
The Martyrs of Karbala: Shi'i Symbols and
Rituals in Modern Iran (Publications on the
Near East)

By Kamran Scot Aghaie

The Martyrs of Karbala: Shi'i Symbols and Rituals in Modern Iran
(Publications on the Near East) By Kamran Scot Aghaie

This innovative study examines patterns of change in Shi'i symbols and rituals
over the past two centuries to reveal how modernization has influenced the
societal, political, and religious culture of Iran. Shi'is, who support the Prophet
Mohammad's progeny as his successors in opposition to the Sunni caliphate
tradition, make up 10 to 15 percent of the world's Muslim population, roughly
half of whom live in Iran. Throughout the early history of the Islamic Middle
East, the Sunnis have been associated with the state and the ruling elite, while
Shi'is have most often represented the political opposition and have had broad
appeal among the masses. Moharram symbols and rituals commemorate the
Battle of Karbala in 680 CE, in which the Prophet Mohammad's grandson
Hoseyn and most of his family and supporters were massacred by the troops of
the Umayyad caliph Yazid.

Moharram symbols and rituals are among the most pervasive and popular aspects
of Iranian culture and society. This book traces patterns of continuity and change
of Moharran symbols and rituals in three aspects of Iranian life: the importance
of these rituals in promoting social bonds, status, identities, and ideals; ways in
which the three major successive regimes (Qujars, Pahlavis, and the Islamic
Republic), have either used these rituals to promote their legitimacy, or have
suppressed them because they viewed them as a potential political threat; and the
uses of Moharram symbolism by opposition groups interested in overthrowing
the regime.

While the patterns of government patronage have been radically discontinuous
over the past two centuries, the roles of these rituals in popular society and
culture have been relatively continuous or have evolved independently of the
state. The political uses of modern-day rituals and the enduring symbolism of the
Karbala narratives continue today.
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This innovative study examines patterns of change in Shi'i symbols and rituals over the past two centuries to
reveal how modernization has influenced the societal, political, and religious culture of Iran. Shi'is, who
support the Prophet Mohammad's progeny as his successors in opposition to the Sunni caliphate tradition,
make up 10 to 15 percent of the world's Muslim population, roughly half of whom live in Iran. Throughout
the early history of the Islamic Middle East, the Sunnis have been associated with the state and the ruling
elite, while Shi'is have most often represented the political opposition and have had broad appeal among the
masses. Moharram symbols and rituals commemorate the Battle of Karbala in 680 CE, in which the Prophet
Mohammad's grandson Hoseyn and most of his family and supporters were massacred by the troops of the
Umayyad caliph Yazid.

Moharram symbols and rituals are among the most pervasive and popular aspects of Iranian culture and
society. This book traces patterns of continuity and change of Moharran symbols and rituals in three aspects
of Iranian life: the importance of these rituals in promoting social bonds, status, identities, and ideals; ways
in which the three major successive regimes (Qujars, Pahlavis, and the Islamic Republic), have either used
these rituals to promote their legitimacy, or have suppressed them because they viewed them as a potential
political threat; and the uses of Moharram symbolism by opposition groups interested in overthrowing the
regime.

While the patterns of government patronage have been radically discontinuous over the past two centuries,
the roles of these rituals in popular society and culture have been relatively continuous or have evolved
independently of the state. The political uses of modern-day rituals and the enduring symbolism of the
Karbala narratives continue today.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In 680 CE, the Prophet Muhammad's grandson Hoseyn and 70 associates were slaughtered by troops of the
rival Umayyad caliphate. This massacre, known as the Battle of Karbala, was a decisive event in the schism
between Sunni and Shi'i Muslims, and as such is remembered by Shi'ites in story, song, drama and ritual
procession. In this book, Islamic historian Aghaie traces the political uses of Karbala symbolism in 19th- and
20th-century Iran, arguing that it has been a "very flexible" narrative for Iranian rulers. Some, like the Qajar
regime (1796–1925), enthusiastically sponsored the story in drama and song, and found that their use of
Karbala symbolism helped legitimate their rule. Others, like the more secular and Westernized Pahlavi
regime (1925–1979), ignored or suppressed the story's retelling—at their peril. Although the prose is dry and
formal, Aghaie is sensitive to the way that Karbala symbolism serves as a valuable lens for examining
change in modern Iranian society.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

Overall, for fusing together cultural, social, and political history of the Moharram rituals and symbols,
Aghaie's book is highly recommended to all those interested in modern Shi'i and Iranian history.

(American Historical Review)

For those concerned with the political currency of religious ritual and symbolism among the Shi'ites of Iran,
take heed of Kamran Scot Aghaie's Martyrs of Karbala..An essential study for our leaders and general
readers alike.

(Virginia Quarterly Review)

Review

Aghaie brings to the fore the complex interplay and interaction between ritualistic religious observations and
pressing political action, and demonstrates how religion and politics have been mixed in Iran at least since
the early 1500s.

(Ahmad Karimi—Hakkak, University of Washington)

This is an erudite, highly textured, multivoiced study of perhaps the most essential aspect of Shi’ism.

(Yasser Tabbaa, Oberlin College)

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Dennis Johnson:

The guide untitled The Martyrs of Karbala: Shi'i Symbols and Rituals in Modern Iran (Publications on the
Near East) is the book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content
that will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Martyrs of
Karbala: Shi'i Symbols and Rituals in Modern Iran (Publications on the Near East) from the publisher to
make you far more enjoy free time.

Angela Souther:

The reason why? Because this The Martyrs of Karbala: Shi'i Symbols and Rituals in Modern Iran
(Publications on the Near East) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it
but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author
who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this
nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book
possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate
having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

George Hyler:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that question was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is The Martyrs
of Karbala: Shi'i Symbols and Rituals in Modern Iran (Publications on the Near East).

Marilyn Fox:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book The Martyrs of Karbala: Shi'i
Symbols and Rituals in Modern Iran (Publications on the Near East) to make your current reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple
book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to
be first opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the reserve The Martyrs of Karbala:
Shi'i Symbols and Rituals in Modern Iran (Publications on the Near East) can to be your new friend when
you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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