concerned with how readers are positioned to interpret the past in
historical fiction for children and young adults. Looking at literature published
within the last thirty to forty years, Wilson identifies and explores a prevalent
trend for re-visioning and rewriting the past according to modern social and
political ideological assumptions. Fiction within this genre, while concerned with
the past at the level of content, is additionally concerned with present views of
that historical past because of the future to which it is moving. Specific areas of
discussion include the identification of a new sub-genre: Living history fiction,
stories of Joan of Arc, historical fiction featuring agentic females, the very
popular Scholastic Press historical journal series, fictions of war, and historical
fiction featuring multicultural discourses.

Wilson observes specific traits in historical fiction written for children ? most
notably how the notion of positive progress into the future is nuanced differently
in this literature in which the concept of progress from the past is inextricably
linked to the protagonist’s potential for agency and the realization of subjectivity.
The genre consistently manifests a concern with identity construction that in turn
informs and influences how a metanarrative of positive progress is played out.
This book engages in a discussion of the functionality of the past within the genre
and offers an interpretative frame for the sifting out of the present from the past
in historical fiction for young readers.
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This study is concerned with how readers are positioned to interpret the past in historical fiction for children
and young adults. Looking at literature published within the last thirty to forty years, Wilson identifies and
explores a prevalent trend for re-visioning and rewriting the past according to modern social and political
ideological assumptions. Fiction within this genre, while concerned with the past at the level of content, is
additionally concerned with present views of that historical past because of the future to which it is moving.
Specific areas of discussion include the identification of a new sub-genre: Living history fiction, stories of
Joan of Arc, historical fiction featuring agentic females, the very popular Scholastic Press historical journal
series, fictions of war, and historical fiction featuring multicultural discourses.

Wilson observes specific traits in historical fiction written for children ? most notably how the notion of
positive progress into the future is nuanced differently in this literature in which the concept of progress from
the past is inextricably linked to the protagonist’s potential for agency and the realization of subjectivity. The
genre consistently manifests a concern with identity construction that in turn informs and influences how a
metanarrative of positive progress is played out. This book engages in a discussion of the functionality of the
past within the genre and offers an interpretative frame for the sifting out of the present from the past in
historical fiction for young readers.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Kim Wilson recently completed a PhD in English, specializing in children's literature, at Macquarie
University. Her research examined the ideological framing of children’s historical fiction published over the
last forty years. Her most recent publication, ‘Living History Fiction’. Papers 20.1 (2010): 77-86, argues for
a new sub-genre in historical fiction.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Vivian Obrien:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question because just their can
do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from
on guardería until university need this particular Re-visioning Historical Fiction for Young Readers: The
Past through Modern Eyes (Children's Literature and Culture) to read.

Ronald Smith:

Here thing why that Re-visioning Historical Fiction for Young Readers: The Past through Modern Eyes
(Children's Literature and Culture) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good
but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Re-visioning
Historical Fiction for Young Readers: The Past through Modern Eyes (Children's Literature and Culture)
giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide
that similar with Re-visioning Historical Fiction for Young Readers: The Past through Modern Eyes
(Children's Literature and Culture). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the
thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Re-visioning Historical Fiction for Young
Readers: The Past through Modern Eyes (Children's Literature and Culture) in e-book can be your option.

Bridget Chacon:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Re-visioning Historical Fiction for Young Readers: The Past through
Modern Eyes (Children's Literature and Culture) book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style.



You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the
knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of Re-visioning Historical Fiction for Young Readers: The
Past through Modern Eyes (Children's Literature and Culture) content conveys thinking easily to understand
by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different such as
it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Re-visioning Historical Fiction for Young Readers: The Past through
Modern Eyes (Children's Literature and Culture) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Nancy Soto:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the
books in the top list in your reading list will be Re-visioning Historical Fiction for Young Readers: The Past
through Modern Eyes (Children's Literature and Culture). This book which is qualified as The Hungry
Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you
can get many advantages.
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