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This ground-breaking and exhaustive analysis of university ranking surveys
scrutinizes their theoretical bases, methodological issues, societal impact, and
policy implications, providing readers with a deep understanding of these
controversial comparators. The authors propose that university rankings are
misused by policymakers and institutional leaders alike. They assert that these
interested parties overlook the highly problematic internal logic of ranking
methodologies even as they obsess over the surveys’ assessment of their status.
The result is that institutions suffer from short-termism, realigning their resources
to maximize their relative rankings. While rankings are widely used in policy and
academic discussions, this is the first book to explore the theoretical and
methodological issues of ranking itself. It is a welcome contribution to an often
highly charged debate. Far from showing how to manipulate the system, this
collection of work by key researchers aims to enlighten interested parties.
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book to explore the theoretical and methodological issues of ranking itself. It is a welcome contribution to an
often highly charged debate. Far from showing how to manipulate the system, this collection of work by key
researchers aims to enlighten interested parties.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This is the best book going on university rankings. It provides a reliable, readable, wide-ranging guide for
the policy maker, university leader, scholar and would be doctoral student who wants to make sense of the
mass of ranking data now available. Shin, Toutkoushian and Teichler tell us how to sort the good, the bad
and the ugly in university comparison. A strength of the book, one that guarantees its broad relevance, is the
inclusion of contributions from each of the world’s major zones of higher education.”

Simon Marginson, Professor, University of Melbourne

 

 “This volume makes an impressive contribution to our understanding of the international obsession with
university rankings. Shin, Toutkoushian, and Teichler, along with their contributing authors, examine the
topic from multiple perspectives that will appeal to administrators, scholars, and public audiences alike.
Grounded in organizational theory, the volume sheds light on the many ranking methodologies ranging from
simplistic and descriptive to intricate and multivariate. Not only do several chapters illuminate the relevant
measurement issues, but other chapters address the social impact of the rankings themselves and how they
influence university behavior. No other book combines such a rich collection of international perspectives
and so effectively fills a gap in the literature.”

James Fredericks Volkwein, Professor, Pennsylvania State University

“This book offers a comprehensive and very timely analysis of a topic of central importance to contemporary
higher education: university rankings. Contributors to the book provide a key to the understanding of the
theoretical basis and methodological foundations of rankings and their impact on higher education systems
and institutions. Illuminating the amazing popularity of rankings, broad and refreshing reflection on the
drivers and consequences of rankings are offered.”

Jürgen Enders, Professor, University of Twente

 

 “Since the rankings and indicators of universities are proliferating, this book appears in due time for
generating some overview of the field. Do the rankings measure efficiency (in terms of output/input) or
effectiveness (in terms of stated goals)? Is one comparing apples with oranges? For example, since
mathematicians provide fewer references than molecular biologists, would a university be well advised to
close its mathematics department? Would Harvard still be at the top of the list if publications/dollar were
used for the ranking? These and such questions require further reflection. The authors have done a
commendable job in organizing the state of the art.”



Loet Leydesdorff, Professor, University of Amsterdam

 

…” Though not all aspects covered in the book are new, the 13 scholar?contributors to this book, make it a
good reading on what is becoming an increasingly important issue, for the graduate students and
policy?makers as well.”

Jandhyala B.G. Tilak, National University of Educational Planning and Administration, New Delhi, India
Journal of Educational Planning and Administration
Volume XXVII, No. 2, April 2013, pp. 209?224
http://www.nuepa.org/Pub_Jepa.html

 

From the Back Cover

This ground-breaking and exhaustive analysis of university ranking surveys scrutinizes their theoretical
bases, methodological issues, societal impact, and policy implications, providing readers with a deep
understanding of these controversial comparators. The authors propose that university rankings are misused
by policymakers and institutional leaders alike. They assert that these interested parties overlook the highly
problematic internal logic of ranking methodologies even as they obsess over the surveys’ assessment of
their status. The result is that institutions suffer from short-termism, realigning their resources to maximize
their relative rankings. While rankings are widely used in policy and academic discussions, this is the first
book to explore the theoretical and methodological issues of ranking itself. It is a welcome contribution to an
often highly charged debate. Far from showing how to manipulate the system, this collection of work by key
researchers aims to enlighten interested parties.

 “This is the best book going on university rankings. It provides a reliable, readable, wide-ranging guide for
the policy maker, university leader, scholar and would be doctoral student who wants to make sense of the
mass of ranking data now available. Shin, Toutkoushian and Teichler tell us how to sort the good, the bad
and the ugly in university comparison. A strength of the book, one that guarantees its broad relevance, is the
inclusion of contributions from each of the world’s major zones of higher education.”

Simon Marginson, Professor, University of Melbourne

 "This book offers a comprehensive and very timely analysis of a topic of central importance to
contemporary higher education: university rankings. Contributors to the book provide a key to the
understanding of the theoretical basis and methodological foundations of rankings and their impact on
higher education systems and institutions. Illuminating the amazing popularity of rankings, broad and
refreshing reflection on the drivers and consequences of rankings are offered.”

Jürgen Enders, Professor, University of Twente

 

 



Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Coker:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book University Rankings: Theoretical Basis,
Methodology and Impacts on Global Higher Education (The Changing Academy – The Changing Academic
Profession in International Comparative Perspective). You can choose the best book if you like reading a
book. As long as we know about how is important the book University Rankings: Theoretical Basis,
Methodology and Impacts on Global Higher Education (The Changing Academy – The Changing Academic
Profession in International Comparative Perspective). You can add know-how and of course you can around
the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book.
You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Michael Walker:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider when those
information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen inside you if you take University Rankings: Theoretical Basis, Methodology and Impacts on Global
Higher Education (The Changing Academy – The Changing Academic Profession in International
Comparative Perspective) as the daily resource information.

Melissa Ray:

Why? Because this University Rankings: Theoretical Basis, Methodology and Impacts on Global Higher
Education (The Changing Academy – The Changing Academic Profession in International Comparative
Perspective) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will
surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the
book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still
convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Christopher Hardnett:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This University Rankings: Theoretical Basis, Methodology
and Impacts on Global Higher Education (The Changing Academy – The Changing Academic Profession in



International Comparative Perspective) can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book
you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can
be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to
have University Rankings: Theoretical Basis, Methodology and Impacts on Global Higher Education (The
Changing Academy – The Changing Academic Profession in International Comparative Perspective).
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