Beneath the Underdog His World as

By Charles Mingus

Read Online ©

Beneath the Underdog: HisWorld as Composed by Mingus By Charles
Mingus

Bass player extraordinaire Charles Mingus, who died in 1979, is one of the
essential composersin the history of jazz, and Beneath the Underdog, his
celebrated, wild, funny, demonic, anguished, shocking, and profoundly moving
memoir, is the greatest autobiography ever written by ajazz musician.

It tells of his God-haunted childhood in Watts during the 1920s and 1930s; his
outcast adolescent years; his apprenticeship, not only with jazzmen but also with
pimps, hookers, junkies, and hoodlums; and his golden yearsin New Y ork City
with such legendary figures as Duke Ellington, Lionel Hampton, Miles Davis,
Charlie Parker, and Dizzy Gillespie. Hereis Mingusin his own words, from
shabby roadhouses to fabulous estates, from the psychiatric wards of Bellevue to
worlds of mysticism and solitude, but for al histravels never straying too far,
always returning to music.

“This book isthe purest of dynamite. Like the autobiographies of Jelly Roll
Morton, Louis Armstrong and Billie Holiday and like A. B. Spellman's Four
Livesin the Bebop Business, it says more about the American psyche in general
and black survival in particular than the sociologists and psychologists ever can
in their stiff, soulless vocabularies.... Somber, comic, disturbing, boastful,
confessional, sentimental, contradictory, poetic, irascible, impish...lyrical, nasty,
angelic, reflective...expressionistic, picaresque, jive...thisis a powerful book.”—
Rolling Stone
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Bass player extraordinaire Charles Mingus, who died in 1979, is one of the essential composersin the history
of jazz, and Beneath the Underdog, his celebrated, wild, funny, demonic, anguished, shocking, and
profoundly moving memoir, is the greatest autobiography ever written by ajazz musician.

It tells of his God-haunted childhood in Watts during the 1920s and 1930s; his outcast adolescent years; his
apprenticeship, not only with jazzmen but also with pimps, hookers, junkies, and hoodlums; and his golden
yearsin New York City with such legendary figures as Duke Ellington, Lionel Hampton, Miles Davis,
Charlie Parker, and Dizzy Gillespie. Hereis Mingusin his own words, from shabby roadhouses to fabulous
estates, from the psychiatric wards of Bellevue to worlds of mysticism and solitude, but for al histravels
never straying too far, always returning to music.

“This book isthe purest of dynamite. Like the autobiographies of Jelly Roll Morton, Louis Armstrong and
Billie Holiday and like A. B. Spellman’s Four Livesin the Bebop Business, it says more about the American
psychein general and black survival in particular than the sociologists and psychologists ever can in their
stiff, soulless vocabularies.... Somber, comic, disturbing, boastful, confessional, sentimental, contradictory,
poetic, irascible, impish...lyrical, nasty, angelic, reflective...expressionistic, picaresque, jive...thisisa
powerful book.”— Rolling Stone
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

A wild, lyrical, and anguished autobiography, in which Charles Mingus pays short shrift to the facts but
plunges to the very bottom of his psyche, coming up for air only when it pleases him. He takes the reader
through his childhood in Watts, his musical education by the likes of Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington, and
Charlie Parker, and his prodigious appetites--intellectual, culinary, and sexual. The book isajumble, but a
glorious one, by acertified American genius.

About the Author

At once an essential composer in the history of jazz and a bass player extraordinaire, Charles Mingus was
born on April 22, 1922 in Nogales, Arizona, and grew up in the Los Angeles neighborhood of Watts. He
made his recording debut with Lionel Hampton in 1947, and performed on numerous recordings with Louis
Armstrong, Charlie Parker, Stan Getz, Duke Ellington, Bud Powell, Art Tatum, and many others. His several
honors inlcuded a Guggenheim Fellowship, an honorary degree from Brandeis University, and the Slee Chair
in Music at the State University of New York in Buffalo. Charles Mingus died in 1979 at the age of 56.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Robert Cobb:

Now aday people who Living in the erawhere everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How alot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especialy this Beneath the Underdog: His World as
Composed by Mingus book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in
this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Stephen Wilson:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fedl it? Do you want to something different to
fill your personal freetime/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. Thefirst thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled Beneath the Underdog: His World as Composed
by Mingus can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Carla Floyd:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just watching



TV 24 hours aday. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Beneath the
Underdog: His World as Composed by Mingus which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's observe.

James Holmes;

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Beneath the Underdog: His World as Composed by Mingus. Y ou can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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