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A profound understanding of the surrealists’ connections with alchemists and
secret societies and the hermetic aspirations revealed in their works

* Explains how surrealist paintings and poems employed mythology, gnostic
principles, tarot, voodoo, alchemy, and other hermetic sciences to seek out
unexplored regions of the mind and recover lost “ psychic” and magical powers

* Provides many examples of esoteric influence in surrealism, such as how
Picasso’ s Demoiselles d’ Avignon was originaly titled The Bath of the
Philosophers

Not merely an artistic or literary movement as many believe, the surrealists
rejected the labels of artist and author bestowed upon them by outsiders,
accepting instead the titles of magician, alchemist, or--in the case of Leonora
Carrington and Remedios Varo--witch. Their paintings, poems, and other works
were created to seek out unexplored regions of the mind and recover lost
“psychic” and magical powers. They used creative expression as the vehicle to
attain what André Breton called the “ supreme point,” the point at which all
opposites cease to be perceived as contradictions. This supreme point is found at
the heart of all esoteric doctrines, including the Great Work of alchemy, and
enables communication with higher states of being.

Drawing on an extensive range of writings by the surrealists and those in their
circle of influence, Patrick Lepetit shows how the surrealists employed
mythology, gnostic principles, tarot, voodoo, and alchemy not ssimply as
reference points but as significant elements of their ongoing investigationsinto
the fundamental nature of consciousness. He provides many specific examples of
esoteric influence among the surrealists, such as how Picasso’s famous
Demoiselles d’ Avignon was originally titled The Bath of the Philosophers, how
painter Victor Brauner drew from his father’s spiritualist vocation as well as the
Kabbalah and tarot, and how doctor and surrealist author Pierre Mabille was a
Freemason focused on finding initiatory paths where “it is possible to feel a new
system connecting man with the universe.”
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L epetit casts new light on the connection between key figures of the movement
and the circle of adepts gathered around Fulcanelli. He also explores the
relationship between surrealists and Freemasonry, Martinists, and the Elect
Cohen aswell asthe Grail mythos and the Arthurian brotherhood.
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Keith Taylor:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider while those information which isinside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find
the unstabl e resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possihilities will not happen in you if you take The Esoteric Secrets of Surrealism: Origins, Magic,
and Secret Societies as your daily resource information.

David Lussier:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving The Esoteric Secrets of
Surrealism: Origins, Magic, and Secret Societies that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit
only for the geeky person but for al of you who wants to end up being success person. So, for al of you
who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick The Esoteric Secrets of Surrealism: Origins,
Magic, and Secret Societies become your personal starter.

Matthew Ibarra:

This The Esoteric Secrets of Surrealism: Origins, Magic, and Secret Societiesis great e-book for you
because the content which is full of information for you who also always deal with world and also haveto
make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate
word or we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole
infoinit. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Esoteric Secrets of Surrealism: Origins, Magic, and Secret
Societiesin your hand like keeping the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous a single. We can say
that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , it isgood
reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?



David Clark:

With this erawhich is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you arerelated is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience alook at some books. Among the booksin
the top collection in your reading list is definitely The Esoteric Secrets of Surrealism: Origins, Magic, and
Secret Societies. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming
precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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