T'he Dark Side of the

The Dark Side of the Left: llliberal
Egalitarianism in America (American Political
Thought) (American Political Thought
(University Press of Kansas))

By Richard J. Ellis

Read Online ©

The Dark Side of the Left: Illiberal Egalitarianism in America (American
Poalitical Thought) (American Political Thought (University Press of
Kansas)) By Richard J. Ellis

Why do people who identify themselves as liberal or egalitarian sometimes
embrace intolerance or even preach violence? |lliberalism has come to be
expected of the right in this country; its occurrence on the left is more
paradoxical but no lessreal. Although equality lies at the heart of the liberal
tradition, the earnest pursuit of egalitarian goals has often come at the expense of
other liberal ideals.

In this provocative book, Richard J. Ellis examines the illiberal tendencies that
have characterized egalitarian movements throughout American history, from the
radical abolitionists of the 1830s to the New Left activists of the 1960s. He also
takes on contemporary radical feminists like Catherine MacKinnon and radical
environmental groups like Earth First! to show that, even today, many of the
American |eft's sacred cows have cloven hooves.

Ellisidentifies the organizational and ideologica dilemmas that caused Students
for a Democratic Society to transform itself from a democratic to an elitist
organization, or that allow radicalsto justify illegal acts aslong asthey are free
of self-interest. He explains how orthodoxy arises within a group from the need
to maintain distance from a society it views as hopelessly corrupt, and how
individuals committed to egalitarian causes are particularly susceptible to
illiberalism even poets like Walt Whitman, who celebrated the common people
but often expressed contempt for their mundane lives. Political correctness,
idealizing the oppressed, and an affinity for authoritarian and charismatic leaders
are all parts of what Ellis calls "the dark side of the left."

Building on the groundwork laid by Richard Hofstadter in his pioneering book,
The Age of Reform, Ellis exposes the shortcomings of today's left and provides a
badly needed historical perspective on the contemporary debate over "political
correctness.” The Dark Sde of the Left is agutsy book that is essential reading
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for anyone who occasionally feels dark forebodings about seemingly noble
causes.
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Why do people who identify themselves as liberal or egalitarian sometimes embrace intolerance or even
preach violence? llliberalism has come to be expected of the right in this country; its occurrence on the left is
more paradoxical but no lessreal. Although equality lies at the heart of the liberal tradition, the earnest
pursuit of egalitarian goals has often come at the expense of other liberal ideals.

In this provocative book, Richard J. Ellis examines the illiberal tendencies that have characterized egalitarian
movements throughout American history, from the radical abolitionists of the 1830sto the New Left activists
of the 1960s. He also takes on contemporary radical feminists like Catherine MacKinnon and radical
environmental groups like Earth First! to show that, even today, many of the American left's sacred cows
have cloven hooves.

Ellis identifies the organizational and ideological dilemmas that caused Students for a Democratic Society to
transform itself from a democratic to an elitist organization, or that allow radicals to justify illegal acts as
long asthey are free of self-interest. He explains how orthodoxy arises within a group from the need to
maintain distance from a society it views as hopelessly corrupt, and how individuals committed to egalitarian
causes are particularly susceptibleto illiberalism even poets like Walt Whitman, who celebrated the common
people but often expressed contempt for their mundane lives. Political correctness, idealizing the oppressed,
and an affinity for authoritarian and charismatic leaders are all parts of what Ellis calls "the dark side of the
left.”

Building on the groundwork laid by Richard Hofstadter in his pioneering book, The Age of Reform, Ellis
exposes the shortcomings of today's left and provides a badly needed historical perspective on the
contemporary debate over "political correctness.” The Dark Sde of the Left is agutsy book that is essential
reading for anyone who occasionally feels dark forebodings about seemingly noble causes.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

In his second paragraph, Ellis quickly points out that heis alifelong Democrat, a " card-carrying member" of
the ACLU, an environmentalist, a supporter of women's rights and afederalist. If it seems rather defensive,
that is, in some way, the point of his book. Here, Ellis (American Political Cultures) offers a provocative
critique of left-wing movements from 19th-century utopians to abolitionists to the old |eft of the inter-war
era, to the New Left of the Vietham eraand, finally, to contemporary radical feminists like Catharine
MacKinnon and certain environmental activists. Through an examination of speeches, books and articles,
Ellis tries to document how varied ideologues abandoned their egalitarian principlesin favor of rigid political
correctness, sometimes slipping into violence and elitism. At root, Ellis sees atendency to romanticize "the
People"?'those powerful, natural persons whose heroism needs no drug of fame or applause to enable them
to continue: those humble, mighty parts of the mass," to quote American Communist Michael Gold?while, to
guote Gold again, denigrating "the simple souls who save their money, plod to offices, and plan college
careersfor their children." Thisisalargely academic study that attemptsto lump in Walt Whitman and Tom
Hayden with various extremists. The problem is Ellis's arguments often tend to be as reductionist and
simplistic asthe radical rhetoric he criticizes.

Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"A courageous book that examines how some of theillusions and mystiques of the radical left have become
axioms in the academic world today."—John Patrick Diggins, author of The Lost Soul of American Poalitics
"I am impressed with the utter nerve of Ellis taking on so many sacred cows. He piles evidence upon
evidence whiletelling alively tale. | can't imagine how anyone could make a better case."—Raobert Booth
Fowler, author of The Dance with Community: The Contemporary Debate in American Political Thought
"The writing is crisp, the illustration and documentation thorough, and the whole ‘ shape' of the argument
impressive. A splendid book!"—John L. Thomas, author of Alternative America "The book iswell written,
energetic, quotable."—L ewis Perry, author of Boats against the Current: American Culture between
Revolution and Modernity

From the Back Cover
"A courageous book that examines how some of theillusions and mystiques of the radical left have become
axioms in the academic world today."--John Patrick Diggins, author of The Lost Soul of American Palitics

"I am impressed with the utter nerve of Ellis taking on so many sacred cows. He piles evidence upon
evidence whiletelling alively tale. | can't imagine how anyone could make a better case."--Robert Booth
Fowler, author of The Dance with Community: The Contemporary Debate in American Political Thought

"Thewriting is crisp, the illustration and documentation thorough, and the whol e 'shape’ of the argument
impressive. A splendid book!"--John L. Thomas, author of Alternative America

"The book iswell written, energetic, quotable.”--Lewis Perry, author of Boats against the Current: American
Culture between Revolution and Moder nity



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Richard Puccio:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you alot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Dark
Side of the Left: Illiberal Egalitarianism in America (American Political Thought) (American Political
Thought (University Press of Kansas)), you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide.

Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Herman Pender grass:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in thisworld can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that sharein the guides. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always
try to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One
of them isthis The Dark Side of the Left: Illiberal Egalitarianism in America (American Political Thought)
(American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)).

Sandra Mendoza:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By areserve we can know
everything we want. A book is agroup of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This e-book The Dark Side of the Left: Illiberal Egalitarianism in America (American
Political Thought) (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) was filled with regards to
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern eralike right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.

LindaHarris:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when they
get ahalf areas of the book. Y ou can choose the book The Dark Side of the Left: Illiberal Egalitarianism in
America (American Political Thought) (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) to make
your reading isinteresting. Y our own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about



book and reading through especially. It isto be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and examine it.
Beside that the book The Dark Side of the Left: Illiberal Egalitarianism in America (American Political
Thought) (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) can to be your brand new friend when
you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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