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This volume rethinks the work of Jacques Ellul (1912-1994) on the centenary of
his birth, by presenting an overview of the current debates based on Ellul's
insights. As one of the most significant twentieth-century thinkers about
technology, Ellul was among the first thinkers to realize the importance of topics
such as globalization, terrorism, communication technologies and ecology, and
study them from a technological perspective.

The book is divided into three sections. The first discusses Ellul’s diagnosis of
modern society, and addresses the reception of his work on the technological
society, the notion of efficiency, the process of symbolization/de-symbolization,
and ecology. The second analyzes communicational and cultural problems, as
well as threats and trends in early twenty-first century societies. Many of the
issues Ellul saw as crucial – such as energy, propaganda, applied life sciences
and communication – continue to be so. In fact they have grown exponentially,
on a global scale, producing new forms of risk.

Essays in the final section examine the duality of reason and revelation. They
pursue an understanding of Ellul in terms of the depth of experience and the
traditions of human knowledge, which is to say, on the one hand, the experience
of the human being as contained in the rationalist, sociological and philosophical
traditions. On the other hand there are the transcendent roots of human existence,
as well as “revealed knowledge,” in the mystical and religious traditions. The
meeting of these two traditions enables us to look at Ellul’s work as a whole, but
above all it opens up a space for examining religious life in the technological
society.
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This volume rethinks the work of Jacques Ellul (1912-1994) on the centenary of his birth, by presenting an
overview of the current debates based on Ellul's insights. As one of the most significant twentieth-century
thinkers about technology, Ellul was among the first thinkers to realize the importance of topics such as
globalization, terrorism, communication technologies and ecology, and study them from a technological
perspective.

The book is divided into three sections. The first discusses Ellul’s diagnosis of modern society, and
addresses the reception of his work on the technological society, the notion of efficiency, the process of
symbolization/de-symbolization, and ecology. The second analyzes communicational and cultural problems,
as well as threats and trends in early twenty-first century societies. Many of the issues Ellul saw as crucial –
such as energy, propaganda, applied life sciences and communication – continue to be so. In fact they have
grown exponentially, on a global scale, producing new forms of risk.

Essays in the final section examine the duality of reason and revelation. They pursue an understanding of
Ellul in terms of the depth of experience and the traditions of human knowledge, which is to say, on the one
hand, the experience of the human being as contained in the rationalist, sociological and philosophical
traditions. On the other hand there are the transcendent roots of human existence, as well as “revealed
knowledge,” in the mystical and religious traditions. The meeting of these two traditions enables us to look at
Ellul’s work as a whole, but above all it opens up a space for examining religious life in the technological
society.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

This volume rethinks the work of Jacques Ellul (1912-1994) on the centenary of his birth, by presenting an
overview of the current debates based on Ellul's insights. As one of the most significant twentieth-century
thinkers about technology, Ellul was among the first thinkers to realize the importance of topics such as
globalization, terrorism, communication technologies and ecology, and study them from a technological
perspective.

The book is divided into three sections. The first discusses Ellul’s diagnosis of modern society, and
addresses the reception of his work on the technological society, the notion of efficiency, the process of
symbolization/de-symbolization, and ecology. The second analyzes communicational and cultural problems,
as well as threats and trends in early twenty-first century societies. Many of the issues Ellul saw as crucial –
such as energy, propaganda, applied life sciences and communication – continue to be so. In fact they have
grown exponentially, on a global scale, producing new forms of risk.

Essays in the final section examine the duality of reason and revelation. They pursue an understanding of
Ellul in terms of the depth of experience and the traditions of human knowledge, which is to say, on the one
hand, the experience of the human being as contained in the rationalist, sociological and philosophical
traditions. On the other hand there are the transcendent roots of human existence, as well as “revealed
knowledge,” in the mystical and religious traditions. The meeting of these two traditions enables us to look at
Ellul’s work as a whole, but above all it opens up a space for examining religious life in the technological
society.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carlos McNerney:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Jacques Ellul and the Technological Society
in the 21st Century (Philosophy of Engineering and Technology) is our recommendation so you keep up with
the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Dwight Hancock:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Jacques Ellul and
the Technological Society in the 21st Century (Philosophy of Engineering and Technology) suitable to you?
The book was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled Jacques Ellul and the
Technological Society in the 21st Century (Philosophy of Engineering and Technology)is the one of several



books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world. When
you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this book.
This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the
world within this book.

Carolyn Ziolkowski:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Jacques Ellul and the
Technological Society in the 21st Century (Philosophy of Engineering and Technology) is simple to develop
you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to
bring the particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can
save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.

Mary Scruggs:

Beside this specific Jacques Ellul and the Technological Society in the 21st Century (Philosophy of
Engineering and Technology) in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being
worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Jacques Ellul and the
Technological Society in the 21st Century (Philosophy of Engineering and Technology) because this book
offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to
miss the item? Find this book and read it from now!
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