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The apprehension of society as an aggregation of self-interested individuals is a
dominant modern concern, but one first systematically articulated during the
Enlightenment. This book approaches this problem from the perspective of the
challenge offered to inherited traditions of morality and social understanding by
Bernard Mandeville, whose infamous paradoxical maxim "private vices, public
benefits" profoundly disturbed his contemporaries, while his The Fable of the
Bees had a decisive influence on David Hume, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Adam
Smith and Immanuel Kant. Professor Hundert examines the sources and
strategies of Mandeville's science of human nature and the role of his ideas in
shaping eighteenth century economic, social and moral theories.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Hundert's account of Mandeville's ideas, sources, and influence on later thinkers is both comprehensive and
detailed." American Historical Review

"This is a spirited history of great culture and learning that delights on every page....certainly his [Hundert's]
meticulous retrieval of Mandeville's enduring notoriety is a fluent, provocative, and exciting tour de force."
Canadian Philosophical Reviews

From the Back Cover
The apprehension of society as an aggregation of self-interested individuals, connected to one another only
by bonds of envy, competition and exploitation, is a dominant modern concern, but one first systematically
articulated during the European Enlightenment.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Latasha Hisle:

The actual book The Enlightenment's Fable: Bernard Mandeville and the Discovery of Society (Ideas in
Context) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate
the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book The
Enlightenment's Fable: Bernard Mandeville and the Discovery of Society (Ideas in Context) is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

John Householder:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting The Enlightenment's Fable:
Bernard Mandeville and the Discovery of Society (Ideas in Context) that give your fun preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people
to know world better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you can pick The Enlightenment's Fable:
Bernard Mandeville and the Discovery of Society (Ideas in Context) become your current starter.

Patricia Mattox:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone to
understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better to share. You



can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You will see that
now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for you is The
Enlightenment's Fable: Bernard Mandeville and the Discovery of Society (Ideas in Context) this publication
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can
the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of
you.

Lorraine Stark:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top listing in your reading list is actually The Enlightenment's Fable: Bernard Mandeville and
the Discovery of Society (Ideas in Context). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can
get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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