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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Though there are many biographies of the great Shawnee chief Tecumseh (1768-1813), this effort by
historical novelist Eckert ( The Frontiersman ) may spark new interest--and controversy--with its "hidden
dialogue" technique. After more than 25 years of research, the author felt free to recreate Tecumseh's
conversations and thoughts in what proves to be an entertaining blend of fact and fiction. The orator and
organizer's life was shaped by his tribe's tragic confrontation with westward-moving whites, who encroached
on Native American lands along the Ohio River valley. His long struggle against this dispossession led
Tecumseh to create a historic confederacy of tribes, but this crowning achievement was destroyed by his own
brother at Tippecanoe in 1811. Eckert's dialogue is clunky, yet his colorful evocation of this seminal
American figure will be more broadly accessible than are drier, more factual accounts.

Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews

A spirited but misdirected stab at a definitive biography of the great Shawnee warrior, from prolific historian
and novelist Eckert, whose six-volume nonfiction The Winning of America series (Twilight of Empire,
Gateway to Empire, etc.) paved the way for this epic. Employing what he terms ™"narrative biography" as a
touchstone (and as an apparent euphemism for poetic license), Eckert embarks on a quest for the real
Tecumseh, seeking alife buried beneath countless legends and tales. The result is a mammoth account of a
remarkable American from the spectacular moment of his birth--concurrent with the appearance of a brilliant
shooting star- -to his sudden death in the Battle of Thamesin 1813, an event described in more than 40
different ways by ~“eyewitnesses." Along with the portrait of a man of keen insight and ability--a natural
leader who eschewed the role of chief but who sought tirelessly to unite al tribesin a pan-Indian movement-
-emerges arich tapestry of Native American society in the Ohio region during Tecumseh's time. The Indian
leader and his family, especially his brother, the prophet Tenskwatawa, figured dramatically in the growing
violence along the frontier as white settlers swarmed across the Appalachians onto Indian lands. By
emphasizing the greatness of Tecumseh, however, Eckert minimizes the significance of tribal unification asa
wider phenomenon and the role of spiritual leadersin firing that movement, to the extent that, for instance,
Tenskwatawa is depicted as a sniveling conniver achieving renown largely through his brother's generosity.
A biography that succeeds better as fiction. Astoundingly detailed but ambitiousto afault, inits
interpretative zea it strays from, or at least embellishes, the historical record to the point of being suspect. --
Copyright ©1991, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
William Leininger:

The book A Sorrow in Our Heart: The Life of Tecumseh can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like abook A Sorrow
in Our Heart: The Life of Tecumseh? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that
book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book A Sorrow in Our Heart: The Life of Tecumseh has simple shape but you know: it has great and
large function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by open up and read abook. So it isvery



wonderful.

Scott Peters:

Now aday folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each datathey get. How many people to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information especialy this A Sorrow in Our Heart: The Life of Tecumseh
book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Mary Varnum:

Typically the book A Sorrow in Our Heart: The Life of Tecumseh has alot of knowledge on it. So when you
check out this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author.
Mcdouga makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get
the point easily after reading this book.

Andy McNeil:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love A Sorrow in Our Heart: The Life of
Tecumseh, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to missit? What kind of
hang typeisit? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on itsidentified as
reading friends.
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