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Americans in the early 19th century were, as one foreign traveller bluntly put it,
"filthy, bordering on the beastly"--perfectly at home in dirty, bug-infested,
malodorous surroundings. Many a home swarmed with flies, barnyard animals,
dust, and dirt; clothes were seldom washed; men hardly ever shaved or bathed.
Yet gradually all this changed, and today, Americans are known worldwide for
their obsession with cleanliness--for their sophisticated plumbing, daily bathing,
shiny hair and teeth, and spotless clothes. In Chasing Dirt, Suellen Hoy provides
a colorful history of this remarkable transformation from "dreadfully dirty" to
"cleaner than clean," ranging from the pre-Civil War era to the 1950s, when
American's obsession with cleanliness reached its peak.
Hoy offers here a fascinating narrative, filled with vivid portraits of the men and
especially the women who helped America come clean. She examines the work
of early promoters of cleanliness, such as Catharine Beecher and Sylvester
Graham; and describes how the Civil War marked a turning point in our attitudes
toward cleanliness, discussing the work of the U.S. Sanitary Commission, headed
by Frederick Law Olmsted, and revealing how the efforts of Florence
Nightingale in the Crimean War inspired American women--such as Dorothea
Dix, Clara Barton, and Louisa May Alcott--to volunteer as nurses during the war.
We also read of the postwar efforts of George E. Waring, Jr., a sanitary engineer
who constructed sewer systems around the nation and who, as head of New York
City's street-cleaning department, transformed the city from the nation's dirtiest
to the nation's cleanest in three years. Hoy details the efforts to convince African-
Americans and immigrants of the importance of cleanliness, examining the
efforts of Booker T. Washington (who preached the "gospel of the toothbrush"),
Jane Addams at Hull House, and Lillian Wald at the Henry Street Settlement
House. Indeed, we see how cleanliness gradually shifted from a way to prevent
disease to a way to assimilate, to become American. And as the book enters the
modern era, we learn how advertising for soaps, mouth washes, toothpastes, and
deodorants in mass-circulation magazines showed working men and women how
to cleanse themselves and become part of the increasingly sweatless, odorless,
and successful middle class. Shower for success!
By illuminating the historical roots of America's shift from "dreadfully dirty" to
"squeaky clean," Chasing Dirt adds a new dimension to our understanding of our
national culture. And along the way, it provides colorful and often amusing social
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Americans in the early 19th century were, as one foreign traveller bluntly put it, "filthy, bordering on the
beastly"--perfectly at home in dirty, bug-infested, malodorous surroundings. Many a home swarmed with
flies, barnyard animals, dust, and dirt; clothes were seldom washed; men hardly ever shaved or bathed. Yet
gradually all this changed, and today, Americans are known worldwide for their obsession with cleanliness--
for their sophisticated plumbing, daily bathing, shiny hair and teeth, and spotless clothes. In Chasing Dirt,
Suellen Hoy provides a colorful history of this remarkable transformation from "dreadfully dirty" to "cleaner
than clean," ranging from the pre-Civil War era to the 1950s, when American's obsession with cleanliness
reached its peak.
Hoy offers here a fascinating narrative, filled with vivid portraits of the men and especially the women who
helped America come clean. She examines the work of early promoters of cleanliness, such as Catharine
Beecher and Sylvester Graham; and describes how the Civil War marked a turning point in our attitudes
toward cleanliness, discussing the work of the U.S. Sanitary Commission, headed by Frederick Law
Olmsted, and revealing how the efforts of Florence Nightingale in the Crimean War inspired American
women--such as Dorothea Dix, Clara Barton, and Louisa May Alcott--to volunteer as nurses during the war.
We also read of the postwar efforts of George E. Waring, Jr., a sanitary engineer who constructed sewer
systems around the nation and who, as head of New York City's street-cleaning department, transformed the
city from the nation's dirtiest to the nation's cleanest in three years. Hoy details the efforts to convince
African-Americans and immigrants of the importance of cleanliness, examining the efforts of Booker T.
Washington (who preached the "gospel of the toothbrush"), Jane Addams at Hull House, and Lillian Wald at
the Henry Street Settlement House. Indeed, we see how cleanliness gradually shifted from a way to prevent
disease to a way to assimilate, to become American. And as the book enters the modern era, we learn how
advertising for soaps, mouth washes, toothpastes, and deodorants in mass-circulation magazines showed
working men and women how to cleanse themselves and become part of the increasingly sweatless, odorless,
and successful middle class. Shower for success!
By illuminating the historical roots of America's shift from "dreadfully dirty" to "squeaky clean," Chasing
Dirt adds a new dimension to our understanding of our national culture. And along the way, it provides
colorful and often amusing social history as well as insight into what makes Americans the way we are
today.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
How did the U.S. get so obsessed with cleanliness? Indiana historian Suellen Hoy goes back to the 19th
century to explain how a decades-long struggle to educate government and the public on the need for
sanitation and health reforms has now turned into a cultural obsession fueled by many millions of dollars in
carefully calibrated ad campaigns. It may have originally been a question of stopping disease in America's
booming new cities, but now it's really about our self-image--and the private house-cleaning business is
booming.

From Booklist
In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, Europeans were shocked by Americans' filthiness: dirty bodies
and clothes; cluttered, malodorous farms and homes; littered, vermin-infested villages and cities. By the
middle of the twentieth century, foreign visitors laughed at Americans' obsession with cleanliness: a
fondness for showers and deodorants and sanitation and odor eradication that struck most of the world as
neurotic. In Chasing Dirt, historian Hoy (whose father, Christopher, was an ALA staffer until his retirement
in the early 1980s) explores how this strong commitment to cleanliness developed. This is fascinating social
history, analyzing how a variety of factors--the Civil War, urbanization and industrialization, epidemics,
changing definitions and aspirations of the middle class, new industries such as advertising and soap and
plumbing equipment manufacturing--produced major behavioral changes in millions of Americans.
Particularly interesting elements of Hoy's analysis include parallel developments in the concept of
cleanliness and the approved role of women and the strong class element in the campaign to produce a
"cleaner" America. Not an essential purchase, but larger social history collections will want to dust off a
place on their shelves for this volume. Mary Carroll

Review

"Readers will never look upon their surroundings or their personal hygiene in quite the same way."--Science

"Lively and reassuring....Thorough, accurate, and very readable."--The Boston Sunday Globe

"A tour de force of social history,"--American Heritage

"Deft and fascinating."--The Women's Review of Books

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Tracy Lindsey:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important usually. The book Chasing Dirt: The American Pursuit of Cleanliness
seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is
extremely advantages for you. The reserve Chasing Dirt: The American Pursuit of Cleanliness is not only
giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can
spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book Chasing Dirt: The
American Pursuit of Cleanliness. You never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Anne Shibata:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you that Chasing Dirt: The American Pursuit
of Cleanliness book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Andrew McConnell:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book
everywhere? It ok you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like
Chasing Dirt: The American Pursuit of Cleanliness which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's view.

Kelly Mays:

This Chasing Dirt: The American Pursuit of Cleanliness is new way for you who has interest to look for
some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge
more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Chasing Dirt: The American Pursuit
of Cleanliness can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book is
easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure
I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy
this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life in
addition to knowledge.
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