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Disaster Theory: An Interdisciplinary Approach to Concepts and Causes offers
the theoretical background needed to understand what disasters are and why they
occur. Drawing on related disciplines, including sociology, risk theory, and
seminal research on disasters and emergency management, Disaster Theory
clearly lays out the conceptual framework of the emerging field of disaster
studies. Tailored to the needs of advanced undergraduates and graduate students,
this unique text also provides an ideal capstone for students who have already
been introduced to the fundamentals of emergency management. Disaster Theory
emphasizes the application of critical thinking in understanding disasters and
their causes by synthesizing a wide range of information on theory and practice,
including input from leading scholars in the field.

Offers the first cohesive depiction of disaster theory●

Incorporates material from leading thinkers in the field, as well as student●

exercises and critical thinking questions, making this a rich resource for
advanced courses
Written from an international perspective and includes case studies of disasters●

and hazards from around the world for comparing the leading models of
emergency response
Challenges the reader to think critically about important questions in disaster●

management from various points of view
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Editorial Review

Review

"...a well-argued, learned and readable case for studying and planning for disasters...Altogether a thought-
provoking book worth a look by far more people than those interested in the subject of the title and sub-
title."--Professional Security Magazine Online, Disaster Theory

"Professor David Etkin has developed a standout text that not only provides foundational information but
does so in such a way as to actively engage students to gain a deeper understanding of the material,
encouraging them to contemplate and learn more, rather than simply absorb what is given." --Jane Kushma,
Doctoral Program Director, Department of Emergency Management, Jacksonville State University

"[Disaster Theory] is rather a very broad, sweeping analysis and eclectic tour of the field of disaster studies,
both local and global, ancient and modern, theoretical and practical...[It] draws upon an impressive range of
fields and literature to raise questions about disasters." --Ian Burton, Scientist Emeritus, Meteorological
Service of Canada; Emeritus Professor, University of Toronto

"[Disaster Theory] will be an excellent resource for students in a wide variety of disaster and hazard studies
courses. The writing style is crisp and the integration of materials?be they case studies, photos, or graphics
across both multiple social science discipline and relevant contributions from the humanities?provide depth
and perspective never before available." --Thomas E. Drabek, Professor and Professor Emeritus, Department
of Sociology and Criminology, University of Denver

About the Author
David Etkin is an Associate Professor of Disaster and Emergency Management at York University, Toronto
Canada. He has contributed to several national and international natural hazard projects including the 2nd
U.S. national assessment of natural hazards, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), two
NATO workshops, was Principal Investigator of the Canadian National Assessment of Natural Hazards, and
is Past President of the Canadian Risk and Hazards Network. His research interests focus on disaster
management, risk and climate change. He has over 80 publications to his credit, including 6 edited volumes.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eleanor Williams:

This book untitled Disaster Theory: An Interdisciplinary Approach to Concepts and Causes to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it through online.
The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.



Joel Barnhardt:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this
Disaster Theory: An Interdisciplinary Approach to Concepts and Causes.

Martin Herrin:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you go through
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Disaster Theory: An Interdisciplinary Approach to Concepts and Causes will give you new experience in
looking at a book.

Janice Leon:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is identified as of
book Disaster Theory: An Interdisciplinary Approach to Concepts and Causes. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to
other place.
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