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The drama that shaped today’s Iran, from the Revolution to the present day.
 
In 1979, seemingly overnight—moving at a clip some thirty years faster than the
rest of the world—Iran became the first revolutionary theocracy in modern times.
Since then, the country has been largely a black box to the West, a sinister
presence looming over the horizon. But inside Iran, a breathtaking drama has
unfolded since then, as religious thinkers, political operatives, poets, journalists,
and activists have imagined and reimagined what Iran should be. They have
drawn as deeply on the traditions of the West as of the East and have acted upon
their beliefs with urgency and passion, frequently staking their lives for them.
 
With more than a decade of experience reporting on, researching, and writing
about Iran, Laura Secor narrates this unprecedented history as a story of
individuals caught up in the slipstream of their time, seizing and wielding ideas
powerful enough to shift its course as they wrestle with their country’s apparatus
of violent repression as well as its rich and often tragic history. Essential reading
at this moment when the fates of our countries have never been more entwined,
Children of Paradise will stand as a classic of political reporting; an indelible
portrait of a nation and its people striving for change.
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became the first revolutionary theocracy in modern times. Since then, the country has been largely a black
box to the West, a sinister presence looming over the horizon. But inside Iran, a breathtaking drama has
unfolded since then, as religious thinkers, political operatives, poets, journalists, and activists have imagined
and reimagined what Iran should be. They have drawn as deeply on the traditions of the West as of the East
and have acted upon their beliefs with urgency and passion, frequently staking their lives for them.
 
With more than a decade of experience reporting on, researching, and writing about Iran, Laura Secor
narrates this unprecedented history as a story of individuals caught up in the slipstream of their time, seizing
and wielding ideas powerful enough to shift its course as they wrestle with their country’s apparatus of
violent repression as well as its rich and often tragic history. Essential reading at this moment when the fates
of our countries have never been more entwined, Children of Paradise will stand as a classic of political
reporting; an indelible portrait of a nation and its people striving for change.
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Editorial Review

Review
Named a Must-Read by Flavorwire 

“Could not be more timely. … Indelibly portrays the journalists, dissidents, reformers and student activists
who have fought bravely for their ideals in a country where voicing one’s beliefs has often led to
imprisonment, torture and death. … Secor’s portraits create an impressionistic montage of Iranian life during
the last 37 years, which is hugely valuable in helping us understand Iran’s complex back story."—Michiko
Kakutani, The New York Times

“A first-rate, highly readable intellectual history…Ms. Secor is at her very best when she relays the
bravery and despair of dissidents, in particular the agony of women who have thrown themselves into the
fight…Ms. Secor last visited Iran in 2012. We can hope that she isn’t denied a visa in the future for her
truth-telling. If she is, Children of Paradise was worth the price.” —Wall Street Journal

“Democracy is always a work in progress. This point is made crystal clear in journalist Laura Secor’s
exhaustively researched book … an insightful view of the evolving intellectual character of a nation that has
been largely hidden from us for forty years. … A stellar example of investigative journalism and
narrative nonfiction.” —San Francisco Chronicle

“Entrancing...In [Secor's] hands, clerics, scholars, and others who helped Iran morph into a republic where
mosque and state are inseparable are like larger-than-life character from an epic novel...If beginning to know
a people, a country, can help further our appreciation of them, [Children of Paradise is] an important
building block.” —O, the Oprah Magazine

“Mesmerizing…Secor captures the extraordinary intellectual and political ferment of a country where
millions of people chafe under authoritarian rule...substantive and deeply affecting."—Newsday

“A vibrant panorama of contemporary Iran that doubles as a thorough intellectual and political history of the
country’s past four decades…highly accessible.” —Foreign Affairs

“Secor’s story … is a refreshingly Iranian tale—but for us there is this implicit warning: Do not trample this
soil and foreclose that next Spring.” —The New Republic

“Riveting....insightful and elegant...given her exhaustive research, Secor’s hopeful conclusion is well earned:
she expresses the belief that Iran’s citizenry will continue to demonstrate, against all odds, 'a restless
determination to challenge injustice and to seize control of its destiny.'” —Barnes & Noble Review
                 
“Secor’s book, which peers inside the 'black box' of a complex theocratic regime over the course of decades,
will likely provide grist for arguments on more than one side.” —Flavorwire

“Revealing [and] often shocking… An insightful chronicle of bloody repression and brave defiance.”
—Kirkus Reviews

“This immersive intellectual history… offers a firm grounding in the last 40 years of Iranian political thought



and the many actions it has inspired in a complicated and fascinating country.” —Publishers Weekly

“An essential read [that] will help to shed light on the dreams, hardships, and changing views of the
individuals who have helped to impact the direction of a nation…highly recommended.” —Library Journal

"Anyone who wants to understand the forces shaping post-revolutionary Iran will be rewarded by this
intimate and intellectually thrilling portrait. It’s a towering accomplishment."
—Lawrence Wright, author of The Looming Tower and Thirteen Days in September

"Transcending the political clichés that are often offered as new insights on Iran, this wonderful and timely
book provides a glimpse into what Secor calls the 'soul of the matter.' For once the focus is not on the rulers
but on those who, with anguish and determination, tried to bring about political change—even as they
themselves were transformed—and their desire, above all, to restore and preserve their country's sense of
dignity, and their own."
—Azar Nafisi, author of Reading Lolita in Tehran and The Republic of Imagination

"Anyone who ever thought of Iran as a monolith must read Children of Paradise, which takes the reader far
behind its fearsome caricature. The children referred to in the title are the brilliant dreamers behind the
transformative ideology that produced today’s Iran. This is a meticulously reported intellectual history, but
much more. Secor doesn’t flinch from depicting the cruelty of the revolutionary republic, but throughout, it
is the passion and promise of the people that shines through."
—Barbara Demick, author of the National Book Award finalist Nothing to Envy: Ordinary Lives in
North Korea

About the Author
Laura Secor has written about Iran for The New Yorker, The New York Times Magazine, Foreign Affairs,
The New Republic, and other publications, and has worked at The New York Times, The Boston Globe, The
American Prospect, and Lingua Franca. She has been a fellow at the New York Public Library’s Cullman
Center and the American Academy in Berlin, and has taught journalism at NYU and Princeton. Secor lives in
Brooklyn.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brenda Schweiger:

The particular book Children of Paradise: The Struggle for the Soul of Iran will bring you to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to
find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Children of Paradise: The Struggle for the
Soul of Iran is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Laura Clark:

The particular book Children of Paradise: The Struggle for the Soul of Iran has a lot details on it. So when
you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
scanning this book.



Andrea Quirk:

Exactly why? Because this Children of Paradise: The Struggle for the Soul of Iran is an unordinary book that
the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will
give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Norma Barnes:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Children of Paradise: The Struggle
for the Soul of Iran or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside
science guide, any other book likes Children of Paradise: The Struggle for the Soul of Iran to make your
spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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