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We are used to understanding the Qur'an as the "Islamic text" par excellence, an
assumption which, when viewed historically, is not evident at all. More than
twenty years before it rose to the rank of Islamic Scripture, the Qur'an was an
oral proclamation addressed by the Prophet Muhammad to pre-Islamic listeners,
for the Muslim community had not yet been formed. We might best describe
these listeners as individuals educated in late antique culture, be they Arab
pagans familiar with the monotheistic religions of Judaism and Christianity or
syncretists of these religions, or learned Jews and Christians whose presence is
reflected in the Medinan suras. The interactive communication process between
Muhammad and these groups brought about an epistemic turn in Arab Late
Antiquity: with the Qur'anic discovery of writing as the ultimate authority, the
nascent community attained a new "textual coherence" where Scripture, with its
valorisation of history and memory, was recognised as a guiding concept. It is
within this new biblically imprinted world view that central principles and values
of the pagan Arab milieu were debated. This process resulted in a twin
achievement: the genesis of a new scripture and the emergence of a community.
Two great traditions, then, the Biblical, transmitted by both Jews and Christians,
and the local Arabic, represented in Ancient Arabic poetry, appear to have
established the field of tension from which the Qur'an evolved; it is both
Scripture and Poetry which have produced and shaped the new Muslim
community.
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Editorial Review

Review

"As everyone who follows the scholarly study of the Qur'an in our times knows, Neuwirth's work has been
trendsetting. The publication of her very original studies in English is long overdue as the delay has
prevented one of the most important voices in Qur'an scholarship today from being clearly heard in the
English-speaking academic communities." --Sidney H. Griffith, Professor in the Department of Semitic and
Egyptian Languages and Literatures, Catholic University of America

"Neuwirth's discussions of the canonization of the Qur'an and her analyses of specific suras are very
significant, and the arguments and interpretations in the articles are intellectually impressive. A volume such
as this will be of tremendous use not only to scholars of the Qur'an but to scholars in Biblical studies and
religious studies generally." --Shawkat M. Toorawa, associate Professor of Arabic Literature and Islamic
Studies, Cornell University

About the Author

Angelika Neuwirth was educated in Classics and Oriental Studies at German and international universities
(Italy, Iran and Israel). She has taught at the Universities of Munich, Amman, Bamberg, and Cairo, and has
held the Chair of Arabic Studies at the Freie Universitat Berlin since 1991. From 1994 to 1999 she served as
the director of the Orient-Institut der Deutschen Morgenlandischen Gesellschaft in Beirut and Istanbul. Her
major fields of research are classical and modern Arabic literature and Arab Late Antiquity studies. In
several recent publications, Professor Neuwirth has tried to vindicate the Qur'an as a Late Antique text,
which--though deeply rooted in Arab culture--has contributed creatively to a number of major theological
discourses. Professor Neuwirth has been acknowledged for her novel approach to interreligious studies by
being bestowed several honorary doctorates, academy memberships and professional awards.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jonathan Head:

The book Scripture, Poetry, and the Making of a Community (Qur'anic Studies Series) will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When
you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Scripture, Poetry, and the
Making of a Community (Qur'anic Studies Series) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the
e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.



Edwin Ball:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Scripture, Poetry, and the Making of a Community (Qur'anic Studies Series) your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The Scripture, Poetry, and the Making of a Community
(Qur'anic Studies Series) giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving
you useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is
your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Wesley Mansour:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Scripture, Poetry, and the Making of
a Community (Qur'anic Studies Series).

Preston Garza:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Scripture, Poetry, and the Making
of a Community (Qur'anic Studies Series) to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a
book and learn it. Beside that the book Scripture, Poetry, and the Making of a Community (Qur'anic Studies
Series) can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this
time.
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