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In a vast and all-embracing study of Africa, from the origins of mankind to the
AIDS epidemic, John Iliffe refocuses its history on the peopling of an
environmentally hostile continent. Africans have been pioneers struggling against
disease and nature, and their social, economic and political institutions have been
designed to ensure their survival. In the context of medical progress and other
twentieth-century innovations, however, the same institutions have bred the most
rapid population growth the world has ever seen. The history of the continent is
thus a single story binding living Africans to their earliest human ancestors. John
Iliffe was Professor of African History at the University of Cambridge and is a
Fellow of St. John's College. He is the author of several books on Africa,
including A modern history of Tanganyika and The African poor: A history,
which was awarded the Herskovits Prize of the African Studies Association of
the United States. Both books were published by Cambridge University Press.
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refocuses its history on the peopling of an environmentally hostile continent. Africans have been pioneers
struggling against disease and nature, and their social, economic and political institutions have been designed
to ensure their survival. In the context of medical progress and other twentieth-century innovations, however,
the same institutions have bred the most rapid population growth the world has ever seen. The history of the
continent is thus a single story binding living Africans to their earliest human ancestors. John Iliffe was
Professor of African History at the University of Cambridge and is a Fellow of St. John's College. He is the
author of several books on Africa, including A modern history of Tanganyika and The African poor: A
history, which was awarded the Herskovits Prize of the African Studies Association of the United States.
Both books were published by Cambridge University Press.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Iliffe, an eminent African historian at Cambridge, offers a far-ranging survey of Africa from the development
of the human species to the South African elections of 1994. He writes in a thematic rather than strictly
chronological fashion. What sets his book apart from other such surveys (e.g., Basil Davidson's African
Civilization Revisited, LJ 6/1/91. 2d ed.) is his treatment of the environment and population as factors in the
development of Africa, including North Africa. Iliffe examines human coexistence with nature, the building
up of enduring societies, and African reactions to outside forces; yet he always keeps the contemporary
world in mind, focusing on the answers to such basic questions as why Africa remained relatively
underdeveloped compared with Eurasian societies or why African states have experienced so many problems
over the past couple of decades. Iliffe's excellent, well-written introductory text belongs in all collections of
Africana.
Paul H. Thomas, Hoover Inst. Lib., Stanford, Cal.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Reading this seminal work afresh has made me appreciate just what an extraordinary achievement it really
is." -John Parker, Journal of African History

From the Back Cover
In a vast and all-embracing study of Africa, from the origins of mankind to the South African general
election of 1994, John Iliffe refocuses African history on the peopling of an environmentally hostile
continent. Africans have been pioneers struggling against disease and nature, and their social, economic and
political institutions have been designed to ensure survival and maximise numbers. These institutions
enabled them to survive the slave trade and colonial invasion, but in the context of medical progress and
other twentieth-century innovations the same institutions have bred the most rapid population growth the
world has ever seen. This demographic growth has lain behind the collapse of colonial rule, the
disintegration of Apartheid, and the instability of contemporary nations. The history of the continent is thus a
single story binding living Africans to their earliest human ancestors.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Bullen:

Here thing why this specific Africans: The History of a Continent (African Studies) are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the
content is as tasty as food or not. Africans: The History of a Continent (African Studies) giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar
with Africans: The History of a Continent (African Studies). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up
your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around
you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who
is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Africans: The History of a Continent
(African Studies) in e-book can be your alternative.



Johnnie McCormick:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Africans: The History of a
Continent (African Studies) book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in
this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Pierre Winter:

This Africans: The History of a Continent (African Studies) is new way for you who has curiosity to look for
some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this Africans: The History of a
Continent (African Studies) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this book is
easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes
I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this
reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life
in addition to knowledge.

Adam Tonn:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Africans: The History of a Continent (African Studies) can make you
truly feel more interested to read.
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