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One of the great books of world literature--an unforgettable tale of jealousy,
unrequited love, greed, and vengeance.

Based on Viking Age poems and composed in thirteenth-century Iceland, The
Saga of the Volsungs combines mythology, legend, and sheer human drama in
telling of the heroic deeds of Sigurd the dragon slayer, who acquires runic
knowledge from one of Odin's Valkyries. Yet the saga is set in a very human
world, incorporating oral memories of the fourth and fifth centuries, when Attila
the Hun and other warriors fought on the northern frontiers of the Roman empire.
In his illuminating Introduction Jesse L. Byock links the historical Huns,
Burgundians, and Goths with the extraordinary events of this Icelandic saga.
With its ill-fated Rhinegold, the sword reforged, and the magic ring of power, the
saga resembles the Nibelungenlied and has been a primary source for such
fantasy writers as J. R. R. Tolkien and for Richard Wagner's Ring cycle.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Professor Byock is to be thanked for producing an eminently readable English version of the saga which
will undoubtedly be well received . . . and which should do much to stimualte interest in the field."--"Saga

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)

From the Inside Flap

"This is a book of the highest importance. No one should attempt to teach about Viking society or claim to
understand it without being familiar with this chilling and enduring myth."—Eleanor Searle, author of
Predatory Kinship & the Creation of Norman Power

"Byock's translation is excellent, but his thorough introduction is of equal scholarly importance. . . . His
section on Richard Wagner's use of the Volsung material in writing his Ring will expand the topic toward
modern Wagnerians."—Michael Bell, University of Colorado

"The Saga of the Volsungs is one of the most important texts of Old Icelandic literature, with its treatment of
Old Scandinavian heroic traditions. . . . The most difficult part of the text to translate is, of course, the poetry,
but also here the translator has been successful."—Vésteinn Olason, University of Oslo

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gary Flint:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
actual book you have read is definitely The Saga of the Volsungs (Penguin Classics).

Marco Manuel:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Saga of the Volsungs (Penguin
Classics) which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.



Charlsie Sprouse:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Saga of the Volsungs (Penguin Classics) was
multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Saga of the Volsungs (Penguin
Classics) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book
usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for
yourself and try to like reading that will.

Rigoberto Stansell:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named of book The Saga of
the Volsungs (Penguin Classics). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it
might add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware
about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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