
Oliver Byrne: The First Six Books of the
Elements of Euclid

By Werner Oechslin

Oliver Byrne: The First Six Books of the Elements of Euclid By Werner
Oechslin

Primary elements: Euclid in living color
 
Nearly a century before Mondrian made geometrical red, yellow, and blue lines
famous, 19th century mathematician Oliver Byrne employed the color scheme
for the figures and diagrams in his most unusual 1847 edition of Euclid's
Elements. The author makes it clear in his subtitle that this is a didactic measure
intended to distinguish his edition from all others: “The Elements of Euclid in
which coloured diagrams and symbols are used instead of letters for the greater
ease of learners.” As Surveyor of Her Majesty’s Settlements in the Falkland
Islands, Byrne had already published mathematical and engineering works
previous to 1847, but never anything like his edition on Euclid. This remarkable
example of Victorian printing has been described as one of the oddest and
most beautiful books of the 19th century.

Each proposition is set in Caslon italic, with a four-line initial, while the rest of
the page is a unique riot of red, yellow, and blue. On some pages, letters and
numbers only are printed in color, sprinkled over the pages like tiny wild flowers
and demanding the most meticulous alignment of the different color plates for
printing. Elsewhere, solid squares, triangles, and circles are printed in bright
colors, expressing a verve not seen again on the pages of a book until the era of
Dufy, Matisse, and Derain.
 
Text in English, French, and German
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Werner Oechslin (born 1944) studied art history, archaeology, philosophy and mathematics. After doctoral
studies in Zurich in 1970 he taught at MIT and Harvard University. Since 1985 he has been a professor at the
Swiss Federal Institute of Technology, where he led the Institute for the History and Theory of Architecture
from 1986 to 2006. His research focuses on architectural theory and the cultural history of architecture. His
most recent publication is Palladianismus: Andrea Palladio – Werk und Wirkung (2008). He is the founder of
Bibliothek Werner Oechslin in Einsiedeln.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephanie Rodriguez:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Oliver Byrne: The First Six Books of the
Elements of Euclid will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you
can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored.
It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate
book with you?

Ellen Garcia:

The book Oliver Byrne: The First Six Books of the Elements of Euclid can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book Oliver Byrne:
The First Six Books of the Elements of Euclid? A number of you have a different opinion about guide. But
one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these.
Book Oliver Byrne: The First Six Books of the Elements of Euclid has simple shape however, you know: it
has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is
very wonderful.

Young Legg:

The publication untitled Oliver Byrne: The First Six Books of the Elements of Euclid is the guide that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did
a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Oliver Byrne: The First Six Books of the
Elements of Euclid from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.



Richard Haley:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the top checklist
in your reading list will be Oliver Byrne: The First Six Books of the Elements of Euclid. This book which
can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking
upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Download and Read Online Oliver Byrne: The First Six Books of
the Elements of Euclid By Werner Oechslin #186HLAYXK27



Read Oliver Byrne: The First Six Books of the Elements of Euclid
By Werner Oechslin for online ebook

Oliver Byrne: The First Six Books of the Elements of Euclid By Werner Oechslin Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio
books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book
reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to
read, top books to read Oliver Byrne: The First Six Books of the Elements of Euclid By Werner Oechslin
books to read online.

Online Oliver Byrne: The First Six Books of the Elements of Euclid By Werner
Oechslin ebook PDF download

Oliver Byrne: The First Six Books of the Elements of Euclid By Werner Oechslin Doc

Oliver Byrne: The First Six Books of the Elements of Euclid By Werner Oechslin Mobipocket

Oliver Byrne: The First Six Books of the Elements of Euclid By Werner Oechslin EPub

186HLAYXK27: Oliver Byrne: The First Six Books of the Elements of Euclid By Werner Oechslin


