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Philosophy can be intriguing--and at times baffling. It deals with the central
problems of the human condition--with important questions of free will, morality,
life after death, the limits of logic and reason--though often in rather esoteric
terms. Now, in The Oxford Companion to Philosophy, readers have the most
authoritative and engaging one-volume reference work on philosophy available,
offering clear and reliable guidance to the ideas of all notable philosophers from
antiquity to the present day, and to the major philosophical systems around the
globe, from Confucianism to phenomenology.
Here is indeed a world of thought, with entries on idealism and empiricism,
ethics and aesthetics, epicureanism and stoicism, deism and pantheism, liberalism
and conservativism, logical positivism and existentialism--over two thousand
entries in all. The contributors represent a veritable who's who of modern
philosophy, including such eminent figures as Isaiah Berlin, Sissela Bok, Ronald
Dworkin, John Searle, Michael Walzer, and W. V. Quine. We read Paul
Feyerabend on the history of the philosophy of science, Peter Singer on Hegel,
Anthony Kenny on Frege, and Anthony Quinton on philosophy itself. We meet
the great thinkers--from Aristotle and Plato, to Augustine and Aquinas, to
Descartes and Kant, to Nietzsche and Schopenhauer, right up to contemporary
thinkers such as Richard Rorty, Jacques Derrida, Luce Iragaray, and Noam
Chomsky (over 150 living philosophers are profiled). There are short entries on
key concepts such as personal identity and the mind-body problem, major
doctrines from utilitarianism to Marxism, schools of thought such as the
Heidelberg School or the Vienna Circle, and contentious public issues such as
abortion, capital punishment, and welfare. In addition, the book offers short
explanations of philosophical terms (qualia, supervenience, iff), puzzles (the
Achilles paradox, the prisoner's dilemma), and curiosities (the philosopher's
stone, slime). Almost every entry is accompanied by suggestions for further
reading, and the book includes both a chronological chart of the history of
philosophy and a gallery of portraits of eighty eminent philosophers, from
Pythagoras and Confucius to Rudolf Carnap and G.E. Moore. And finally, as in
all Oxford Companions, the contributors also explore lighter or more curious
aspects of the subject, such as "Deaths of Philosophers" (quite a few were
executed, including Socrates, Boethius, Giordano Bruno, and Thomas More) or
"Nothing so Absurd" (referring to Cicero's remark that "There is nothing so
absurd but some philosopher has said it"). Thus the Companion is both
informative and a pleasure to browse in, providing quick answers to any

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0198661320
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0198661320
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0198661320


question, and much intriguing reading for a Sunday afternoon.
An indispensable guide and a constant source of stimulation and enlightenment,
The Oxford Companion to Philosophy with appeal to everyone interested in
abstract thought, the eternal questions, and the foundations of human
understanding.
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Philosophy can be intriguing--and at times baffling. It deals with the central problems of the human
condition--with important questions of free will, morality, life after death, the limits of logic and reason--
though often in rather esoteric terms. Now, in The Oxford Companion to Philosophy, readers have the most
authoritative and engaging one-volume reference work on philosophy available, offering clear and reliable
guidance to the ideas of all notable philosophers from antiquity to the present day, and to the major
philosophical systems around the globe, from Confucianism to phenomenology.
Here is indeed a world of thought, with entries on idealism and empiricism, ethics and aesthetics,
epicureanism and stoicism, deism and pantheism, liberalism and conservativism, logical positivism and
existentialism--over two thousand entries in all. The contributors represent a veritable who's who of modern
philosophy, including such eminent figures as Isaiah Berlin, Sissela Bok, Ronald Dworkin, John Searle,
Michael Walzer, and W. V. Quine. We read Paul Feyerabend on the history of the philosophy of science,
Peter Singer on Hegel, Anthony Kenny on Frege, and Anthony Quinton on philosophy itself. We meet the
great thinkers--from Aristotle and Plato, to Augustine and Aquinas, to Descartes and Kant, to Nietzsche and
Schopenhauer, right up to contemporary thinkers such as Richard Rorty, Jacques Derrida, Luce Iragaray, and
Noam Chomsky (over 150 living philosophers are profiled). There are short entries on key concepts such as
personal identity and the mind-body problem, major doctrines from utilitarianism to Marxism, schools of
thought such as the Heidelberg School or the Vienna Circle, and contentious public issues such as abortion,
capital punishment, and welfare. In addition, the book offers short explanations of philosophical terms
(qualia, supervenience, iff), puzzles (the Achilles paradox, the prisoner's dilemma), and curiosities (the
philosopher's stone, slime). Almost every entry is accompanied by suggestions for further reading, and the
book includes both a chronological chart of the history of philosophy and a gallery of portraits of eighty
eminent philosophers, from Pythagoras and Confucius to Rudolf Carnap and G.E. Moore. And finally, as in
all Oxford Companions, the contributors also explore lighter or more curious aspects of the subject, such as
"Deaths of Philosophers" (quite a few were executed, including Socrates, Boethius, Giordano Bruno, and
Thomas More) or "Nothing so Absurd" (referring to Cicero's remark that "There is nothing so absurd but
some philosopher has said it"). Thus the Companion is both informative and a pleasure to browse in,
providing quick answers to any question, and much intriguing reading for a Sunday afternoon.
An indispensable guide and a constant source of stimulation and enlightenment, The Oxford Companion to
Philosophy with appeal to everyone interested in abstract thought, the eternal questions, and the foundations
of human understanding.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Editor Honderich sees this book not only as a reference work, but as "something more amiable than that. It
diverts. It suits a Sunday morning." The Oxford Companion to Philosophy is an authoritative, alphabetically
arranged encyclopedia. Honderich has assembled a distinguished roster of 240 contributors, including Isaiah
Berlin, Anthony Kenny, Michael Dummett, Alasdair MacIntyre, W. V. Quine, and John Searle. Contributors
and affiliations are listed in the front matter. The 1,931 signed entries are directed toward general readers
fascinated with philosophy as well as philosophy students and professional philosophers.

