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Over the course of a distinguished career, critic Leo Bersani has tackled a range
of issues in his writing, and this collection gathers together some of his finest
work. Beginning with one of the foundations of queer theory—his famous
meditation on how sex leads to a shattering of the self, “Is the Rectum a
Grave?”—this volume charts the inspired connections Bersani has made between
sexuality, psychoanalysis, and aesthetics.

Over the course of these essays, Bersani grapples with thinkers ranging from
Plato to Descartes to Georg Simmel. Foucault and Freud recur as key figures, and
although Foucault rejected psychoanalysis, Bersani contends that by considering
his ideas alongside Freud’s, one gains a clearer understanding of human identity
and how we relate to one another. For Bersani, art represents a crucial guide for
conceiving new ways of connecting to the world, and so, in many of these essays,
he stresses the importance of aesthetics, analyzing works by Genet, Caravaggio,
Proust, Almodóvar, and Godard.

Documenting over two decades in the life of one of the best minds working in the
humanities today, Is the Rectum a Grave? and Other Essays is a unique
opportunity to explore the fruitful career of a formidable intellect.
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Editorial Review

Review
"In this fascinating and disturbing book, two writers with prose styles and intellectual styles that are at once
famously identifiable and intimately personal celebrate the possibility of relationships that defy identity and
undo personality." - Stephen Greenblatt "This is a beautifully crafted book, one that underscores how the
social life of the psyche is a matter of risk, wager, suspense, excitation, bodies, talk, and all manner of things
both dangerous and sustaining." - Judith Butler"

About the Author

Leo Bersani is professor emeritus of French at the University of California, Berkeley. He is the author of
Homos and coauthor, with Adam Phillips, of Intimacies, also published by the University of Chicago Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Connie Bannister:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Is the Rectum a Grave?: and Other Essays as your daily
resource information.

John Harrison:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lot of stress
from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time
coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
definitely Is the Rectum a Grave?: and Other Essays.

Johnnie Lewis:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Is the Rectum a Grave?: and Other Essays
publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand
by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing
skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Is the Rectum a Grave?: and Other Essays as good



book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by
its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Sheila Rivera:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Is the Rectum a Grave?: and
Other Essays can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the
others?
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