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The exploration of the upper atmosphere was given ajump start in the United
States by German V-2 rockets - Hitler's "vengeance weapon" - captured at the
end of World War I1. The science performed with these missiles was largely
determined by the missile itself, such as learning more about the medium through
which aballistic missile travels. Groups rapidly formed within the military and
military-funded university laboratories to build instruments to investigate the
Earth's upper atmosphere and ionosphere, the nature of cosmic radiation, and the
ultraviolet spectrum of the Sun. Few, if any, members of these research groups
had prior experience or demonstrated interests in atmospheric, cosmic-ray, or
solar physics. Although scientific agendas were at first centered on what could be
done with missiles and how to make ballistic missile systems work, reports on
techniques and results were widely publicized as the research groups and their
patrons sought scientific legitimacy and learned how to make their science an
integral part of the national security state. The process by which these groups
gained scientific and institutional authority was far from straightforward and
offers useful insight both for the historian and for the scientist concerned with
how specialties born within the military services became part of post-war
American science.
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The exploration of the upper atmosphere was given ajump start in the United States by German V-2 rockets
- Hitler's "vengeance weapon" - captured at the end of World War 11. The science performed with these
missiles was largely determined by the missile itself, such as learning more about the medium through which
aballistic missile travels. Groups rapidly formed within the military and military-funded university
laboratories to build instruments to investigate the Earth's upper atmosphere and ionosphere, the nature of
cosmic radiation, and the ultraviolet spectrum of the Sun. Few, if any, members of these research groups had
prior experience or demonstrated interests in atmospheric, cosmic-ray, or solar physics. Although scientific
agendas were at first centered on what could be done with missiles and how to make ballistic missile systems
work, reports on techniques and results were widely publicized as the research groups and their patrons
sought scientific legitimacy and learned how to make their science an integral part of the national security
state. The process by which these groups gained scientific and institutional authority was far from
straightforward and offers useful insight both for the historian and for the scientist concerned with how
specialties born within the military services became part of post-war American science.
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Editorial Review

Review

From the reviews:

"Thisisthe story of aselect group of American scientists. In the aftermath of World War 11 they banded
together, seized an opportunity, and set in mation events that culminated in what is known today as “space
science'...there is much to commend in this work to anyone interested in the evolution of American science
in the 20th century. DeVorkin marshals an impressive amount of information, most of it drawn from primary
sources, to explain the people and institutions that promoted scientific research with rockets..." --- Air &
Space

"Science with aVengeance is aplay on words for an exceptionally thorough, well-researched description of
the origins of US space science. Young US scientists used Hitler's V-2 Vengeance weapon to conduct the
first observations from high in the earth's atmosphere...Many photographs are from private collections...An
easy-reading must for anyone interested in the early days of US rocket science." --- CHOICE

"...Having secured boxcarloads of V-2 parts, the US military sought to determine their use and purpose, in
part by a series of test firings of these wonder weapons...This exhaustively researched and lavishly illustrated
volume...is an important contribution to the historical study of postwar American science." --- Physics Today
"Thisis certain to become the standard work on its subject...impeccably researched...Anyone concerned with
adeep analysis of the forces shaping contemporary science and technology would profit from reading this." -
-- SR. Weart, AIP Center for History of Physics

"...I learned a great deal from reading this...[it] recaptured the driving enthusiasm and spirit of the work as
well as the exhilaration of our successes and the frustration of our failures....[DeVorkin] has distilled and
interpreted a huge amount of raw material into an insightful and readable account...." --- James A. Van
Allen, The University of lowa

Users Review
From reader reviews:
John Wannamaker:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when
those information which isin the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which
oneis acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen inside you if you take Science With A Vengeance: How the Military Created the US Space Sciences
After World War |1 (Springer Study Edition) as your daily resource information.

Beverly Hummell:

This Science With A Vengeance: How the Military Created the US Space Sciences After World War |1
(Springer Study Edition) is great guide for you because the content and that is full of information for you
who all always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it information
accurately using great plan word or we can point out ho rambling sentencesinside. So if you are read this



hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Science With A Vengeance: How the
Military Created the US Space Sciences After World War 1l (Springer Study Edition) in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, factsin it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you
world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi
Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Clifford Stoner:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find alot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.

Y ou can see that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Science With A Vengeance: How the Military Created the US Space
Sciences After World War 11 (Springer Study Edition) this e-book consist alot of the information from the
condition of thisworld now. This specific book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect
styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some research when
he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.

Donald Noble:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Science With A Vengeance: How the
Military Created the US Space Sciences After World War 11 (Springer Study Edition) can give you alot of
close friends because by you taking alook at this one book you have point that they don't and make a person
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Science With A Vengeance: How the Military Created the US Space
Sciences After World War |1 (Springer Study Edition).
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