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The untold story of the woman who helped to make one of humanity's greatest
discoveries - DNA - but who was never given credit for doing so. 'Our dark lady
is leaving us next week.' On 7 March 1953 Maurice Wilkins of King's College,
London, wrote to Francis Crick at the Cavendish laboratories in Cambridge to
say that as soon as his obstructive female colleague was gone from King's, he,
Crick, and James Watson, a young American working with Crick, could go full
speed ahead with solving the structure of the DNA molecule that lies in every
gene. Not long after, the pair whose names will be forever linked announced to
the world that they had discovered the secret of life. But could Crick and Watson
have done it without the 'dark lady'? In two years at King's, Franklin had made
major contributions to the understanding of DNA. She established its existence in
two forms, she worked out the position of the phosphorous atoms in its
backbone. Most crucially, using X-ray techniques that may have contributed
significantly to her later death from cancer at the tragically young age of thirty-
seven, she had taken beautiful photographs of the patterns of DNA. This is the
extraordinarily powerful story of Rosalind Franklin, told by one of our greatest
biographers; the single-minded young scientist whose contribution to arguably
the most significant discovery of all time went unrecognised, elbowed aside in
the rush for glory, and who died too young to recover her claim to some of that
reputation, a woman who was not the wife of anybody and who is a myth in the
making. Like a medieval saint, Franklin looms larger as she recedes in time. She
has become a feminist icon, the Sylvia Plath of molecular biology. This will be a
full and balanced biography, that will examine Franklin's abruptness and
tempestuousness, her loneliness and her relationships, the powerful family from
which she sprang and the uniqueness of the work in which she was engaged. It is
a vivid portrait, in sum, of a gifted young woman drawn against a background of
women's education, Anglo-Jewry and the greatest scientific discovery of the
century.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Brenda Maddox has done a great service to science and history."--San Francisco Chronicle Book Review

About the Author
Brenda Maddox graduated from Harvard and has written several biographies of Elizabeth Taylor,
D.H.Lawrence, Nora Joyce and W.B. Yeats. She has two children, and is married to the editor emeritus of
Nature Sir John Maddox; she is a past chairman of the Association of British Science Writers and former
judge of science writing in competitions such as that of the Committee for Public Understanding of Science.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lorraine Briggs:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Rosalind
Franklin: The Dark Lady of DNA? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can
spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has
the opinion or you have other opinion?

Kevin Pinkney:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Rosalind Franklin: The Dark Lady of DNA
will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about
every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with
you?

Dolores Young:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get wide range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time,
we will say absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
are there when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book
you have read is Rosalind Franklin: The Dark Lady of DNA.



William Burmeister:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose
book like comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Rosalind
Franklin: The Dark Lady of DNA that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world
much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you
who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick Rosalind Franklin: The Dark Lady of DNA
become your current starter.
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