
The Coral Sea

By Patti Smith

The Coral Sea By Patti Smith

A tribute to photographer Robert Mapplethorpe by his friend Patti Smith, these
poems tell the story of the passenger "M", on a journey to see the Southern
Cross, who is reflecting on his life and fighting the illness that is consuming him.
The narrative is accompanied by 13 of Mapplethorpe's photographs.
Metaphorical and dreamy, this tale of transformation arises from the author's
knowledge of Mapplethorpe as a young man and as a mature artist, his close
friendship with his patron, Sam Wagstaff, his years surviving AIDS, and his
death. Patti Smith shared a friendship with him for over two decades. She was
Mapplethorpe's first model, they collaborated on a film, "Still Moving", and had
a joint exhibition of their work at the Robert Miller Gallery in 1978. In this
tribute, she recasts her grief to recapture Mapplethorpe's life in the past and his
future in his art.
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She was once our savage Rimbaud, but suffering has turned her into our St. John of the Cross, a mystic full
of compassion. -- Edmund White

About the Author
Patti Smith is a poet, performer, visual artist, and author of the National Book Award-winning memoir Just
Kids. She has twelve albums, has had numerous gallery shows, and continues to give concerts of her music
and poetry. Her books include Early Work, The Coral Sea, Witt, Babel, Auguries of Innocence,
Woolgathering, Land 250, Trois, and many others. She lives in New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bernard McLaren:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book The Coral Sea will make you
to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you
think that open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like
that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Hannah Norton:

This The Coral Sea book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit



you have by reading this book will be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which
is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. That The Coral Sea without we know teach
the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry The Coral Sea can
bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within
your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Coral Sea having excellent arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Harry Duffey:

This The Coral Sea are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
reason why of this The Coral Sea can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you
more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock
your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever
your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Coral Sea forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Vincent Mickens:

You may get this The Coral Sea by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be
your solve issue if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply
by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you
just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own
ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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