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Shelley Pearsall's story of anger and art, loss and redemption, isa
transformative read that will appeal to fansof Lisa Graff'sLost in the Sun
and Vince Vawter's Paperboy.

One kid. One crime. One chance to make things right.

It was a bitterly cold day when Arthur T. Owens grabbed a brick and hurled it at
the trash picker. Arthur had his reasons, and the brick hit the Junk Man in the
arm, not the head. But none of that matters to the judge—he is ready to send
Arthur to juvie for the foreseeable future. Amazingly, it's the Junk Man himself
who offers an alternative: 120 hours of community service. . . working for him.

Arthur is given arickety shopping cart and alist of the Seven Most Important
Things: glass bottles, foil, cardboard, pieces of wood, lightbulbs, coffee cans, and
mirrors. He can't believe it—is he really supposed to rummage through people’s
trash? But it isn’t long before Arthur realizes there’s more to the Junk Man than
meets the eye, and the “trash” he's collecting is being transformed into
something more precious than anyone could imagine. . . .

Inspired by the work of American folk artist James Hampton, award-winning

author Shelley Pearsall has crafted an affecting and redemptive novel about
discovering what shines within us all, even when life seems full of darkness.
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Shelley Pearsall's story of anger and art, loss and redemption, isa transformative read that will appeal
tofansof Lisa Graff'sLost in the Sun and Vince Vawter's Paperboy.

One kid. One crime. One chance to make things right.

It was a bitterly cold day when Arthur T. Owens grabbed a brick and hurled it at the trash picker. Arthur had
his reasons, and the brick hit the Junk Man in the arm, not the head. But none of that matters to the
judge—heisready to send Arthur to juvie for the foreseeable future. Amazingly, it’s the Junk Man himself
who offers an aternative: 120 hours of community service. . . working for him.

Arthur is given arickety shopping cart and alist of the Seven Most Important Things: glass bottles, foil,
cardboard, pieces of wood, lightbulbs, coffee cans, and mirrors. He can’t believe it—is he really supposed to
rummage through people' strash? But it isn't long before Arthur realizes there’ s more to the Junk Man than
meets the eye, and the “trash” he's collecting is being transformed into something more precious than anyone
could imagine. . . .

Inspired by the work of American folk artist James Hampton, award-winning author Shelley Pearsall has
crafted an affecting and redemptive novel about discovering what shines within us all, even when life seems
full of darkness.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

Gr 4-7—A middle school student learns the meaning of redemption in this excellent coming-of-age story.
For the rest of the country, it was the year President Kennedy was nated. For Arthur Owens, it would
aways be the year his Dad died. Arthur is struggling to adapt. When he sees his Dad's hat being worn by the
neighborhood "Junk Man," it isjust too much. Arthur isn't a bad kid, but he picks up that brick and throws it
just the same. The judge pronounces a "highly unconventional sentence." At the behest of the victim James
Hampton, the "Junk Man," Arthur must spend every weekend of his community service helping to complete
Hampton's artistic masterpiece. Inspired by real life artist James Hampton's life and work, "The Throne of
the Third Heaven of the Nations Millennium General Assembly," the plot avoids overt religious tones and
sticks with the exploration of friendship, love, and life's most important lessons. From the "Junk Man's'
neighbor, Groovy Jim, to no-nonsense Probation Officer Billie to Arthur's new best pal Squeak, and even his
family, Pearsall has struck just the right tone by imbuing her well-rounded, interesting characters with
authentic voices and pacing the action perfectly. Give thisto fans of Wendy Mass's Jeremy Fink and the
Meaning of Life (Little, Brown, 2006) and Gennifer Choldenko's Al Capone Does My Shirts (Penguin,
2004). Reluctant readers may be intimidated by the page count, but a booktalk or read-aloud with thistitle
should change their minds. VERDICT A recommended purchase for al libraries—Cindy Wall, Southington
Library & Museum, CT

Review

“Written in ahomespun style that reflects the simple components of the artwork, the story guides readers
along with Arthur to an understanding of the most important thingsin life. Luminescent, just like the
artwork it celebrates.” —Kirkus Reviews starred review

“Pearsall has struck just the right tone by imbuing her well-rounded, interesting characters with authentic
voices and pacing the action perfectly. Excellent.” —School Library Journal, starred review

"A moving exploration of how there is often so much more than meetsthe eye." -- Booklist, Starred review
"There are so many things to love about this book. Remar kable."--Christian Science Monitor

"...interweaves the power and purpose of art with an exploration of aboy’s grief and redemption.” --
Bulletin

"Pearsall shows us that hope isn’t somewhere “out there’—it’s quite literally in our own two hands." --Jen
Bryant, author of A Splash of Red: The Life and Art of Horace Pippin.

About the Author

A former teacher and museum historian, SHELLEY PEARSALL isnow afull-time author. Theideafor this
novel began many years ago when she first saw outsider artist James Hampton’ s amazing work at the
Smithsonian. She was disappointed that so little is known about Hampton and was intrigued that his work
was brought to light by anonymous sources. It was the perfect foundation for this redemptive, inspiring
historical novel. Her first novel, Trouble Don’t Last, won the Scott O’ Dell Award for Historical Fiction. To
learn more about the author and her work, visit ShelleyPearsall.com.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Linda Poteat:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students asthey are still students or it for al peoplein the world,
what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has different
personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
would like do that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book The Seventh Most |mportant
Thing. All type of book could you see on many resources. Y ou can look for the internet resources or other
social media.

Hor ace Godbolt:

The guide with title The Seventh Most Important Thing has lot of information that you can find out it. You
can get alot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist in
this guide represented the condition of the world now. That isimportant to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. Y ou can
read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Joe North:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book
entitled The Seventh Most Important Thing your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word
written in a publication then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you
never get before. The The Seventh Most Important Thing giving you one more experience more than blown
away the mind but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate
the relaxing pattern thisis your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it,
like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Peter Delaune:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Seventh Most Important Thing was vibrant
and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Seventh Most Important Thing has
many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan
you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at al of book are usually make you
bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like
reading in which.
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