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On March 25, 1911, the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory in New Y ork City burst into
flames. The factory was crowded. The doors were locked to ensure workers stay
inside. One hundred forty-six people—mostly women—perished; it was one of
the most lethal workplace firesin American history until September 11, 2001.

But the story of the fire is not the story of one accidental moment intime. Itisa
story of immigration and hard work to make it in a new country, as Italians and
Jews and others traveled to Americato find a better life. It isthe story of poor
working conditions and greedy bosses, as garment workers discovered the
endless sacrifices required to make ends meet. |t isthe story of unimaginable,
but avoidable, disaster. And it the story of the unquenchable pride and activism
of fearless immigrants and women who stood up to business, got Americaon
their side, and finally changed working conditions for our entire nation, initiating
radical new laws we take for granted today.

With Flesh and Blood So Cheap, Albert Marrin has crafted a gripping, nuanced,
and poignant account of one of America's defining tragedies.
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On March 25, 1911, the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory in New Y ork City burst into flames. The factory was
crowded. The doors were locked to ensure workers stay inside. One hundred forty-six people—mostly
women—perished; it was one of the most lethal workplace firesin American history until September 11,
2001.

But the story of the fire is not the story of one accidental moment intime. Itisastory of immigration and
hard work to make it in anew country, as Italians and Jews and others traveled to Americato find a better
life. Itisthe story of poor working conditions and greedy bosses, as garment workers discovered the endless
sacrifices required to make ends meet. It isthe story of unimaginable, but avoidable, disaster. And it the
story of the unquenchable pride and activism of fearless immigrants and women who stood up to business,
got America on their side, and finally changed working conditions for our entire nation, initiating radical
new laws we take for granted today.

With Flesh and Blood So Cheap, Albert Marrin has crafted a gripping, nuanced, and poignant account of one
of America's defining tragedies.
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Editorial Review

Review

Starred Review, Publishers Weekly, January 17, 2011:

"Published to coincide with the centennial anniversary of the 1911 fire that erupted in the Triangle Shirtwaist
Factory, this powerful chronicle examines the circumstances surrounding the disaster...Marrin's message that
protecting human dignity is our shared responsibility is vitally resonant."

Starred Review, Booklist, April 1, 2011:
"Sure to spark discussion, this standout title concludes with source notes and suggested-reading lists that will
lead students to further resources for research and debate."

Starred Review, School Library Journal, May 2011:

"The writing is compelling and detailed, and the author effectively manages to bridge the gap between
detached expository writing and emotionally charged content...thisis a useful and thoughtful addition to any
American history collection."

About the Author

ALBERT MARRIN isthe author of nhumerous highly regarded nonfiction books for young readers, including
Years of Dust; The Great Adventure: Theodore Roosevelt and the Rise of Modern America; and Stting Bull
and His World. His many honors include the Washington Children's Book Guild and Washington Post Non-
Fiction Award for an "outstanding lifetime contribution that has enriched the field of children's literature,”
the James Madison Book Award for lifetime achievement, and the National Endowment for Humanities
Medal.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
I

HUDDLED MASSES

Give me your tired, your poor, Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, The wretched refuse of your
teeming shore, Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me, | lift my lamp beside the golden door!

--Emma Lazarus, "The New Colossus" (1883), inscription on the pedestal of the Statue of Liberty

Immigration Old and New

In the spring of 1903, Sadie Frowne, age thirteen, and her mother sailed into New Y ork Harbor aboard a
steamship crowded with immigrants from Europe. Finally, their voyage had ended. As the passengers
gathered on deck, Sadie recalled, they marveled at a giant green figure that seemed to rise out of the water.
She never forgot "the big woman with the spikes on her head and the lamp that is lighted at night in her
hand.” Thus, the Statue of Liberty welcomed the newcomers to the United States and, they prayed, to a better
life.



Although America has always been aland of hope, immigrants have come from different places, at different
times, for different reasons. This has led historians to divide immigration into two phases: old and new. The
old immigration began in colonial times, more than a century before the United States existed as an
independent nation. Over the generations, immigrants came from western and northern Europe: England,
Scotland, Ireland, Holland, Germany, Norway, Sweden, Denmark. Except for Irish Catholics, most "old"
immigrants were of the Protestant faith and could read and write their native language. Despite hardships,
these people soon found their place in America.

The shift from the old to the new immigration began in the 1880s. While immigrants continued to arrive
from the familiar places, aflood of humanity also came from southern and eastern Europe: Italy, Greece,
Hungary, Romania, Poland, Russia. By 1910, people from these countries made up seven out of ten
immigrants entering the United States, chiefly through New Y ork City. Of these, the vast mgjority were
Italians (mainly Catholic) and Jews from Russia. Because nearly al the victims of the Triangle Fire were
from these two groups, we must look at them closely.

