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Women and Gender in Chinese Martial Arts Films of the New Millennium, by
Y a-chen Chen, is an excavation of underexposed gender issues focusing mainly
on contradictory and troubled feminism in the film narratives. In the cinematic
world of martial arts films, one can easily find representations of women of
Ancient Chinareleased from the constraints of patriarchal social order to revel in
adreamlike space of their own. They can develop themselves, protect
themselves, and even defeat or conquer men. Thisworld not only frees women
from the convention of foot-binding, but it also "unbinds' them in terms of
education, critical thinking, talent, ambition, opportunities to socialize with
different men, and the freedom or right to both choose their spouse and decide
their own fate. Chen calls this phenomenon " Chinese cinematic martial arts
feminism."

The liberation is never sustaining or complete, however; Chen reveals the
presence of aglass ceiling marking the maximal exercise of feminism and
women's rights which the patriarchal order iswilling to accept. As such, these
films are not to be seen as celebrations of feminist liberation, but as enunciations
of the patriarchal authority that suffuses "Chinese cinematic martial arts
feminism." The film narratives under examination include Crouching Tiger,
Hidden Dragon (directed by Ang Leg); Hero (Zhang Yimou); House of the
Flying Daggers (Zhang Yimou); Seven Swords (Tsui Hark); The Promise (Chen
Kaige); The Banquet (Feng Xiaogang); and Curst of the Golden Flower (Zhang
Yimou). Chen also touches upon the plots of two of the earliest award-winning
Chinese martia arts films, A Touch of Zen and Legend of the Mountain, both
directed by King Hu.
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Women and Gender in Chinese Martial Arts Films of the New Millennium, by Y a-chen Chen, isan
excavation of underexposed gender issues focusing mainly on contradictory and troubled feminism in the
film narratives. In the cinematic world of martial arts films, one can easily find representations of women of
Ancient Chinareleased from the constraints of patriarchal social order to revel in a dreamlike space of their
own. They can develop themselves, protect themselves, and even defeat or conquer men. Thisworld not only
frees women from the convention of foot-binding, but it also "unbinds’ them in terms of education, critical
thinking, talent, ambition, opportunities to socialize with different men, and the freedom or right to both
choose their spouse and decide their own fate. Chen calls this phenomenon " Chinese cinematic martial arts
feminism."

The liberation is never sustaining or complete, however; Chen reveal s the presence of a glass ceiling marking
the maximal exercise of feminism and women's rights which the patriarchal order iswilling to accept. As
such, these films are not to be seen as celebrations of feminist liberation, but as enunciations of the
patriarchal authority that suffuses " Chinese cinematic martial arts feminism." The film narratives under
examination include Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon (directed by Ang Lee); Hero (Zhang Yimou); House
of the Flying Daggers (Zhang Yimou); Seven Swvords (Tsui Hark); The Promise (Chen Kaige); The Banguet
(Feng Xiaogang); and Curst of the Golden Flower (Zhang Yimou). Chen also touches upon the plots of two
of the earliest award-winning Chinese martial arts films, A Touch of Zen and Legend of the Mountain, both
directed by King Hu.
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Editorial Review

Review

Y a-Chen Chen's Women in Chinese Martial Arts Films of the New Milleniumis afull-length, intensive and
passionate interrogation of the feminist possibilities of Chinese martia arts cinema. Film by film, Chen
shows both the achievements of their contemporaries and how those achievements are at the pleasure of the
men who control the industry. The result is amajor intervention in the ongoing debate. (Chris Berry,
Goldsmiths, University of London)

A refreshing look at an age-old genre that injects an energetic feminist perspective into the jaded analysis of
a Chinese cinematic legacy. (Ying Zhu, author of Television in Post-Reform China: Serial Dramas,
Confucian Leadership and Global Television Market)

About the Author
Y a-chen Chen is an assistant professor of foreign languages and literature, and director of the Chinese
Language Program at Clark University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Fernando Rowe:

The book Women in Chinese Martial Arts Films of the New Millennium: Narrative Analyses and Gender
Politics will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe theideaiis
very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Women
in Chinese Martial Arts Films of the New Millennium: Narrative Analyses and Gender Politicsis much
recommended to you to see. Y ou can aso get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to
read the book.

Annie Adcock:

The book untitled Women in Chinese Martial Arts Films of the New Millennium: Narrative Analyses and
Gender Politicsisthe e-book that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the guide content
that will be shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The author was did alot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they
shareto you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the e-book of Women in Chinese Martial
Arts Films of the New Millennium: Narrative Analyses and Gender Politics from the publisher to make you
more enjoy free time.

Jose Holmes;

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with palsis thing that usually



you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Women in Chinese Martial Arts Films
of the New Millennium: Narrative Analyses and Gender Politics, you may enjoy both. It is good combination
right, you still need to missit? What kind of hang-out typeisit? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas.
What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Jeanie Hynes:

Y ou are able to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Women in Chinese Martial Arts
Films of the New Millennium: Narrative Analyses and Gender Politicsis simple to develop you can read it in
the park, in the beach, train aswell as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed
book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. Y ou can save the book in your smart
phone. Therefore there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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