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Going green at home can seem like an all-or-nothing proposition. Do you sell
everything (including the house) and start over, building and buying only eco-
friendly, renewable goods? Or do you take the advice offered up in this smart and
sensible book -- and remodel instead?

Green building expert Barry Katz makes a compelling argument for remodeling,
as he guides readers through what can be a perplexing and daunting process. Too
many decisions? No worries. Katz explains how different choices impact a
home's overall green quotient, as well as its bottom line. Emphasizing off-the-
shelf materials, Practical Green Remodeling shows how homeowners of
ordinary means can 'green up' a remodel, resulting in less waste, more energy-
efficient homes, lower maintenance costs, and more comfortable, healthful
environments. This is an essential guide for anyone who has ever wanted to go
green but wasn't exactly sure where to begin.
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Going green at home can seem like an all-or-nothing proposition. Do you sell everything (including the
house) and start over, building and buying only eco-friendly, renewable goods? Or do you take the advice
offered up in this smart and sensible book -- and remodel instead?

Green building expert Barry Katz makes a compelling argument for remodeling, as he guides readers
through what can be a perplexing and daunting process. Too many decisions? No worries. Katz explains how
different choices impact a home's overall green quotient, as well as its bottom line. Emphasizing off-the-
shelf materials, Practical Green Remodeling shows how homeowners of ordinary means can 'green up' a
remodel, resulting in less waste, more energy-efficient homes, lower maintenance costs, and more
comfortable, healthful environments. This is an essential guide for anyone who has ever wanted to go green
but wasn't exactly sure where to begin.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Practical Green Remodeling" offers green remodeling guidance for those who aren't sure where to begin.--
"Natural Home"

Katz approaches the subject of green and sustainable building by explaining that nothing is clear-cut. For
instance, for the question about whether a house can be green without using green materials, the answer is
both yes and no. He explains that there are shades of green and no house or building that is absolutely green.
Throughout the book, his tone is more that of an informed friend than a preachy advocate. The softbound
book is loaded with photographs, charts and diagrams to help explain each topic. "--The Oregonian
"For clients who want to green their existing homes but have no idea where to start--or what going green
even entails--green building proponent Barry Katz's "Practical Green Remodeling: Down-to-Earth Solutions
for Everyday Homes" provides an easily digestible guide and handy educational tool. Katz starts with the
basics and explains industry best practices for achieving energy efficiency, conserving resources, and
creating healthy living environments, emphasizing off-the-shelf materials and detailing how different choices
impact a home's overall sustainability, as well as the client's bottom line. He encourages clients to establish a
sustainable vision for their homes that will guide their choices and the remodeling process. --Custom Home
Online

Green construction doesn't have to happen from the ground up. Builder Barry Katz advocates remodeling to
make a house more environmentally sensitive in his book, "Practical Green Remodeling: Down-to-Earth
Solutions for Everyday Homes." Katz emphasizes that the book isn't a how-to guide but rather a "what-to
book," a compilation of possibilities designed to help readers see what they can achieve through remodeling.
He offers a wealth of ideas for conserving resources or making a home healthier or more energy-efficient,
from simple strategies such as caulking to large-scale project

"Practical Green Remodeling" offers green remodeling guidance for those who aren't sure where to begin.--
"Natural Home"

Katz approaches the subject of green and sustainable building by explaining that nothing is clear-cut. For
instance, for the question about whether a house can be green without using green materials, the answer is
both yes and no. He explains that there are shades of green and no house or building that is absolutely
green. Throughout the book, his tone is more that of an informed friend than a preachy advocate. The
softbound book is loaded with photographs, charts and diagrams to help explain each topic. "--The
Oregonian
"For clients who want to green their existing homes but have no idea where to start—or what going green
even entails—green building proponent Barry Katz's "Practical Green Remodeling: Down-to-Earth Solutions
for Everyday Homes" provides an easily digestible guide and handy educational tool. Katz starts with the
basic
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Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

First things first: This is not a how-to book. Unlike a lot of books about home remodeling, there are no step-
by-step instructions, no tool or materials lists, no advice from the pros for the do-it-yourselfer. Instead, this is
a what-to book. After all, before you get to the how-to stage, you need a vision of what you want to do. In
this book, I suggest some new ways of thinking about what makes for a successful remodeling project. Is it
enough to create more living or storage space, a more convenient floor plan, a nicer kitchen or bathroom? Is
it enough simply to make your home more attractive?

