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Thought in a Hostile World is an exploration of the evolution of cognition,
especially human cognition, by one of today's foremost philosophers of biology
and of mind.

- Featuresan exploration of the evolution of human cognition.

- Written by one of today’ s foremost philosophers of mind and language.

- Presents a set of analytic tools for thinking about cognition and its evolution.

- Offersacritique of nativist, modular versions of evolutionary psychology,
rejecting the example of language as a model for thinking about human
cognitive capacities.

- Appliesto the areas of cognitive science, philosophy of mind, and evolutionary
psychology.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Written with both clarity and rigor, Thought in a Hostile World is arichly informed and sophisticated
account of the evolution of complex cognition. Sterelny's arguments appeal, not so much because they
reinforce our preconceptions — on the contrary, we are frequently challenged — but rather because they are
informed, well-reasoned, and leave us with plenty to think about. Sterelny's book could aptly be renamed
Clear Thought in a Muddled World and evolutionary psychologists, in particular, would benefit from reading
it." Kevin N. Laland, University of &. Andrews

"This book is agodsend for anyone wanting to understand the evolution of human cognition without buying
into the wholesale modularism of recent evolutionary psychology. Densely, but elegantly, written and replete
with fascinating empirical detail, this book represents a major advance in the philosophical understanding of
human cognitive evolution." Fiona Cowie, California Institute of Technology

From the Back Cover
Thought in a Hostile World is an exploration of the evolution of cognition, especially human cognition, by
one of today's foremost philosophers of biology and of mind.

The central idea of the book is that thought is a response to threat. Competitors and enemies make life hard
by their direct physical effects. But they also make life hard by eroding epistemic conditions. They lie. They
hide themselves. They seem other than what they are.

Sterelny uses this and related ideas to explore from an evolutionary perspective the relationship between folk
psychology and an integrated scientific conception of human cognition. In the process, he examines how and
why human minds have evolved. The book argues that humans are cognitively, socialy, and sexually very
unlike the other great apes, and that despite our relatively recent separation from their lineages, human social
and cognitive evolution has been driven by unusual evolutionary mechanisms. In developing his own picture
of the descent of the human mind, Sterelny further offers a critique of nativist, modular versions of
evolutionary psychology.This volume will be of vital interest to scholars and students interested in cognitive
science, philosophy of mind, and evolutionary psychology.

About the Author

Kim Sterelny is Professor of Philosophy at Victoria University of Wellington and at the Research School of
Social Science at the Australian National University. He is the author of The Representational Theory of
Mind (Blackwell, 1990) and the co-author, with Michael Devitt, of Language and Reality (second edition,
1999) and, with Paul Griffiths, Sex and Death: An Introduction to Philosophy of Biology (1999).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kevin White;

What do you think about book? It isjust for students as they are still students or this for all peoplein the



world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't would like do that. Y ou must know how great and important the book Thought in a Hostile World: The
Evolution of Human Cognition. All type of book would you see on many solutions. Y ou can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Bonnie Daves;

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for awhile
isreading. Y eah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Thought in a Hostile World:
The Evolution of Human Cognition book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Jeannette Villalobos:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer may be Thought in a Hostile World: The Evolution of Human Cognition why
because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.

Pedro Gonzales:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. Y ou can choose the
top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It isreferred to as of book
Thought in aHostile World: The Evolution of Human Cognition. Contain your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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