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A Brazilian Lord of the Flies, about a group of boys who live by their wits
and daring in the slums of Bahia

They call themselves “Captains of the Sands,” a gang of orphans and runaways
who live by their wits and daring in the torrid slums and sleazy back alleys of
Bahia. Led by fifteen-year-old “Bullet,” the band—including a crafty liar named
“Legless,” the intellectual “Professor,” and the sexually precocious “Cat”—pulls
off heists and escapades against the right and privileged of Brazil. But when a
public outcry demands the capture of the “little criminals,” the fate of these
children becomes a poignant, intensely moving drama of love and freedom in a
shackled land.

Captains of the Sands captures the rich culture, vivid emotions, and wild
landscape of Bahia with penetrating authenticity and brilliantly displays the
genius of Brazil’s most acclaimed author.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
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A Brazilian Lord of the Flies, about a group of boys who live by their wits and daring in the slums of
Bahia

They call themselves “Captains of the Sands,” a gang of orphans and runaways who live by their wits and
daring in the torrid slums and sleazy back alleys of Bahia. Led by fifteen-year-old “Bullet,” the
band—including a crafty liar named “Legless,” the intellectual “Professor,” and the sexually precocious
“Cat”—pulls off heists and escapades against the right and privileged of Brazil. But when a public outcry
demands the capture of the “little criminals,” the fate of these children becomes a poignant, intensely moving
drama of love and freedom in a shackled land.

Captains of the Sands captures the rich culture, vivid emotions, and wild landscape of Bahia with penetrating
authenticity and brilliantly displays the genius of Brazil’s most acclaimed author.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
This first English-language edition of a 50-year-old novel by the popular Brazilian author of Dona Flor and
Her Two Husbands et al. is the last of a series of six he wrote about his native Bahia, which is a Brazilian
state. The "captains" of the title are a gang of abandoned children who live in a waterfront warehouse and
survive by robbing the rich. The novel is clearly an early effort for Amado, with self-conscious effects (such
as an imagined dialogue between a gang member and an icon he wants to steal) and a tendency to
romanticize the young thieves and to telegraph their destinies. But Amado's vivid descriptions of Bahia, his
strong social conscience ("The problem of abandoned and delinquent children that worried almost no one in
the whole city was Father Jose Pedro's greatest worry") and his moving characterizations carry the reader
along to the inevitable denouementwhich, despite its predictability, is both stirring and poignant. This edition
also includes a self-righteous "postface" penned in 1937, in which Amado claims that "no one until today has
dared look face to face with so much love at Bahian humanity and its problems."
Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
“Amado was writing to save his country’s soul. . . . The scenes where the captains of the sands manage to
fool the rich of the city and get away with it would have made Henry Fielding or Charles Dickens proud.”
—Colm Tóibín, from the Introduction

"Amado is Brazil's most illustrious and venerable novelist."—The New York Times

“Brazil’s leading man of letters . . .  Amado is adored around the world!” —Newsweek
 

Language Notes
Text: English, Portugese (translation)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Phyllis Branson:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book called Captains of the Sands
(Penguin Classics)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time
using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
some other opinion?

Miles Towles:

Precisely why? Because this Captains of the Sands (Penguin Classics) is an unordinary book that the inside
of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this



book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a
lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking approach.
So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Lois Jennings:

This Captains of the Sands (Penguin Classics) is fresh way for you who has interest to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you
know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Captains of the Sands (Penguin Classics)
can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by
anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book contact
form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So
you cannot find any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in
addition to knowledge.

Lise Callicoat:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That Captains of the Sands (Penguin Classics) can give you a
lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Captains of the Sands (Penguin Classics).
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