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From a master storyteller comes a unique exploration into the exhilarating joys--
and the inevitable dangers--of total solitude.

Every day, 15yo Wil Neuton gets up, brushes his teeth, leaves the house, and
rows away from shore. He's discovered the island, a place where he can go to be
alone and learn to know nature--and himself.
Wil's only mission is to let go of the outside world. But the outside world refuses
to let go of him. His family regards him as a puzzle. The town bully is
determined to challenge him. And suddenly, even reporters know his name.
He can confront them all, or he can embrace his solitude forever. Just one thing is
certain now: Wil Neuton will no longer be relying on anybody but himself.
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From a master storyteller comes a unique exploration into the exhilarating joys--and the inevitable dangers--
of total solitude.

Every day, 15yo Wil Neuton gets up, brushes his teeth, leaves the house, and rows away from shore. He's
discovered the island, a place where he can go to be alone and learn to know nature--and himself.
Wil's only mission is to let go of the outside world. But the outside world refuses to let go of him. His family
regards him as a puzzle. The town bully is determined to challenge him. And suddenly, even reporters know
his name.
He can confront them all, or he can embrace his solitude forever. Just one thing is certain now: Wil Neuton
will no longer be relying on anybody but himself.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The island is in the middle of a small lake in northern Wisconsin. It is uninhabited until the summer Wilstet,
who is 15, arrives. Wil is at first drawn by the simplicity of the place, but as his concentration sharpens the
island unfolds its matrix of life and death, mirroring the unfolding layers of Wil's self-consciousness. He fills
notebooks with watercolors and writes essays about what he sees, feels, remembers and observes within. He
decides to stay, Thoreau-like, supported by his new friend Susan, even though the worldanxious parents,
town bullies, and a curious pressoccasionally intrudes. His serenity finally becomes fascinating. This could
have been another back-to-nature story, but Newbery Honor writer Paulsen tells Wil's inner journey with a
confident lyricism that duplicates Wil's emotional qualities. The somewhat forced plot elements are
secondary to the author's purposehis spareness, repetition and use of rhythm gives his language intensity
while holding out to readers the promise of all-too-elusive clarity. Ages 11-14.
Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 9-12 Fifteen-year-old Wil Neuton is forced to leave Madison for the upper reaches of Wisconsin when
his ne'er-do-well father takes a position with the state highway department. Wil leaves behind the security of
old friends and old crushes. In the course of adjusting to his new environment, he discovers an uninhabited
island sitting in the middle of Sucker Lake. It is on this island that Wil chooses to emulate ``The Thinker'' by
Rodin and learn more about himself. In this strangely different coming-of-age novel, Paulsen is not clear
enough in leading readers down the path of humor. And a joke is not a successful joke if it is on the reader
rather than a shared adventure. Therefore, what might have been a funny take-off on adolescent angst does
not quite work. There are hints along the wayfor example, the lake's name and Emil Aucht, the tobacco-
spitting handy man. But the plausible does not become implausible enough until late in the novel. By then
readers have something in common with the name of the lake ``on which the island lay.'' Therese Bigelow,
Hampton Public Library, Va.
Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Publisher
Every morning fifteen-year-old Wil Neuton gets up, brushes his teeth, leaves the house, and rows away from
shore. He's discovered the island--a place where he can go to be alone and learn to know nature--and himself.
On the island he watches the loons and the fish in the lake, and writes and paints. It feels good to get away
from the tension rising between his parents, tension brought on by yet another move to a new town.

But Wil can't stay away from the outside world forever. He must face Ray Bunner, the bully determined to
challenge him, and his parents, who worry when Wil decides to stay on the island indefinitely. Can Wil
bridge the growing gap between himself and the rest of the world?

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anna Raynor:

This The Island book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you
obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get



information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This specific The Island
without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be
worry The Island can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This The Island having very good
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Scott Bourquin:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
all day every day to reading a book. The book The Island it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book
from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Diane Morgan:

This The Island is great e-book for you because the content that is full of information for you who else
always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data
accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this
hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough
core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Island in your hand like having the world
in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or
fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs.
hectic do you still doubt that will?

Christopher Gobert:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Island can make you feel more interested to read.
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