Here’s another question. What creates value? One of the first things homeowners want to know about any
improvement is, will it be a good investment? Will the added value justify the expense? But what is our
standard for judging value? Is it just about how much the home will sell for?

Most home improvements do not add as much value to the house as they initially cost. A new kitchen that
costs $50,000 typically adds less than $40,000 to the home’s resale value. On average, most renovations add
anywhere from 65% to 85% of their cost to the home’s value. So why do we do it? The answer for most
people is that part of the value comes from the added enjoyment or functionality they get from the newly
improved home. You might, for example, select a particularly attractive ceramic tile for your bathroom just
because you like it, even though it costs more than a cheaper option that doesn’t turn you on. When you
eventually sell the house, it is unlikely that your choice of tile will alter the price a buyer is willing to pay.
But every day, when you walked into the bathroom it gave you pleasure. That’s worth something.

Adding a deck to the back of your house typically adds about 75% of its cost to the home’s value. But over
the years you’ll spend many summer evenings relaxing on that deck, barbequing, entertaining friends and
family. The pleasure you get from having that deck means that, for you, it was money well spent.

But what about less tangible--or at least, less visible--improvements? If you choose nontoxic materials that
don’t endanger your family’s health, isn’t that worth something, even if the materials cost slightly more?
What is the return on an investment that provides improved indoor air quality, reducing the likelihood that
your children will suffer with allergies or asthma?

What if you have strong convictions about the environment? You might happily donate money to the World
Wildlife Fund to help them fight deforestation in tropical rain forests. You don’t expect any return other than
the knowledge that you helped a little bit. But you know that if enough people do the same it will have a
meaningful impact.

But what about spending a little more for sustainably harvested lumber? It won’t have any direct impact on
your daily life. But as more people make that choice it grows the market for sustainable lumber, which drives
down the price. As the price goes down, illegal harvesting in rainforests becomes less profitable and a vital
resource is preserved. Whether any particular choice adds to your enjoyment of the house, or your sense of
pride in being a good citizen of Planet Earth, it is clear that not every decision you make is based on its value
as an investment.

Still, in many ways, green remodeling is a sound financial investment. Investing in energy efficiency might
cost a bit more up front, but you come out way ahead because the savings on your utility bills are greater
than the small increase in your mortgage payment. It is an investment that pays for itself, and then continues
paying dividends as long as you own your home--and when you go to sell it. A growing body of evidence



suggests that buyers are willing to pay more for energy-efficient green homes, and that such homes sell faster
than non-green homes. As more people become aware of the benefits of living in healthy, energy-efficient
homes it is very likely those homes will sell at a significant premium, while energy hogs with poor indoor air
quality will lose value.

By presenting a selection of successful green remodeling projects, in all price ranges, from all over the
country, I hope to inspire you to think about what you might do to make your own home greener. And to
give you a wish list, and a what-to list: what to ask your architect or designer, what to ask your contractor,
what to ask the heating contractor, what to ask a landscape designer, what to ask about the materials that will
go into your remodel, what to ask about indoor air quality, what to think about when choosing lighting,
appliances, plumbing fixtures, cabinets, countertops, paint, flooring…in short, what to look for in the way of
greener, more sustainable everything.
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alfred Hoover:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Practical Green Remodeling: Down-to-
Earth Solutions for Everyday Homes will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence
if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It
is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
suitable book with you?

Paul Greenblatt:

The book Practical Green Remodeling: Down-to-Earth Solutions for Everyday Homes can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a
good thing like a book Practical Green Remodeling: Down-to-Earth Solutions for Everyday Homes? A
number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many data for us.
It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that,
you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Practical Green Remodeling: Down-to-
Earth Solutions for Everyday Homes has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Karin Eubanks:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel



happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Practical Green
Remodeling: Down-to-Earth Solutions for Everyday Homes is kind of publication which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Bernie Watts:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Practical Green Remodeling: Down-
to-Earth Solutions for Everyday Homes or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know
how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or
maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes Practical Green Remodeling: Down-to-Earth Solutions for
Everyday Homes to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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