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Amanda and Lena have been soccer stars and best friends for years, but now,
when Amanda makes the junior varsity team and Lena makes the varsity,
Amanda finds herself increasingly shut out of her friend's life. Suddenly,
everything Amanda took for granted is changing--but she's about to discover that
might not be bad. Brendan Halpin's new novel is about friendship, family, soccer,
and the confusing time when everything that used to feel simple suddenly feels
complicated.
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Amanda and Lena have been soccer stars and best friends for years, but now, when Amanda makes the
junior varsity team and Lena makes the varsity, Amanda finds herself increasingly shut out of her friend's
life. Suddenly, everything Amanda took for granted is changing--but she's about to discover that might not
be bad. Brendan Halpin's new novel is about friendship, family, soccer, and the confusing time when
everything that used to feel simple suddenly feels complicated.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 7-9–Best friends Amanda and Lena have always been an unstoppable pair on the soccer field. Although
ninth graders rarely make the varsity team, they are hopeful. But a recent growth spurt has caused Amanda to
develop Sever's disease, a temporary disorder that causes significant heel pain and that has affected her
game. It's still an unexpected blow, though, when Lena makes the cut and she has been relegated to JV. As
much as the two girls try to pretend that their friendship won't be affected, it is; in addition to the different
practices and games, Lena is socializing more with the juniors and seniors. Things come to a head when she
asks Amanda to accompany her to a party so that she can meet up with a guy she likes. Unable to deceive her
dad and stepmom, Amanda comes clean about the evening's activities, and Lena's parents find out where she
really was. The dialogue is spot-on, and the characters are fully fleshed out. Amanda's loss of her mom when
she was young and the resulting blended family are important threads. Her narration rings true with a
captivating mix of teenage humor and insecurity. While there is plenty of soccer action for fans of the sport,
the book will also appeal to teens looking for a solid friendship story. Halpin manages to convey the benefits
of doing the right thing, but without preachiness.Kim Dare, Fairfax County Public Schools, VA
© Copyright 2010. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No
redistribution permitted.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* A heel condition (as well as being a freshman in a seniority-dominated system) keeps
Amanda from making the varsity soccer team. That wouldn’t be so bad except her best friend, Lena, makes
the cut, plays like a star, and becomes popular to boot. Amanda, stuck playing goalie for the first time
(though turns out she’s pretty good), has to deal with the mortifying crucible of entering high school without
the crutch of her best bud, yet eventually she finds some friendly faces and learns a bit about what the
choices you make say about you. Lena’s preference for parties and cute boys over a lifelong friend is an all-
too-common high-school situation. Halpin (Forever Changes, 2008) has a knack for fleshing out a wide cast
of characters and a keen ear for realistic dialogue. While he keeps the soccer-action details subdued, this is
still a very sports-oriented read, and he instills a solid sense of what team sports are so good at (building
confidence, creating bonds) without sounding like a tired gym teacher repeating maxims about teamwork and
sportsmanship. In addition, Amanda makes her share of mistakes involving (others’) drinking and lying but
responds to them in a believably smart fashion. A quick, good-natured, and perceptive read about best
friends growing apart, no doubt one of the hardest parts of growing up. Grades 8-10. --Ian Chipman

Review

“A quick, good-natured, and perceptive read about best friends growing apart, no doubt one of the hardest
parts of growing up.” ?Starred, Booklist

“The dialogue is spot-on, and the characters are fully fleshed out . . . . While there is plenty of soccer action
for fans of the sport, the book will also appeal to teens looking for a solid friendship story. Halpin manages
to convey the benefits of doing the right thing, but without preachiness.” ?School Library Journal

“Halpin's narrative adeptly segues between adrenaline-filled soccer matches to more reflective,
contemplative passages. Amanda's quandary will resonate with readers as she tackles timely topics such as
friendship woes, teen drinking and family life with admirable aplomb.” ?Kirkus Reviews

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ellen Wirth:

The guide untitled Shutout is the publication that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of
the reserve content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the
information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Shutout
from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Rodney Schmitt:

Shutout can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because
this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit
entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every
word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Shutout but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader
the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Sheldon McLean:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Shutout e-book written by well-known
writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who read the book.
Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own
personal hunger then you still hesitation Shutout as good book not only by the cover but also with the
content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another
sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to
an additional sixth sense.

Jon Fuselier:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the
top checklist in your reading list is usually Shutout. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines
can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can get
many advantages.
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