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This is the story of the 162nd (Turkistan) Infantry Division, a World War II
German division composed of Central Asian Turkistanis. The book covers the
political background (pan-Turkism) of the founders of this unit in German
service, debunks some historical myths surrounding it (the ‘Nazi Mysteries’) and
focuses on the most crucial events in the history of the division, the Gottschee
battle (Slovenia) and the 'great winter mopping up' (northern Italy).

Pan-Turkish activists were prime movers in organizing Turkistani military units
in German uniform. These men were completely unrelated to the
occultist/esoteric beliefs, followed by some top Nazi leaders such as Heinrich
Himmler or Alfred Rosenberg. The Pan-Turkish activists recruited the soldiers
from Soviet POWs in Hitler’s hands. Not all of the former prisoners were
volunteers, some were forced to join, while a huge number of Soviet soldiers
enlisted in order to survive German captivity (where a large number of their
comrades had died because of ill treatment or starvation.) Another huge problem
was that Pan-Turkism is something different from Kemalism (Turkish-Anatolian
secular and Jacobin nationalism), the former being the political movement
aiming at the political union of all Turkic-speaking populations. This is why the
German ambassador to Ankara reported that he thought that the Turkish
Government might even be embarrassed by open Pan-Turk propaganda from
Berlin. Despite this, four main Turkish or partially Turkish units in German
uniform were formed. These units were part of the ‘Eastern Troops’, whose
Soviet personnel (Baltics, Slavs, Caucasians, Turkmen etc) were integrated into
the German forces.

It seems that the largest formation of the Eastern Troops in German service was
the 162nd (Turkistan) Infantry Division. The most crucial event in the history of
this formation was the 'great winter mopping up' (November 1944–January
1945). This operation (the clearing of Italian partisan independent republics
which had been set up in the Northern Apennine mountains) was the greatest
German anti-partisan action in Western Europe and one of the greatest anti-
partisan operations of World War II. The author undertook a massive field
investigation to determine what happened in the mountains. He reached the
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conclusion that the Turkistani soldiers were victims twice over: as Easterners
they were regarded as inferior beings by their Nazi masters, as non-Communists,
they were regarded as traitors by the Allies. All of this explains why the life and
the fate of these Turkmen was absolutely tragic.

The author presents a detailed textual history accompanied by over 200 rare
photographs, including a large number that are previously unpublished.

REVIEWS

‘A fascinating account of a little-known division of Hitler's army.’
Books Monthly
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Paolo A. Dossena was born in 1968 and has always lived and worked between southern Switzerland and
northern Italy. He first worked as a manual labourer and a seasonal lumberjack in the mountains. However,
after taking a degree in history (in 1997), he started his career as a journalist (international politics) and
translator (English, Italian, Romantsch, fourth official language of the Swiss Federation). He is currently
translating the second, updated, Italian edition of his book "The Scientist and the Shaman" ("Lo scienziato e
lo sciamano", Lindau, 2011) into English, of which Hitler's Turkestani Soldiers is an offshoot. He is an
Anglophile (even though onomastic research has indicated that his grandmother's surname - Lamberti -
comes from the Germanic 'Lamper'.).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Julie Gailey:

The ability that you get from Hitler’s Turkestani Soldiers: A History of the 162nd (Turkistan) Infantry
Division is a more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Hitler’s Turkestani Soldiers: A History
of the 162nd (Turkistan) Infantry Division giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their
point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is
well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
particular Hitler’s Turkestani Soldiers: A History of the 162nd (Turkistan) Infantry Division instantly.

Susan Parker:

The actual book Hitler’s Turkestani Soldiers: A History of the 162nd (Turkistan) Infantry Division will bring
you to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should
you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Hitler’s Turkestani Soldiers: A
History of the 162nd (Turkistan) Infantry Division is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get
the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Steve Pinson:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the book untitled Hitler’s Turkestani Soldiers: A History of the 162nd



(Turkistan) Infantry Division can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Isaiah Owens:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Hitler’s Turkestani Soldiers: A
History of the 162nd (Turkistan) Infantry Division or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you.
After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created
for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In
various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Hitler’s Turkestani Soldiers: A History of
the 162nd (Turkistan) Infantry Division to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book
like this.
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