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Emotions are the focus of intense debate both in contemporary philosophy and
psychology and increasingly also in the history of ideas. Simo Knuuttila presents
a comprehensive survey of philosophical theories of emotion from Plato to
Renaissance times, combining rigorous philosophical analysis with careful
historical reconstruction.

The first part of the book covers the conceptions of Plato and Aristotle and later
ancient views from Stoicism to Neoplatonism and, in addition, their reception
and transformation by early Christian thinkers from Clement and Origen to
Augustine and Cassian. Knuuttila then proceeds to a discussion of ancient themes
in medieval thought, and of new medieval conceptions, codified in the so-called
faculty psychology from Avicenna to Aquinas, in thirteenth century taxonomies,
and in the voluntarist
approach of Duns Scotus, William Ockham, and their followers.

Philosophers, classicists, historians of philosophy, historians of psychology, and
anyone interested in emotion will find much to stimulate them in this fascinating
book.
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Emotions are the focus of intense debate both in contemporary philosophy and psychology and increasingly
also in the history of ideas. Simo Knuuttila presents a comprehensive survey of philosophical theories of
emotion from Plato to Renaissance times, combining rigorous philosophical analysis with careful historical
reconstruction.

The first part of the book covers the conceptions of Plato and Aristotle and later ancient views from Stoicism
to Neoplatonism and, in addition, their reception and transformation by early Christian thinkers from
Clement and Origen to Augustine and Cassian. Knuuttila then proceeds to a discussion of ancient themes in
medieval thought, and of new medieval conceptions, codified in the so-called faculty psychology from
Avicenna to Aquinas, in thirteenth century taxonomies, and in the voluntarist
approach of Duns Scotus, William Ockham, and their followers.

Philosophers, classicists, historians of philosophy, historians of psychology, and anyone interested in
emotion will find much to stimulate them in this fascinating book.
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Editorial Review

Review

"...an informative, well-organized survey of a central topic in the history of philosophical reflection on
human nature."--Journal of the History of Philosophy

"While primarily of interest to philosophers and theologians, the book may yet have something of value for
historians of medicine...portions of Knuuttila's book could have contemporary significance for psychology as
well." --Choice

"Simo Knuuttila is one of the most imaginative and analytically sophisticated wrtiers on medieval
philosophy."--John Marenbon, Speculum

"...an informative, well-organized survey of a central topic in the history of philosophical reflection on
human nature."--Journal of the History of Philosophy

About the Author
Simo Knuuttila is at University of Helsinki.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Corene Albert:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Emotions in Ancient and
Medieval Philosophy. All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Kathy Vaughn:

The event that you get from Emotions in Ancient and Medieval Philosophy is the more deep you searching
the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to comprehend but Emotions in Ancient and Medieval Philosophy giving you joy feeling of



reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood simply by anyone
who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular Emotions in Ancient and
Medieval Philosophy instantly.

Kenneth Harrell:

This Emotions in Ancient and Medieval Philosophy is fresh way for you who has fascination to look for
some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge
more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Emotions in Ancient
and Medieval Philosophy can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this kind of book
is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure
I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your
better life along with knowledge.

Aaron Edgington:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Emotions in Ancient and Medieval Philosophy can
give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have point that they don't and make
an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some
other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Emotions in Ancient and
Medieval Philosophy.
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