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Through a sensitive use of awide variety of imaginative and didactic texts, Ruth
Karras shows that while prostitutes as individuals were marginalized within
medieval culture, prostitution as an institution was central to the medieval
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interest to scholars and students of history, women's studies, and the history of
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Editorial Review
Review

"In order to deal with both 'reality’ and representation, Karras had to discover and exploit awide variety of
sources. She has skillfully woven together the records of town, manorial, and diocesan courts with insights
gained from literary sources such as saints' lives, sermons, plays, and fabliaux....From the book's title to its
conclusion, Karras emphasizes that control of women's independence, much more than sexuality, was at
stake in the unending insistence on the shameful nature and image of women who were not 'safely under the
dominion of any one man--husband, father, master.' Karrasis not the first to make this point, but she argues
it with authority and with awealth of illuminating detail.... This book makes a significant contribution to our
appreciation of the social and cultural history not of prostitutes alone, but of all women in medieval
England."--Clarissa Atkinson, American Historical Review

"Karras has put together the definitive study of prostitution in late medieval England....Avoiding the
problems inherent in many other studies, Karras treads a careful and well-articul ated path between seeing
prostitutes only as victims or describing them as agentsin control of their own destiny....Karras has written
an original, stimulating, and important book that will become a standard text on the history of
prostitution."--Renaissance Quarterly

"Ruth Karras's new book will become a standard text on medieval prostitution, but it will also be required
reading for anyone interested in gender, sexuality, and women in the middle ages. Drawing on literary texts,
religious materials, legal documentation, and other sources, Karras places prostitutes--so often seen as
margina and atypical women--at the center of gender relationsin medieval England. Her sophisticated and
compelling argument is a magjor contribution to women's history, gender history, and medieval history."--
Judith Bennett, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

"A study of prostitution should reveal the convergence of many social forces. fear of female sexuality and
venality, the fine line between approved and condemned behavior, the regulation of commercial activity, the
double standard, and the distinction between the moral economy of the neighborhood and that of the fathers
of society. Ruth Karras touches all these points and al so turns to the voice of creative and sermon literature,
aswell as case studies, to put flesh on the tale."--Joel Rosenthal, State University of New Y ork, Stony Brook

"Ruth Karras here again displays her extraordinary ability to unpack the medieval meanings of twentieth-
century termsthat do not adequately describe medieval phenomena. Her study replaces the modern concept
of prostitution with the more accurate and very wide-ranging term "whoredom", bringing to bear and
synthesizing avast array of sources, from the legal and archival to the literary, artistic, and theological."--
Edward Peters, University of Pennsylvania



From the Back Cover

"Common women" in medieval England were prostitutes, whose distinguishing feature was not that they
took money for sex but that they belonged to all men in common. Common Women: Prostitution and
Sexuality in Medieval England tells the stories of these women's lives: their entrance into the trade because
of poor job and marriage prospects or because of seduction or rape; their experiences as street-walkers,
brothel workers or the medieval equivalent of call girls; their customers, from poor apprentices to priests to
wealthy foreign merchants; and their relations with those among whom they lived. Through a sensitive use of
awide variety of imaginative and didactic texts, Ruth Karras shows that while prostitutes as individuals were
marginalized within medieval culture, prostitution as an institution was central to the medieval understanding
of what it meant to be awoman. Thisimportant work will be of interest to scholars and students of history,
women's studies, and the history of sexuality.

About the Author
Ruth Mazo Karrasis at Temple University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Leticia Hodges:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for al peoplein the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need do that. Y ou
must know how great along with important the book Common Women: Prostitution and Sexuality in
Medieval England (Studiesin the History of Sexuality). All type of book are you able to see on many
solutions. Y ou can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Jean Parks:

Here thing why this specific Common Women: Prostitution and Sexuality in Medieval England (Studiesin
the History of Sexuality) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it
depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Common Women:
Prostitution and Sexuality in Medieval England (Studies in the History of Sexuality) giving you information
deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book that similar with
Common Women: Prostitution and Sexuality in Medieval England (Studies in the History of Sexuality). It
gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which
ismight be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of
Common Women: Prostitution and Sexuality in Medieval England (Studiesin the History of Sexuality) in e-
book can be your aternate.

James Gardner:

Common Women: Prostitution and Sexuality in Medieval England (Studiesin the History of Sexuality) can
be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide
has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining



however ddlivering the information. The writer giving hig’her effort to put every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Common Women: Prostitution and Sexuality in Medieval England (Studies in the
History of Sexuality) but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Kelsey Jimenez:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can satisfy
your short time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be examine.
Common Women: Prostitution and Sexuality in Medieval England (Studiesin the History of Sexuality) can
be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.
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