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From the 1860's through the 1890s, Horatio Alger wrote hundreds of novelsto
teach young boys the merits of honesty, hard work, and cheerfulnessin the face
of adversity. As Carl Bode points out in hisintroduction, Horatio Alger filled a
void in American literature and met scant competition both in the nature and the
number of hisworks. Like his heroes, Alger rose to the top by chance,
coincidence, and hard work.

The hero of Ragged Dick is averitable "diamond in the rough"—as innately
virtuous as he is streetwise and cocky. Immediately popular with young readers,
the novel also appealed to parents, who repsonded to its colorful espousal of the
Protestant ethic. Struggling Upward, published nearly thirty years later, followed
the same time-tested formulas, and despite critical indifference it, too, had mass

appeal.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readerstrust the seriesto provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date trandlations by award-winning
trangdlators.
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of honesty, hard work, and cheerfulness in the face of adversity. As Carl Bode points out in hisintroduction,
Horatio Alger filled avoid in American literature and met scant competition both in the nature and the
number of hisworks. Like his heroes, Alger rose to the top by chance, coincidence, and hard work.

The hero of Ragged Dick is a veritable "diamond in the rough"—as innately virtuous as heis streetwise and
cocky. Immediately popular with young readers, the novel also appealed to parents, who repsonded to its
colorful espousal of the Protestant ethic. Struggling Upward, published nearly thirty years later, followed the
same time-tested formulas, and despite critical indifference it, too, had mass appeal .

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
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texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date trandations by award-winning transdators.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

The hero of 'Ragged Dick' is a veritable 'diamond in the rough'-as innately virtuous as he is streetwise and
cocky. Immediately popular with young readers, the novel also appealed to parents, who responded to its
colorful espousal of the Protestant ethic. 'Struggling Upward' published nearly thirty years later, followed the
same time-tested formulas, and despite critical indifference it, too, had mass appeal.

About the Author
Horatio Alger, Jr. was born in Chelsea, Massachusetts in 1832, the son of a Unitarian minister. He received
astrict upbringing and was educated for alifein the church, graduating from Harvard in 1852.

After leaving Harvard, Alger, to his father's disappointment, took ajob as a historian in Middlesex County,
Massachusetts and later worked as a teacher at a boys boarding school in East Greenwich, Rhode Island. He
traveled in Europe for ayear, and then returned to the United States in 1857 to complete his studies at the
Cambridge Divinity School.

In 1864 Alger was ordained a minister at the First Parish Unitarian Church of Brewster on Cape Cod. Sixteen
months later, however, he was dismissed from the pulpit after being accused of engaging in homosexual
relations with two boys. After his dismissal, Alger began to focus on his writing career, which spanned more
than three decades and 110 books. He wrote mainly children's books about boys and girls who rise from rags
to riches through hard work and faith in the American dream. Hisfirst major success came with the
publication of his eighth novel, Ragged Dick in 1868. Other popular novelsinclude Luck and Pluck (1869),
Tattered Tom (1871), and Strive and Succeed (1872). Alger also wrote several adult novels, including A
Fancy of Her's (first publihsed as The New Schoolma'am in 1877) and The Disagr eeable Woman (1895).

Alger, who never married, spent the last decades of hislifeliving at hisfamily home in South Natick,
Massachusetts, where he died in 1899.

Carl Bode, professor emeritus of English/American Studies at the University of Maryland, is afreelance
writer. Founder and first president of the American Studies Assocation, he is also past president of he
Popular Culture Association and the Mencken Society. His booksinclude The American Lyceum,
Antebellum Culture, and Mencken. He has edited Collected Poems of Henry Thoreau and The Best of
Thoreau's Jour nals; and has co-edited The Correspondence of Henry David Thoreau and, in
collaboration with Malcolm Cowley, The Portable Emer son.

Users Review
From reader reviews:

Shirley Daniels:

The particular book Ragged Dick and Struggling Upward (Penguin American Library) will bring that you the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the ideais very unique. Should
you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Ragged Dick and Struggling
Upward (Penguin American Library) is much recommended to you you just read. Y ou can also get the e-



book from your official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Ray Ellis:

Typically the book Ragged Dick and Struggling Upward (Penguin American Library) has alot associated
with on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of gain. The book was authored by the very
famous author. The author makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Michael Brown:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Ragged Dick and Struggling Upward
(Penguin American Library) publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism Ragged Dick and
Struggling Upward (Penguin American Library) as good book not simply by the cover but also by the
content. Thisis one publication that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to a different sixth sense.

Patricia Humes;

Beside that Ragged Dick and Struggling Upward (Penguin American Library) in your phone, it might give
you away to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got
hereis fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people livein narrow village. It is good
thing to have Ragged Dick and Struggling Upward (Penguin American Library) because this book offers to
you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
guestionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition
to read it from now!
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