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At her death in 1817, Jane Austen left the world six of the most beloved novels
written in English—but her shortsighted family destroyed the bulk of her letters;
and if she kept any diaries, they did not survive her. Now acclaimed biographer
Claire Tomalin hasfilled the gaps in the record, creating a remarkably fresh and
convincing portrait of the woman and the writer.

While most Austen biographers have accepted the assertion of Jane's brother
Henry that "My dear Sister's life was not alife of events,” Tomalin shows that,
on the contrary, Austen's brief life was fraught with upheaval. Tomalin provides
detailed and absorbing accounts of Austen'sill-fated love for ayoung Irishman,
her frequent travels and extended visits to London, her close friendship with a
worldly cousin whose French husband met his death on the guillotine, her
brothers naval service in the Napoleonic wars and in the colonies, and thus
shatters the myth of Jane Austen as a sheltered and homebound spinster whose
knowledge of the world was limited to the view from a Hampshire village.
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At her death in 1817, Jane Austen left the world six of the most beloved novels written in English—but her
shortsighted family destroyed the bulk of her letters; and if she kept any diaries, they did not survive her.
Now acclaimed biographer Claire Tomalin hasfilled the gaps in the record, creating a remarkably fresh and
convincing portrait of the woman and the writer.

While most Austen biographers have accepted the assertion of Jane's brother Henry that "My dear Sister's
lifewas not alife of events,” Tomalin shows that, on the contrary, Austen's brief life was fraught with
upheaval. Tomalin provides detailed and absorbing accounts of Austen'sill-fated love for ayoung Irishman,
her frequent travels and extended visits to London, her close friendship with aworldly cousin whose French
husband met his death on the guillotine, her brothers naval service in the Napoleonic wars and in the
colonies, and thus shatters the myth of Jane Austen as a sheltered and homebound spinster whose knowledge
of the world was limited to the view from a Hampshire village.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

The author of Pride and Prejudice, Persuasion, and other comedies of manners gets a biography similar in
tone to her own books: intelligent but not intellectual, witty without being nasty. Claire Tomalin, author of
four previous biographies of notable British women, treats Jane Austen (1775-1817) with the respect her
genius deserves. Tomalin eschews gossip and speculation in favor of a sober account of the writer's life that
nonethel ess sparkles with sy humor. Perceptive analyses of each of Austen's novels, with autobiographical
links suggested but never insisted upon, add to the value of Jane Austen: A Life.

From Library Journal

Despite only afew surviving personal papers and letters, no autobiographical notes, and no diaries written by
Jane Austen, attempts to piece together the life and personality of the author abound. An experienced
biographer, Tomalin makes do by focusing more on the Austen family, acquaintances, and friends than on
Austen hersdlf, forthrightly acknowledging, "It is only because of her writing that we think them worth
remembering; and yet sheis at almost every point harder to summon up than any of them...sheisas elusive
asacloud in the night sky." Like David Nokes's recent biography, Jane Austen (LJ 9/1/97), Tomalin's
presents an engaging story of the life and times of the Austen family. Although Tomalin's biography is not as
detailed as Nokesss, it offers afreshnessin its attention to, and compassion regarding the child-rearing
practices of the Austens, the physical demands on child-bearing women, and to the portrayal of Austen's
will, determination, and energy in her final days. Recommended for literature collections for its perspective
and minimal speculations.?Jeris Cassel, Rutgers Univ. Libs., New Brunswick, N.J.

Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From The New Y orker
...brisk and sparkling--a page-turner, in fact...

Users Review
From reader reviews:
David Hester:

Now aday folkswho Living in the erawherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Examining abook can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Jane Austen: A
Life book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred
% guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Samuel Gorman:

This book untitled Jane Austen: A Life to be one of several books that will best seller in thisyear, that is
because when you read this reserve you can get alot of benefit onto it. Y ou will easily to buy this book in the
book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So thereis no reason to


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000242411

you to past this reserve from your list.

Suzanne Mitchédll:

The book with title Jane Austen: A Life posesses alot of information that you can learn it. Y ou can get alot
of benefit after read this book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world today. That isimportant to yo7u to know how the improvement of the
world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the internationalization. Y ou can read the e-book in
your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

DianaKeller:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they get
a half areas of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book Jane Austen: A Life to make your personal
reading isinteresting. Y our own skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to
choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading
through especially. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that
the publication Jane Austen: A Life can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse in
what must you're doing of these time.
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