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In today's cosmopolitan world, ethnic and national identity has assumed an ever-
increasing importance. But how is this identity formed, and how doesit change
over time?

With Hellenicity, Jonathan M. Hall explores these questions in the context of
ancient Greece, drawing on an exceptionally wide range of evidence to determine
when, how, why, and to what extent the Greeks conceived themselves asa single
people. Hall argues that a subjective sense of Hellenic identity emerged in
Greece much later than is normally assumed. For instance, he shows that the four
main ethnic subcategories of the ancient Greeks—Akhaians, lonians, Aiolians,
and Dorians—were not primordial survivals from a premigratory period, but
emerged in precise historical circumstances during the eighth and seventh
centuries B.C. Furthermore, Hall demonstrates that the terms of defining Hellenic
identity shifted from ethnic to broader cultural criteria during the course of the
fifth century B.C., chiefly dueto the influence of Athens, whose citizens
formulated a new Athenoconcentric conception of "Greekness."
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In today's cosmaopolitan world, ethnic and national identity has assumed an ever-increasing importance. But
how is thisidentity formed, and how doesit change over time?

With Hellenicity, Jonathan M. Hall explores these questions in the context of ancient Greece, drawing on an
exceptionally wide range of evidence to determine when, how, why, and to what extent the Greeks conceived
themselves as a single people. Hall argues that a subjective sense of Hellenic identity emerged in Greece
much later than is normally assumed. For instance, he shows that the four main ethnic subcategories of the
ancient Greeks—Akhaians, lonians, Aiolians, and Dorians—were not primordial survivalsfrom a
premigratory period, but emerged in precise historical circumstances during the eighth and seventh centuries
B.C. Furthermore, Hall demonstrates that the terms of defining Hellenic identity shifted from ethnic to
broader cultural criteria during the course of the fifth century B.C., chiefly due to the influence of Athens,
whose citizens formulated a new Athenoconcentric conception of " Greekness.”
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Editorial Review

Review

"This book represents a very valuable addition to the literature on the ancient Greeks' conceptualization of
their own ethnic identity and itsrelation to their culture....An important and stimulating book." - Kathryn
Lomas, Bryn Mawr Classical Review; "Hall's scholarship is throughout deeply impressive, thoroughly
informed by the latest theory and expressed in vigorous prose. He writes accessibly for intelligent general
readers." - Paul Cartledge, London Magazine"

From the Inside Flap

In today's cosmaopolitan world, ethnic and national identity has assumed an ever-increasing importance. But
how is this identity formed, and how does it change over time?

With Hellenicity, Jonathan M. Hall explores these questions in the context of ancient Greece, drawing on an
exceptionally wide range of evidence to determine when, how, why, and to what extent the Greeks conceived
of themselves as a single people. Hall argues that a subjective sense of Hellenic identity emerged in Greece
much later than is normally assumed. For instance, he shows that the four main ethnic subcategories of the
ancient Greeks-Akhaians, lonians, Aiolians, and Dorians-were not primordial survivals from a premigratory
period, but emerged in precise historical circumstances during the eighth and seventh centuries B.C.
Furthermore, Hall demonstrates that the terms of defining Hellenic identity shifted from ethnic to broader
cultural criteria during the course of the fifth century B.C., chiefly due to the influence of Athens, whose
citizens formulated a new Athenoconcentric conception of " Greekness."

About the Author

Jonathan M. Hall is professor in the Department of History and the College, and professor and chair of the
Department of Classics and the Committee on the Ancient Mediterranean World at the University of
Chicago. Heisthe author of Ethnic Identity in Greek Antiquity, which received the 1999 Charles J. Goodwin
Award for Merit from the American Philological Association.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Corey Ison:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students since they are still students or theitem for al peoplein the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't need do that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book Hellenicity: Between Ethnicity
and Culture. All type of book can you see on many solutions. Y ou can look for the internet methods or other
social media.



Patricia Rodrigue:

This Hellenicity: Between Ethnicity and Culture usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Hellenicity: Between Ethnicity and Culture can be among the
great books you must have is actually giving you more than just ssmple examining food but feed you with
information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
amost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Hellenicity:
Between Ethnicity and Culture giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial

of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So, let's have it appreciate reading.

Charles Dame:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that need
more time to be examine. Hellenicity: Between Ethnicity and Culture can be your answer since it can be read
by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Jennifer Pittman:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but additionally
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. With the book Hellenicity: Between Ethnicity and Culture we can get more advantage. Don't someone
to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book Hellenicity: Between
Ethnicity and Culture. Y ou can more desirable than now.
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