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Seven Types of Ambiguity isapsychological thriller and aliterary adventure of
breathtaking scope. Celebrated as anovelist in the tradition of Jonathan Franzen
and Philip Roth, Elliot Perlman writes of impulse and paralysis, empty marriages,
lovers, gambling, and the stock market; of adult children and their parents; of
poetry and prostitution, psychiatry and the law. Comic, poetic, and full of satiric
insight, Seven Types of Ambiguity is, above all, a deeply romantic novel that
speaks with unforgettabl e force about the redemptive power of love.

The story istold in seven parts, by six different narrators, whose lives are
entangled in unexpected ways. Following years of unrequited love, an out-of-
work schoolteacher decides to take mattersinto his own hands, triggering achain
of events that neither he nor his psychiatrist could have anticipated. Brimming
with emotional, intellectual, and moral dilemmas, this novel-reminiscent of the
richest fiction of the nineteenth century in its labyrinthine complexity-unfolds at
arapid-fire pace to reveal the full extent to which these people have been
affected by one another and by the insecure and uncertain times in which they
live. Our times, now.
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Seven Types of Ambiguity isa psychological thriller and aliterary adventure of breathtaking scope.
Celebrated as anovelist in the tradition of Jonathan Franzen and Philip Roth, Elliot Perlman writes of
impulse and paralysis, empty marriages, lovers, gambling, and the stock market; of adult children and their
parents; of poetry and prostitution, psychiatry and the law. Comic, poetic, and full of satiric insight, Seven
Types of Ambiguity is, above al, adeeply romantic novel that speaks with unforgettable force about the
redemptive power of love.

The story istold in seven parts, by six different narrators, whose lives are entangled in unexpected ways.
Following years of unrequited love, an out-of-work schoolteacher decides to take mattersinto his own hands,
triggering a chain of events that neither he nor his psychiatrist could have anticipated. Brimming with
emotional, intellectual, and moral dilemmas, this novel-reminiscent of the richest fiction of the nineteenth
century in its labyrinthine complexity-unfolds at a rapid-fire pace to reveal the full extent to which these
people have been affected by one another and by the insecure and uncertain times in which they live. Our
times, now.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

By copping the title of William Empson's classic of literary criticism, Australian writer Perlman (Three
Dollars) setsahigh bar for himself, but he justifies his theft with arelentlessly driven story, told from seven
perspectives, about the effects of the brief abduction of six-year-old Sam Geraghty by Simon Heywood, his
mother Anna's ex-boyfriend. Charismatic, unemployed Simon is still obsessed with Annanine years after
their breakup—to the dismay of his present lover, Angelique, a prostitute. Anna's stockbroker husband, Joe,
isone of Angeligue's regulars, which feeds Simon's flame. When Angelique turns Simon in to the cops, he
claims he had permission to pick Sam up; his fate hinges on whether Annawill back up hislie. Most of the
perspectives are linked to Simon's shrink, Alex Klima, who writes to Anna and counsels Simon, Angelique
and Joe's co-worker, Dennis. The most successful voices belong to Joe, whao's spent his career on the edge of
panic, and Dennis, whose bitter rants provide a corrective to Klima's unctuous psychol ogical omniscience.
Perlman, alawyer, aims for aliterary legal novel—think Grisham by way of Franzen—and the ambitionis
admirable though the product somewhat uneven. Simon's obsessions, his self-righteousness and his
psychological blackmail, give him a perhaps unintended creepiness, and the novel, asbig and juicy asit is,
may not offer sufficient closure.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From The New Y orker

Cheekily swiping the title of William Empson's seminal work of literary criticism, this second novel by
Perlman, an Australian writer, presents seven first-person narrators—whose lives are all nudged off course
by aman's abduction of his ex-girlfriend's young son—in a compulsively readable tangle. At the center isa
psychiatrist who treats several of the characters, and whose narrative provides some basis for assessing the
partial perspectives of the six others. The abductor's self-justifying rants about truth, literature, and
poststructuralist theory win over his shrink and, it seems, everyone else. Still, if the individua stories of
these characters are compelling, their attempts at Empsonian hermeneutics are less so.

Copyright © 2005 The New Yorker

From Bookmarks Magazine

Seven Types, abestseller in Perlman’s native Australia, centers on the consequences of unrequited love.
Simon’ s psychiatrist’s monol ogue sets the stage for following narrators, who simultaneously move the story
forward, confuse our understanding of events, and bare their souls. The ambitious novel is many things (too
many?) at once: a psychodrama, social critique, love story, courtroom drama, and literary thriller. At heart,
writes The New York Times Book Review, it invokes a Victorian novel’ s exploration of the world through
fiction. A disappointing final narrator, some implausible incidents, a self-indulgent tone, and myriad
digressions bothered some critics. But in the end, Seven Types offers an illuminating story about the nature of
truth.

Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.
Users Review

From reader reviews:

Phillip Patten:

Book is usualy written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a
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reserve. Book has adifferent type. Asit isknown to us that book isimportant issue to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Seven Types of Ambiguity will
make you to become smarter. Y ou can fedl considerably more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun.
Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Steven Purdy:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and natice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the ideafor awhileis
reading. Y ep, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Seven Types of Ambiguity
book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Sara Burns:

This Seven Types of Ambiguity are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person,
why. The key reason why of this Seven Types of Ambiguity can be one of several great books you must have
isusually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Seven Types of Ambiguity forcing you to have
an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day action. So, let's have it and revel in reading.

M elissa Fernandez;

Isit a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Seven Types of Ambiguity can be the
answer, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are thus out of date, spending your extratime by reading in
this brand new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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