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It iswidely accepted that Englishisthe first truly global language and lingua
franca. Its dominance has even led to its use and adaptation by local communities
for their own purposes and needs. One might see English in this context as being
simply a neutral, universal vehicle for the expression of local thoughts and ideas.
In fact, English words and phrases have embedded in them a wealth of cultural
baggage that is invisible to most native speakers. Anna Wierzbicka, a
distinguished linguist known for her theories of semantics, has written the first
book that connects the English language with what she terms "Anglo" culture.

Wierzbicka points out that language and culture are not just interconnected, but
inseparable. Thisis evident to non-speakers trying to learn puzzling English
expressions. She uses origina research to investigate the "universe of meaning"
within the English language (both grammar and vocabulary) and placesit in
historical and geographical perspective. For example, she looks at the history of
the terms "right" and "wrong" and how with the influence of the Reformation
"right" came to mean "correct." She examines the ideas of "fairness" and
"reasonableness’ and shows that, far from being cultural universals, they arein
fact unique creations of modern English. This engrossing and fascinating work of
scholarship should appeal not only to linguists and others concerned with
language and culture, but the large group of scholars studying English and
English as a second language.
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It iswidely accepted that English isthefirst truly global language and lingua franca. Its dominance has even
led to its use and adaptation by local communities for their own purposes and needs. One might see English
in this context as being simply a neutral, universal vehicle for the expression of local thoughts and ideas. In
fact, English words and phrases have embedded in them awealth of cultural baggage that isinvisible to most
native speakers. Anna Wierzbicka, a distinguished linguist known for her theories of semantics, has written
the first book that connects the English language with what she terms " Anglo" culture.

Wierzbicka points out that language and culture are not just interconnected, but inseparable. Thisis evident
to non-speakers trying to learn puzzling English expressions. She uses original research to investigate the
"universe of meaning" within the English language (both grammar and vocabulary) and placesit in historical
and geographical perspective. For example, she looks at the history of the terms "right" and "wrong" and
how with the influence of the Reformation "right" came to mean "correct." She examines the ideas of
"fairness' and "reasonableness’ and shows that, far from being cultura universals, they are in fact unique
creations of modern English. This engrossing and fascinating work of scholarship should appeal not only to
linguists and others concerned with language and culture, but the large group of scholars studying English
and English as a second language.
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Editorial Review
Review

"A great book, one which must be applauded. The strength of this book is to propose a kind of linguistics
which takes into account the various, subtle, rich, and extremely interesting interactions between language
and cultural scripts. Given that books like this are rare, the author deserves countless words of praise.”
--Sudies in Language

"Thisisan important book. The strength of this book liesin its accurate and insightful analysis of various
linguistic elements and their cross-linguistic equivalents. Wierzbickas comman of alarge number of
European languages and her personal experience of cross-cultural communication provide an excellent
background for this type of study." --Language in Society

"Thereis a huge literature on the relation between language and our perception of the world, including well-
known myths involving words for snow, but a feature of much previous work in this area has been afocus on
an exotic (to anglophone readers) language whose strange structures appear to remake the world. The shock
of this book is that the exotic language under the construction of English, and the world which is remade
may very well be your own. Thisis astriking contribution to the history of English, and the history of ideas."
--Language

About the Author

AnnaWierzbickais Professor of Linguistics at Australian National University. She has an international
reputation for her work on semantics, pragmatics, and cross-cultural linguistics. Other published works
include What Did Jesus Mean? (O.U.P., 2001), Semantics, Culture, and Cognition (O.U.P., 1992), and
Semantic Primitives, in which sheis credited with establishing the Natural Semantic Metalanguage.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jordan Sampson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled English: Meaning and Culture. Try to make the book English:
Meaning and Culture as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and
beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Y eah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you
much more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.



Glenda Rizzo:

The book English: Meaning and Culture make you feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should use to make
your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book English: Meaning and Culture to be
your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a
few or al subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like wide open and read a book English: Meaning and
Culture. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So, how do you
think about this publication?

Allison Morales:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this English: Meaning and Culture publication
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone
who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill
only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty English: Meaning and Culture as good book not
merely by the cover but also from the content. Thisis one publication that can break don't ascertain book by
itsinclude, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense
aready aerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Vickie Duke:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but novel and English: Meaning and Culture or others sources were given
expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science
publication was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other book likes English: Meaning and Culture to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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