Among the lengthiest entries (2,000 words or more) are those on the great philosophers of the past (Aristotle,
Descartes, Kant, etc.), on the dozen or so major branches of philosophy (epistemology, metaphysics, logic),
and on the most prominent "national" philosophies (American, Indian, Japanese). Shorter biographies focus
on others prominent in the field, including some 150 contemporary philosophers. Rounding out the book are
hundreds of articles on philosophical terms and dozens on national philosophies of lesser impact on the
Anglo-American tradition (Croatian, Spanish, Swedish). Short bibliographies follow most entries. Three
appendixes cover logical symbols used in this book, "maps" or family trees of various branches of
philosophy, and a chronological table of philosophy. The index directs readers to related entries. Portraits of
several dozen major philosophers are grouped by period or culture (medieval, French, Eastern).

The diversity of contributors has resulted in a wide variety of interesting, idiosyncratic articles. The one on
the late Paul Feyerabend, for instance, begins "Austrian-American philosopher of science who argues for the
abolition of his subject." Feyerabend, author of the article on the history of the philosophy of science, was
thus a far-from-unbiased viewer of his own discipline. It might be argued that the various biases in The
Oxford Companion somehow balance out in a way that a single-author work like Simon Blackburn's Oxford
Dictionary of Philosophy [RBB Ja 15 95) cannot. Blackburn has more (2,500) but generally much shorter
entries. A more apt comparison might be the venerable multivolume Encyclopedia of Philosophy
(Macmillan, 1967), edited by Paul Edwards (a contributor to the present work). It boasts much longer articles
but is necessarily silent on the last quarter-century of philosophy. The Oxford Companion to Philosophy is
highly recommended for academic, public, and high-school libraries.

Review

"A first-rate book that belongs in every philosophy collection."--Library Journal

About the Author

Ted Honderich is Grote Professor of the Philosophy of Mind and Logic at University College London, and
has also taught at Yale and CUNY. He is the author of A Theory of Determinism: The Mind, Neuroscience,
and Life-Hopes and How Free Are You?
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Dora Champagne:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you
can spent the entire day to reading a guide. The book The Oxford Companion to Philosophy it is quite good
to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this
book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high
quality.

Leona Tidwell:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Oxford Companion
to Philosophy that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they
react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you may pick The Oxford Companion to Philosophy become your current
starter.

Karen Huff:

This The Oxford Companion to Philosophy is great e-book for you because the content that is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The
Oxford Companion to Philosophy in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous
1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already
do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Adam Carter:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By book
The Oxford Companion to Philosophy we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative
people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your
aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book The Oxford Companion to Philosophy. You
can more pleasing than now.
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