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“Welcome to the European family!” When East European countries joined the
European Union under this banner after 1989, they agreed to the free movement
of goods, services, capital, and persons. In this book, Anca Parvulescu analyzes
an important niche in this imagined European kinship: the traffic in women, or
the circulation of East European women in West Europe in marriage and as
domestic servants, nannies, personal attendants, and entertainers. Analyzing film,
national policies, and an impressive range of work by theorists from Giorgio
Agamben to Judith Butler, she develops a critical lens through which to think
about the transnational continuum of “women’s work.”

 
Parvulescu revisits Claude Lévi-Strauss’s concept of kinship and its
rearticulation by second-wave feminists, particularly Gayle Rubin, to show that
kinship has traditionally been anchored in the traffic in women. Reading recent
cinematic texts that help frame this, she reveals that in contemporary Europe,
East European migrant women are exchanged to engage in labor customarily
performed by wives within the institution of marriage. Tracing a pattern of what
she calls Americanization, Parvulescu argues that these women thereby become
responsible for the labor of reproduction. A fascinating cultural study as much
about the consequences of the enlargement of the European Union as women’s
mobility, The Traffic in Women’s Work questions the foundations of the notion of
Europe today.
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Editorial Review

Review

“In The Traffic in Women’s Work, Parvulescu makes a compelling case for the role of East European women
in the creation of a ‘new Europe.’ Thanks to the invisible labor of cleaners, housewives, sex workers,
caregivers, and other women on the move, the map of Europe is being radically redrawn. Parvulescu’s
sophisticated arguments are essential reading for scholars in European studies, gender studies, and
transnational studies—as well as anyone interested in bold and boundary-pushing thought.”
(Rita Felski, University of Virginia)

“Offers a compelling argument for a new Europe, whose formation rests on the extraction of Eastern
European women’s gendered and racialized labor. . . . What makes Parvulescu’s work groundbreaking is the
explanatory power that she invests the notion of the ‘traffic in women.’ She re-creates it as an analytical term
that is sensitive to the rhetorical, political, and economic rearrangements required by the eastward
enlargement of the European Union. . . . I hope that scholars and students of women’s and gender studies,
European studies, and migration studies will be inspired to continue the explorations she so compellingly
began with this volume.”
(Signs)

“What is the hidden link between the famous four freedoms on which the European Union is based and the
infamous traffic in women? Parvulescu magisterially explores how the one tacitly implies and produces the
other. The endless flow of women from East to West is the less glamorous subplot of the celebrated
European freedom, implying new postcolonial divisions, raising far-reaching issues not only about gendered
labor and the nature of globalization but also fundamental questions about the very nature of the exchange
lying at the basis of the social. The book explores these questions with great verve, erudition, and passionate
engagement through the spyglass of some exceptionally well-chosen recent films, paving new ways of
conceiving feminism and politics.”
(Mladen Dolar, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia)

About the Author

 Anca Parvulescu is professor of English at Washington University in St. Louis. She is the author of
Laughter: Notes on a Passion. She lives in St. Louis, MO.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stanley Wells:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Traffic in Women's Work: East
European Migration and the Making of Europe is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.



Iris Wright:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Traffic in Women's Work: East European Migration and the
Making of Europe book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the
knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving The Traffic in Women's Work: East European
Migration and the Making of Europe content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different as it. So , do you continue to
thinking The Traffic in Women's Work: East European Migration and the Making of Europe is not loveable
to be your top record reading book?

Jose Gower:

This book untitled The Traffic in Women's Work: East European Migration and the Making of Europe to be
one of several books that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a
lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since
you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Wendy Ray:

This The Traffic in Women's Work: East European Migration and the Making of Europe is brand-new way
for you who has attention to look for some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you
onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The
Traffic in Women's Work: East European Migration and the Making of Europe can be the light food for you
because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce
itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form. People who think that
in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a
guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the
idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.
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