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Now in an English-only edition published for two parallel exhibitions at The
Museum of Modern Art and Bard College, Imponderable features highlights
from the incredible magic and occult collection of New York–based artist Tony
Oursler (born 1957). Since the late 1990s, Oursler has been amassing a vast
personal archive of objects and ephemera relating to magic, the paranormal, film,
television, phantasmagoria, pseudoscience and technology. For Oursler, the
archive functions as an open visual resource, historical inquiry and?most
intriguingly?a family history. One of the collection’s many digressions records
the friendship between the artist’s grandfather Charles Fulton Oursler (a famous
early 20th-century author and publisher) and magician and escapologist Harry
Houdini, and a historic interaction with Arthur Conan Doyle, who, beyond his
Sherlock Holmes series, was an important advocate for spiritualism and the
paranormal.
This beautifully produced publication features up to 1,500 objects from Oursler’s
collection, including photographs, prints, historic manuscripts, rare books, letters
and objects. Additional topics include stage magic, thought photography,
demonology, cryptozoology, optics, mesmerism, automatic writing, hypnotism,
fairies, cults, the occult, color theory and UFOs. Thirteen essays by renowned art
historians, science specialists and international scholars provide a deep insight
into this unique material.
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Editorial Review

Review
offers a dialectical view into a twilight world both distant and familiar, an archaic domain . . . and one whose
UFO and seance photos could be lifted from sci-fi and horror films (Albert Mobilio Bookforum)

About the Author
Beatrix Ruf is director of Amsterdam s Stedelijk Museum and was director of Kunsthalle Zurich from 2001
to 2014.

Tony Oursler a obtenu son baccalaureat en arts visuels au California Institute of the Arts de Valencia en
1979. Sa production artistique fait appel a une multitude de techniques: video, sculpture, installation,
performance et peinture. L'oeuvre d'Oursler a ete exposee dans des etablissements prestigieux tels le Walker
Art Center de Minneapolis, les documenta VIII et IX de Cassel, le Museum of Modern Art et le Whitney
Museum of American Art de New York, le Centre Georges-Pompidou de Paris, le Carnegie Museum of Art
de Pittsburgh, Skulptur Projekte de M&#252nster, le Museum Ludwig à Cologne, le musee Hirshhorn de
Washington et le Tate Liverpool. Oursler vit et travaille a New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Peggy Hahne:

This Imponderable: The Archives of Tony Oursler tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The reason of this Imponderable: The Archives of Tony Oursler can be one of
several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you
actually with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you
can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that
this Imponderable: The Archives of Tony Oursler forcing you to have an enormous of experience including
rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it and revel in reading.

Joan Marcial:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the
book that recommended for your requirements is Imponderable: The Archives of Tony Oursler this reserve
consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The
actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of
you.



Jason Probst:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Imponderable: The Archives
of Tony Oursler which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Stacie Schneider:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Imponderable: The Archives of Tony Oursler was
vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Imponderable: The Archives of Tony
Oursler has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator
Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be
make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case
and try to like reading that will.
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