The Land Time Forgot

Educated Americans had always admired Italy as aland of beauty and culture. Each year, thousands of
tourists visited its ancient cities--Rome, Florence, Milan, Venice--to see their splendid churches, museums,
and art galleries. Music lovers filled the opera houses and concert halls. Y et few Americans realized that
Italy was really two countries.

Northern ltaly, the areatourists favored, was more advanced economically than the southern areas. The
nation's industries, banks, and major businesses were based in the north. Since the government was in Rome,
the capital, Northerners made the laws, controlled the courts, and commanded the police. For them, the south
was little more than an uncivilized colony, an extension of Africa

If you look at a map, you will see that southern Italy forms the hedl and toe of the Italian "boot." The boot, in
turn, "kicks" Sicily, an Italian island in the Mediterranean Sea. Known as "the land time forgot," the south
was aregion of small farms and villages that lagged behind the industrial north in al things but la miseria--
misery.

Misery ruled southern Italy. The mgjority of its people were among the poorest in Europe. Peasants, or
farmers, did not own the land, but worked tiny parcels rented from wealthy landlords, chiefly nobles and
northern businessmen. Landlords demanded high rents, so peasants could not afford to buy fertilizer or
machinery. Instead, they tilled the soil with hand plows and hoes that were old when their grandparents were
children. Peasant families were large and worked together, including children, who were given small chores
nearly from the moment they could walk. Y oungsters attended school briefly if at al, for they had to help in
thefields. Large familieslived in tiny, cramped cottages, merely shacks with earthen floors and shared with
aprized goat or rooster.

Northerners had little respect for southerners, nicknamed "Black Italians' in aracist epithet meant to show
their "inferiority”; they called Sicilians "Africans." The government in Rome cheated the south in countless
ways. It built no modern roads or bridges there. Instead, it acted like a gigantic straw, sucking out whatever
money it could. Heavy taxes collected in the south were spent in the north. Worse, justice was a cruel farce.
If wronged by alandlord, a peasant was out of luck. Courts and police served the landlord. This, in turn,
made peasants cynical, convinced others acted only for selfish reasons. Proverbs expressed their outrage:



"The gallows isfor the poor man, the law courts for the foal," "The law works against people," "The fat pig
pays no taxes." If one person killed ancther, the victim's family took justice into its own hands, vowing to
"wash blood with blood.”

Mother Nature herself seemed to turn against the land time forgot. Massive cutting down of forests for
firewood and building materials harmed the environment. Without tree roots to hold the soil in place, rain
washed away fertile soil, causing crop failures and hunger. Elsewhere, swamps formed. Mosguitos breed in
swamps. If a certain species of mosquito bites a person, it may inject a microscopic organism that causes
malaria. This disease has killed more people than all history's wars, famines, and natural disasters combined.
By the 1880s, malaria had become epidemic in southern Italy.

Disasters burst from within the earth, too. In 1905, earthquakes shook the region, collapsing buildings and
burying their inhabitants under the rubble. The next year, Mount Vesuvius erupted. Located just east of
Naples, this volcano had afearsome history. An eruption in the year AD 79 buried the cities of Pompeii and
Herculaneum, killing all their inhabitants. The 1906 eruption sent "explosions of red-hot stones' a half mile
into the air. "The end of the world has come!" people cried in panic. "The inhabitants of the villagesin the
vicinity of Mount Vesuvius are in a condition of terror,” said the New Y ork Times.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Gary Gonzales:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means
that e-book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
areredly reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person
who don't like reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem
aswell as exercise. Well, probably you will require this Flesh and Blood So Cheap: The Triangle Fire and Its

Legacy.

Victor Willis:

The actual book Flesh and Blood So Cheap: The Triangle Fire and Its Legacy will bring you to definitely the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out theideais very unique. In case you try to
find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book Flesh and Blood So Cheap: The Triangle Fire
and Its Legacy is much recommended to you to see. Y ou can also get the e-book from your official web site,
SO you can easier to read the book.

David Packard:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirementsis Flesh and Blood So Cheap: The Triangle Fire and Its Legacy this



publication consist alot of the information with the condition of thisworld now. This kind of book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal al of
you.

Jacqueline Thompson:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source which filled
update of news. On this modern eralike currently, many waysto get information are available for anyone.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just trying to find the Flesh and Blood So Cheap: The Triangle Fire and Its Legacy when you
essential it?
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