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In 1933, the delightfully eccentric travel writer Robert Byron set out on a journey
through the Middle East via Beirut, Jerusalem, Baghdad and Teheran to Oxiana,
near the border between Afghanistan and the Soviet Union. Throughout, he kept
a thoroughly captivating record of his encounters, discoveries, and frequent
misadventures. His story would become a best-selling travel book throughout the
English-speaking world, until the acclaim died down and it was gradually
forgotten. When Paul Fussell published his own book Abroad, in 1982, he wrote
that The Road to Oxiana is to the travel book what "Ulysses is to the novel
between the wars, and what The Waste Land is to poetry." His statements revived
the public's interest in the book, and for the first time, it was widely available in
American bookstores. Now this long-overdue reprint will introduce it to a whole
new generation of readers. This edition features a new introduction by Rory
Stewart, best known for his book The Places In Between, about his extensive
travels in Afghanistan.
Today, in addition to its entertainment value, The Road to Oxiana also serves as a
rare account of the architectural treasures of a region now inaccessible to most
Western travelers, and a nostalgic look back at a more innocent time.
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In 1933, the delightfully eccentric travel writer Robert Byron set out on a journey through the Middle East
via Beirut, Jerusalem, Baghdad and Teheran to Oxiana, near the border between Afghanistan and the Soviet
Union. Throughout, he kept a thoroughly captivating record of his encounters, discoveries, and frequent
misadventures. His story would become a best-selling travel book throughout the English-speaking world,
until the acclaim died down and it was gradually forgotten. When Paul Fussell published his own book
Abroad, in 1982, he wrote that The Road to Oxiana is to the travel book what "Ulysses is to the novel
between the wars, and what The Waste Land is to poetry." His statements revived the public's interest in the
book, and for the first time, it was widely available in American bookstores. Now this long-overdue reprint
will introduce it to a whole new generation of readers. This edition features a new introduction by Rory
Stewart, best known for his book The Places In Between, about his extensive travels in Afghanistan.
Today, in addition to its entertainment value, The Road to Oxiana also serves as a rare account of the
architectural treasures of a region now inaccessible to most Western travelers, and a nostalgic look back at a
more innocent time.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A brilliantly-wrought expression of a thoroughly modern sensibility, a portrait of an accidental man adrift
between frontiers" New York Review of Books "The Road to Oxiana is part travelogue, part aesthetic
manifesto and part social observation; it remains the most thoroughly readable of all books. And Byron is the
ideal companion, witty, charming, irascible, and content to leave and be left alone" The Times "The Road to
Oxiana is an informed, somewhat high-flown account of the early Islamic architecture of Persia and
Afghanistan wrapped in a comic narrative that ensured a far wider readership... Funny, didactic and biting,
Byron's masterpiece transports us across the world and, better still, across the decades to splendidly alien
lands" Independent "My favourite travel book is Robert Byron's The Road To Oxiana, which started a new
wave of travel writing. I took it on my first trip to Iran. I always take books about the places I'm visiting: I
sat in a ruined mosque now populated by sheep and read Byron's wonderful descriptions of it. I think that
sowed a seed for the Travel Bookshop" -- Sarah Anderson, founder of The Travel Bookshop "I love literary
travel books and this is the best one in the English language. Scholarly, eccentric and wildly opinionated" --
Tudor Parfitt Geographical

From the Inside Flap
In 1933 the delightfully eccentric Robert Byron set out on a journey through the Middle East via Beirut and
Jerusalem.

About the Author

Robert Byron was born in England in 1905 into a family distantly related to Lord Byron. He attended Eton
and Merton College, Oxford, and wrote several travel books before his untimely death in 1941, while serving
as a correspondent for a London newspaper during World War II.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kathy Woodward:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important normally. The book The Road to Oxiana seemed to be making you to know about
other information and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The guide The
Road to Oxiana is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to become your friend
when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship with all the book The Road to Oxiana. You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you
read some books.

Sarah Creamer:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The Road to Oxiana book is readable through you who hate those straight
word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also



decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with The Road to Oxiana content
conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Road to Oxiana is not loveable to
be your top listing reading book?

Nathan Strong:

The reason? Because this The Road to Oxiana is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it
was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want
to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Victor Hubbard:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The The Road to Oxiana provide you with new experience in reading through a book.
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