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Reza Zia-Ebrahimi revisits the work of Fath?ali Akhundzadeh and Mirza Aga
Khan Kermani, two Qgjar-eraintellectuals who founded modern Iranian
nationalism. In their efforts to make sense of a difficult historical situation, these
thinkers advanced an appealing ideology Zia-Ebrahimi calls "dislocative
nationalism," in which pre-Islamic Iran is cast as agolden age, ISlamis
reinterpreted as an dien religion, and Arabs become implacable others.
Didodging Iran from its empirical reality and tying it to Europe and the Aryan
race, thisideology remains the most politically potent form of identity in Iran.

Akhundzadeh and Kermani's nationalist reading of Iranian history has been
drilled into the minds of Iranians since its adoption by the Pahlavi state in the
early twentieth century. Spread through mass schooling, historical narratives, and
official statements of support, their ideological perspective has come to define
Iranian culture and domestic and foreign policy. Zia-Ebrahimi follows the
development of dislocative nationalism through arange of cultural and historical
materials, and he captures itsincorporation of European ideas about Iranian
history, the Aryan race, and a primordial nation. His work emphasizes the agency
of Iranian intellectuals in translating European ideas for Iranian audiences,
impressing Western conceptions of race onto Iranian identity.
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Reza Zia-Ebrahimi revisits the work of Fath?ali Akhundzadeh and Mirza Aga Khan Kermani, two Qagjar-era
intellectuals who founded modern Iranian nationalism. In their efforts to make sense of a difficult historical
situation, these thinkers advanced an appealing ideology Zia-Ebrahimi calls"dislocative nationalism," in
which pre-Islamic Iran is cast as a golden age, Islam isreinterpreted as an alien religion, and Arabs become
implacable others. Dislodging Iran from its empirical reality and tying it to Europe and the Aryan race, this
ideology remains the most politically potent form of identity in Iran.

Akhundzadeh and Kermani's nationalist reading of Iranian history has been drilled into the minds of Iranians
since its adoption by the Pahlavi state in the early twentieth century. Spread through mass schooling,
historical narratives, and official statements of support, their ideological perspective has come to define
Iranian culture and domestic and foreign policy. Zia-Ebrahimi follows the development of dislocative
nationalism through arange of cultural and historical materials, and he captures its incorporation of
European ideas about Iranian history, the Aryan race, and a primordial nation. His work emphasizes the
agency of Iranian intellectuals in tranglating European ideas for Iranian audiences, impressing Western
conceptions of race onto Iranian identity.
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Editorial Review
Review

The Emergence of Iranian Nationalism breaks new ground in the study of recent Iranian history. It reveals
and analyzes the dirty little secret of Iranian nationalism, namely that it contains aracist dimension. It is not
only awell-researched and well-written book, it is also a courageous book.

(Houchang Chehabi, Boston University)

The Emergence of Iranian Nationalismisamajor contribution to the intellectual history of modern Iran.
Reza Zia-Ebrahimi has brought into critical focus some of the most pious and intractable certainties that have
long defined the ideology of Iranian nationalism. Both erudite and iconoclastic, this book is sure to stir much
contentious debate.

(Afshin Marashi, author of Nationalizing Iran: Culture, Power, and the Sate, 1870-1940)

Zia-Ebrahimi persuasively argues that the texts of afew writers furnished the basis of a nationalist ideology
asserting the Aryan essence of an ancient nation, an ideology taken up by Iran's Pahlavi rulers and still
significant. His book is a substantial contribution to modern Iranian history and has relevance beyond the
field of Iranian studies. Zia-Ebrahimi's argument is related to key debatesin the field of nationalism studies
and his methods can be illuminatingly applied to other cases.

(John Breuilly, London School of Economics)

The Emergence of Iranian Nationalism brings to final and definitive fruition abody of critical thinking about
the origin and rise of Iranian nationalism deeply rooted in the Eurocentric racism of the nineteenth century.
Zia-Ebrahimi lasersin on the crucia instantiations of this powerful ethnocentric construction of the nation,
carefully dissecting and critically dismantling them. Thisisamust read and an exemplary piece of
scholarship declaring the rise of a new generation of scholars who are overriding the clichés and hang-ups of
their parental generation.

(Hamid Dabashi, Columbia University)

An important work and should be read by anyone interested in modern Iranian studies.... Highly
recommended.

(Choice)
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Reza Zia-Ebrahimi is lecturer (assistant professor) in history at King's College London.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kathleen Elder:

The event that you get from The Emergence of Iranian Nationalism: Race and the Politics of Dislocation
may be the more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Emergence of Iranian Nationalism:
Race and the Politics of Dislocation giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point
in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of thisreserveis
well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Thereforeitis
easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this kind of The Emergence of Iranian Nationalism: Race and the Politics of Didlocation instantly.

Danna Bullock:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you alot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge
to other folks. When you read this The Emergence of Iranian Nationalism: Race and the Politics of
Didocation, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Y our knowledge
can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Katherine Adkins:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or al their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to consider ook for book, may be the publication untitled The Emergence of Iranian Nationalism: Race
and the Politics of Dislocation can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Marvin Davidson:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games al day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is ook
different you can read a new book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent the entire day to reading a book. The book The Emergence of Iranian Nationalism: Race and the
Politics of Dislocation it is rather good to read. There are alot of people that recommended this book. These



people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can
buy the particular e-book. Y ou can mOore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The priceis
not very costly but this book possesses high quality.
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