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Despite its position at the heart of Europe and its quintessentially European
nature, Switzerland's history is often overlooked within the English-speaking
world. This comprehensive and engaging history of Switzerland traces the
historical and cultural development of this fascinating but neglected European
country from the end of the Dark Ages up to the present. The authors focus on
the initial Confederacy of the Middle Ages; the religious divisions which
threatened it after 1500 and its surprising survival amongst Europe's monarchies;
the turmoil following the French Revolution and conquest, which continued until
the Federal Constitution of 1848; the testing of the Swiss nation through the late
nineteenth century and then two World Wars and the Depression of the 1930s;
and the unparalleled economic and social growth and political success of the
post-war era. The book concludes with a discussion of the contemporary
challenges, often shared with neighbours, that shape the country today.
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Despite its position at the heart of Europe and its quintessentially European nature, Switzerland's history is
often overlooked within the English-speaking world. This comprehensive and engaging history of
Switzerland traces the historical and cultural development of this fascinating but neglected European country
from the end of the Dark Ages up to the present. The authors focus on the initial Confederacy of the Middle
Ages; the religious divisions which threatened it after 1500 and its surprising survival amongst Europe's
monarchies; the turmoil following the French Revolution and conquest, which continued until the Federal
Constitution of 1848; the testing of the Swiss nation through the late nineteenth century and then two World
Wars and the Depression of the 1930s; and the unparalleled economic and social growth and political
success of the post-war era. The book concludes with a discussion of the contemporary challenges, often
shared with neighbours, that shape the country today.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The authors' complementary specialties in early modern and contemporary European history make the book
unusually well balanced between the remote and recent past ... A clear, engaging synthesis appropriate for a
wide variety of readers ... Highly recommended."
Choice

"... deserves a wide national [Swiss] and international audience."
Philippe Rogger, translated from H-Soz-u-Kult

About the Author
Clive Church is Emeritus Professor of European Studies at the University of Kent, Canterbury. He has also
been a Fellow of the French CNRS, a Visiting Professor at the University of Sussex and a National Research
Fund Fellow at the Universität Freiburg in Switzerland. His recent publications include Swiss Politics and
Government (2004) and, as editor, Switzerland and the EU (2006).

Randolph Head is Professor of European History at the University of California. He has held fellowships
from the Institute for Advanced Study, the American Philosophical Society and the Newberry Library. His
publications on early modern Switzerland include numerous articles and essays along with two books, Early
Modern Democracy in the Grisons (1995) and Jenatsch's Axe (2008).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Valerie Hemming:

The book A Concise History of Switzerland (Cambridge Concise Histories) make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through
a book A Concise History of Switzerland (Cambridge Concise Histories) to get your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects.
You may know everything if you like start and read a e-book A Concise History of Switzerland (Cambridge
Concise Histories). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Ruth Brown:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this A Concise History of Switzerland
(Cambridge Concise Histories) book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.



Rachel Louviere:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more
time to be read. A Concise History of Switzerland (Cambridge Concise Histories) can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Sheri Combs:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to share.
You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
for your requirements is A Concise History of Switzerland (Cambridge Concise Histories) this guide consist
a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the
world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of
you.
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